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Lieutenant Governor Tate 
Reeves visited Bay Springs last 
Thursday afternoon and toured 
Southern Industrial Contrac-
tors, a homegrown company 
that specializes in an array of 

different specialized contracting 

management avenues.

Reeves, on a “Mississippi 

Competes” tour conversed with 

company owner Keith Blakeney 
and a number of employees dur-

ing the walkabout of the facility 

located on Highway 15 in the in-

dustrial park just north of town.  
During the stop, Reeves learned 
of Blakeney’s business and how 

it operates. He was specifically 
interested in the operation that 
started out small years ago, how 
it has grown over the years, and 
how it now competes nation-
wide in industry.

“We are highlighting busi-
nesses that are competing with 
companies all over the world 

and winning.   This [SIC] is 
a prime example of an entity 
that started as a really small 
business many years ago, and 
through hard work and dedica-
tion of Mississippians has been 
successful and is literally do-
ing work all over the country,” 

Reeves said.  
Reeves went on to say that 

an investment in small towns 
like Bay Springs that have busi-
nesses like SIC and others in 
the area that have grown local 
economy is crucial to the state.

“I think it’s critically impor-
tant that we continue to invest  
in rural Mississippi, because 
so many Mississippians live 
here...,” he explained.  “The 
reality is that our economy is 
growing in Mississippi.  Our 
economy is growing in America 
today because of conservative 
public policy, because we are 
being fiscally responsible in 

our state government.  We are 

focused on job creation and 

bringing better and higher pay-

ing jobs to Mississippi, and 

these businesses that are located 

in here in Bay Springs and Jas-

per County are prime examples 

of homegrown businesses that 

employ homegrown Mississip-
pians that go back-and-forth 
to work every single day. They 
may live a couple counties over; 
they may live in this county.  

The reality is they are compet-

ing with businesses all over the 

world, and they are winning ev-
ery day.”
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Local officials have made 
another step forward in try-
ing to solve a problem that has 
been going on for quite some 
time within the county’s solid 
waste system that could be 
haphazardly costing the county 
upwards of $100,000 on a an-
nual basis. 

The Jasper County Board 
of Supervisors reached out to 
Arrow Disposal Service, Inc. 
Founder and CEO Richard 
Urrutia via phone Monday 

morning during a regular meet-
ing held at the Jasper County 
Courthouse in Bay Springs.  

The purpose of the call?  

To schedule a meeting with 

Urrutia about the ongoing di-

lemma the county has been try-
ing to solve with a suspected 
overage of solid waste accounts 
that is leading to overpayment 
of services rendered.  Urrutia 
agreed to the meeting, which 
will take place this morning 
(Wednesday) at the Courthouse 
in Bay Springs at 9 a.m.  

Both a county-hired em-

ployee, Robert Morris, and two 
ADSI employees recently set 
out on a residence-to-residence 
search to find a number of how 
many homes throughout the 
county use the county’s sanita-
tion service contracted by the 
county to ADSI.  Morris re-
ported Monday morning to the 
Board a total of 5,911 residenc-
es are being served within the 
county’s sanitation department.  
He provided the count, which 
also noted that the two ADSI 
employees had also signed off 
on the number. 

The county received a bill 
dated May 31, 2019, from 
ADSI that charged for 6,325  

“residential refuse service” in 

the amount of $60,125.70. 

This, among other prob-

lems the Board has learned 
about the county’s sanitation 
department in the past several 
months, drew quick attention 
and prompted the call for the 
meeting with Urrutia.  During 
the count, Morris reported mul-
tiple cans were at residences 
that are likely being charged 
to the county in excess.  It was 
mentioned that residents can 

have more than one can with 
an additional cost to the home-
owner, but the number of resi-
dences that were observed with 
multiple cans was much higher 
than what might be expected 
and was conspicuous. 

“There were multiple houses 
all throughout the county that 
had multiple cans that are being 
paid for.  If we came to a vacant 
house with a can, that was not 
counted,” Morris mentioned.  

Recalling a previous early 

May quorum of the Board,  

Beat Two Supervisor Sandy 

Stevens mentioned, “There are 

garbage cans strewn all over 
the county where people don’t 
live.”

Board Attorney Ricky Ruf-
fin said during the Monday 
meeting that he had talked to 
Urrutia last week, and that 
Urrutia had expressed he was 
willing to work with the county 
in any way possible to get the 
issue resolved.  

“He’s tired of it, and every-
body else is tired of it,” Ruffin 
said of the situation.  

On top of the multiple can 
problem, the county had al-

ready learned in the past 
months of approximately 1,044 
inactive accounts.  In April, the 
county initially employed Mor-
ris to follow garbage trucks 
throughout the county to record 
which residences are lived in or 
are  not, where cans are located, 
and which residences may have 
inactive or delinquent accounts.  
These described accounts are 
possibly where residents were 
not removed from the system 
and the garbage cans remained 
after them having moved from 
the county, residents moved 
from one residence to another 
in the county and opened a 
possible duplicate account, 
or some who may have died.  
These are only a few examples.  

Each Board member agreed 
at the earlier May meeting that 
actual cans in the county does 

not represent a factual count of 
true accounts; that only investi-
gating residences where people 
actually live and have utilities 
is the only way to  obtain an 
accurate count.  Beat Three Su-
pervisor Doug Rogers simply 
said at that meeting the Board 
needed to have a face-to-face 
meeting with the sanitation 
company [ADSI] about the on-
going dilemma.

As for making payment 
on the May 2019 ADSI bill 
charged to the county, Chan-
cery Clerk Barbara Raven-
horst, whose office now over-
sees sanitation business in the 
county, expressed to the Board 
she would need a Board order 
to make that payment. 

In other news concerning the 
Jasper County Board of Super-
visors Monday meeting:

The Board approved $5,000 
to Central Fire Department to 
hold the department over until 
annual volunteer fire depart-
ment rebates arrive.  County 
Fire Director Hudson Jenkins 
explained to the Board the de-
partment had purchased an out-
dated, but very usable fire truck 
from the Mississippi Forest 
Commission for $100.  Repairs 
to the fire truck, which included 
engine repairs, a new poly tank, 
and plumbing cost an unantici-
pated $21,000; however,  the 
department now has another 
truck at still a minimal  cost in 
its fleet. 

The Board will also hold 
a public meeting this Friday 
morning at the Courthouse in 
Bay Springs, at 9 a.m. concern-
ing petitions with liquor sales 
in the county.  
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County conversing with company about sanitation mess

Heidelberg triplets make history

Bay Springs 601-764-2161
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Heidelberg High School witnessed an extremely rare happening during its commencement 
ceremonies held on May 18, 2019.  Three sisters, triplets, walked across the stage to 
receive their high school diplomas.  (Top and bottom photos, from left) Destiny Castillo, 
Miracle Castillo, and Reality Castillo are the first set of triplets to have ever graduated from 
the East Jasper Consolidated School District.  EJCSD Superintendent Nadene Arrington 
said, “While many sets of twins have graduated over the years, no recollection exists of 
triplets!   We wish Miracle, Reality, and Destiny Castillo, and all of our 2019 graduates the 
best that life has to offer.”  The Castillo sisters were born on April 6, 2001.
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The 29th Bay Fest kicked 
off last Wednesday with the 
traditional Mayor’s Night at 
the Carnival, and the fun and 
activities continued until late 
Saturday night when the Bay 

Springs annual event since 

1991 ended with a bang of a  
fireworks show.  

Rain has dampened the fes-
tival for the past several years, 
but the skies where full of 
sunshine, and the weather, al-
though a bit on the warm side, 
was beautiful all weekend.  

The City of Bay Springs 
prepared for the much an-

ticipated event for the past 
months.  New flowers were 
blooming throughout the 
streets and parks of town as 
guests from near and far ar-

rived, and streets eventually 

lined with festival-goers who 
enjoyed events, fun rides, and 
good eats for the entire family.

Bay Springs Mayor J.E. 
Smith said before the jubilee 
opened he anticipated a large 
crowd, and he welcomed ev-
eryone to Bay Fest 2019, es-
pecially those visiting Bay 
Springs from outside the area.  

“This has been good for the 
town over the years, and peo-
ple from our area and all over 
look forward to it every year.  

We are really proud of Bay 
Springs and what it has grown 
to be,” he mentioned.

People who flooded into 
Bay Springs throughout the 
four-day event enjoyed car-
nival rides, arts and crafts, 
food vendors, singing perfor-
mances, a car show, mule pull, 
watermelon eating contest, log 
cutting contest, rooster con-
test, and many more activities 
suited for the entire family.  

A fine time was surely had 
by all. We bid adieu to another 
successful Bay Fest, and look 
forward to it coming around 
again for its 30th run in Bay 
Springs next year.

See more photos page 3.

The 29th Bay Fest was greeted with sunny skies and warm temperatures throughout the fes-
tival. The event was held in Bay Springs Wednesday through Saturday. Photos/heath Walley 

29th Bay Fest in the books

A mule pull held Saturday at Bay Fest enticed a crowd to take a look at the powerful equine.

Lt. Governor visits Bay Springs

Keith Blakeney (left) gives Mississippi Lt. Governor Tate 
Reeves a tour of Southern Industrial Contractors in Bay 
Springs last Thursday afternoon.  Photo/heath Walley


