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Members of the Raleigh High School History Club were honored to accept a flag from SFC Shawn Houston, represented here by his daughter, Hannah, who is holding the flag. This United 
States flag was flown above the 155th ABCT Headquarters at Camp Buehring, Kuwait during the month of November, 2018. The flag was flown on behalf of the members of the 155th that 
are alumni of Raleigh High School. The former students who have been serving are: CW2 James Sanders, SFC Shawn Houston, SSG Cody Brown, SSG Brandon Ates, SGT Josh Johnson, 
SGT Josh Niolet, SGT Shane Rayborn, SGT Triston Houston, SPC Matthew Hennis, SPC Lee Wess Ely, PFC Austin Grant and  SrA Tre Keyes (MS Air NG).

By Ron Manning
Newt Ishee, the Executive 

Director of the Mid-Mississip-

pi Development District, met 

with the Taylorsville Board 

at their meeting on Thursday, 

March 7, to discuss prepara-

tion for a major new industry 

possibly locating in the Tay-

lorsville Industrial Park. May-

or Kellie Phipps and all of the 

board members were present 

for the meeting except Al-

derman Mark Jones who was 

absent. Director Ishee advised 

the board the State of MS, the 

Smith County Board of Super-

visors, and the Smith Coun-

ty Economic Development 

Council have been working on 

this project for 2 years along 

with the Town of Taylors-

ville, and he advised the board 

the project was looking very 

promising. Mr. Ishee also ad-

vised the board Southern Pine 

has been very helpful devel-

oping the project. Additional-

ly, he advised them the name 

of the industry could not be 

disclosed at this time due to a 

non-disclosure agreement. He 

also advised them the industry 

could potentially spend 150 

million dollars building the 

industry and create a payroll 

of 16.2 million dollars a year. 

Asked when the industry may 

be operational, he advised the 

board that it could be opera-

tional by 2022 if the project 

continues to develop.

In conjunction with the 

plans for the potential new 

industry, the board moved for-

ward on applying for grants to 

construct a one million gallon 

water tank in the industrial 

park which with sewage re-

quirements will cost an esti-

mated 1.85 million dollars. 

The board approved seeking 

a Delta Regional Authority 

Grant and an Economic De-

velopment Grant, immediate-

ly, to fund the water tank. 

Fire Chief Matt Heisey 

addressed the board and re-

quested permission to pur-

chase 3 sets of turnout gear. 

He explained each set includ-

ed a coat, pants, helmet, etc. 

and advised the board he had 

a quote to purchase 3 sets. As 

the quote was over 5K, Town 

Clerk Mitzi Ford and Board 

Attorney David Garner ex-

plained he would have to have 

2 quotes to purchase over 5K 

in equipment, or he would 

have to purchase it under a 

state contract price. Chief 

Heisey advised the board he 

did not know if the equipment 

was available on a state con-

tract price and he would do 

more research on this, or ob-

tain a 2nd quote, and return to 

the board at their next meeting 

to continue discussing the pur-

chase. 

The board went into a 

closed executive session to 

discuss personnel and follow-

ing the executive session, they 

approved the employment of 

Derrick Page as a part-time 

maintenance worker. The 

board had a discussion at their 

previous meeting on possibly 

having a controlled burn as 

part of the dismantling of the 

town’s house at the corner of 

Eaton and Spring Streets. The 

controlled burn would save 

the town money on the cost 

of hauling off the debris and 

would offer the fire depart-
ment a training opportunity, 

but the board discussed some 

concerns with safety issues 

associated with the controlled 

burn option. At their March 

7 meeting, Mayor Phipps ad-

vised the board they were 

considering possibly pushing 

the house back further from 

the road to make a controlled 

burn, safer. 

The next Taylorsville Board 

Meeting is scheduled on 

Thursday, April 4, at 6:00 p.m. 

Taylorsville Board prepares for potential major industry addition

Newt Ishee  addresses the Taylorsville Board on possible new industry.

After many prayers, I, Am-

ber Baldwin Grayson, would 

like to formally announce my 

candidacy for Smith County 

Tax Assessor/Collector. 

I am a life long resident of 

Smith County. I am the daugh-

ter of Claude and Gail Bald-

win. I’ve been married to Jor-

dan Grayson for twelve years 

and we have two children, 

Tanner and Gabriella. 

I am a graduate of Raleigh 

High School Class of 2006. In 

2010, I graduated from Jones 

Jr. College with my practical 

nursing certificate. I finished 
Hinds Community College in 

2015, where I was a member 

of the Phi Beta Keppa Honor 

Society. I made the decision to 

pursue my registered nursing 

degree at Meridian Communi-

ty College, where I graduated 

in May, 2017, with my Associ-

ate of Applied Science in nurs-

ing. At Meridian Community 

College, I was a member of al-

pha Delta Nu,  Nursing Honor 

Society.

For the last nine years I have 

had the privilege to serve as a 

nurse, being compassionate, 

demonstrating committment, 

and dedication. I am currently 

employed with MS Care Cen-

ter in Raleigh, where I serve 

as their RN Medicare Coor-

dinator. In my professional 

working career, I have expe-

rience in payroll, bookeep-

ing, accounts receivables, and 

payables. I have experience 

in management of others and 

overseeing the welfare of nu-

merous patients. 

As your Smith County Tax 

Assessor, I will maintain an 

office that provides friendly, 
courteous and efficient ser-

vices. I will be the tax payers 

voice in matters that affect 

taxes when working with other 

elected officials. My decision 
to run for this office has to do 
with my passion and desire to 

serve all the citizens of Smith 

County. 

Your support and prayers 

would be greatly appreciated 

in the upcoming election year.

Paid political advertising

Grayson announces for county tax assessor/collector
Greetings to the citizens of 

Smith County.

I am Walter Mitchell Blak-

eney, a life long resident of 

Smith County. I would like to 

announce my candidacy for 

the office of Sheriff of Smith 
County.

I am married to Holly To-

phan of Morgan City, Loui-

siana. We have two children, 

Ruston and Halee. My parents 

are David and Mary Blakeney 

of Taylorsville.

These are my qualifications: 
I am 38 years old. I am a 

graduate of Taylorsville High 

School. I have an honorable 

discharge from the United 

States Marine having served 

in Iraq. I have over 15 years of 

law enforcement experience. 

I have also successfully com-

pleted three law enforcement 

training academies and nu-

merous training courses. I was 

a S.W.A.T team member of 

the Mississippi Highway Safe-

ty Patrol where I twice was 

awarded the State of Missis-

sippi’s highest award for valor.

If elected, I will enforce the 

laws of Mississippi and Smith 

County equally and without 

partiality. 

I need your help.

Paid political advertising 

Blakeney announces run for sheriff

By Ron Manning
Some Mize residents woke 

up Tuesday morning, March 

5, to sputtering water spickets 

due to a loss of water pressure 

during the night, and Mayor 

Larry Joe Hancock said his 

phone started ringing early in 

the morning. Mayor Hancock 

and Maintenance Supervisor 

Duane White immediately be-

gan an investigation and found 

a breaker switch on the water 

system had kicked off. They 

turned the breaker switch back 

on and it alleviated the prob-

lem. Mayor Hancock said, for 

some unknown reason, this 

happens about once a year. 

The water system has an alarm 

system set to notify the mayor 

and maintenance supervisor 

of a problem, but it failed to 

work properly. The alarm sys-

tem provider took responsibil-

ity for the notification failure 
and advised the town they had 

corrected the problem. May-

or Hancock and all of the al-

dermen were present for their 

meeting on Tuesday, March 5, 

except Alderman Reggie Ken-

nedy who was absent. 

The town is currently plan-

ning a major water improve-

ment project with grant money, 

and Mayor Hancock advised 

the board he had recently met 

with the engineer and town 

consultant Robert Dale String-

er to survey and prioritize the 

project. The engineer recom-

mended using the grant funds 

to loop the lines, replace the 

line on Cedar Street, and in-

stall a booster pump in the vi-

cinity of the school. On a mo-

tion by Alderman Larry Allen 

and a 2nd by Alderman Chuck 

Carter, the board approved en-

tering into a resolution agree-

ment for a grant on sidewalk 

improvements. The priority 

will include handicap acces-

sibility improvements and an 

adjustment to the height of the 

first step into the Mize Town 
Hall which is currently about 

12 inches. In conjunction 

with the grant requirements, 

the town set a public hearing 

on the project for 6:30 p.m. 

prior to their next meeting on 

Tuesday, April 2. Following 

the public hearing, the board 

will receive proposals on the 

project. 

Per the recommendation of 

Mize Police Chief Dewayne 

Hawkins, the board approved 

hiring Taylor Reed as a Mize 

Police Officer. Maintenance 
Supervisor White advised the 

board the town was in need of 

a new zero turn lawn mower 

and the board had a discussion 

on prices and types before de-

ciding to purchase a 54” Husq-

varna Mower from their local  

dealer, Mize Supply. Mize 

Beautification Chair June Lack 
advised the board the Mize R. 

T. Prince Library was recent-

ly featured on the MS Public 

Broadcasting Road Show and 

that citizens could view the re-

port at the MPB Website. Mrs. 

Lack also advised the board of 

a Friends of Library Appre-

ciation Dinner scheduled in 

Taylorsville on Monday, April 

8. Colonial Life Insurance 

Agents from Meridian ad-

dressed the board on providing 

dental and vision insurance to 

the town’s employees and fire 
department volunteers, and 

the board approved allowing 

their employees to choose to 

purchase it at the employee’s 

expense. In other business, the 

board approved Town Clerk 

Kayti Windham’s attendance 

at a town clerk training class 

in Pearl in late March,  Fol-

lowing these actions and dis-

cussions, the board adjourned 

their meeting. The next Mize 

Board of Alderman Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 

2, at 7:00 p.m.

Mize board agrees to public hearing on sidewalk 
grant, tackles water issues, hires police officer


