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Bonds were set for two 
Heidelberg men accused of 
an alleged insurance fraud 
scheme  in a case that has been 
investigated and presented by 
the Mississippi Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office.  

Elbert Benton, 31, the band 
director at Heidelberg High 
School, and Dezmond Cooley, 
30, a security officer for the 
East Jasper School District and 
a former Heidelberg police 
officer, appeared before Cir-
cuit Judge Stanley Sorey for 
a bond hearing last Thursday 
morning at the Jasper County 
Courthouse in Bay Springs.  
Both men were initially tak-
en into custody by the Jasper 
County Sheriff’s Department 
last Tuesday at the East Jasper 
School District Central Office. 
Benton is charged with one 
count of insurance fraud and 
one count of conspiracy. Cool-

ey is charged with one count 
of conspiracy and one count of 
alteration of record.

The multi-count indictment 
against the two men was pre-

sented last Monday to a Jas-
per County Grand Jury by the 
AG’s Office during the First 
Judicial District of Jasper 
County February 2019 Grand 

Jury Session held at the Court-
house in Paulding.

According to the AG’s Of-
fice, Cooley allegedly created 

and altered a false Uniform 
Crash Report to assist the driv-
er, Benton, in receiving insur-
ance benefits after the crash. 

The indictment states that the 
accident happened on January 
19, 2018, when Benton was 
not insured. Cooley allegedly 
altered the report to falsely re-
flect that the crash happened 
on February 11, 2018, after 
Benton obtained insurance 
coverage on the vehicle in-
volved in the crash.

Judge Sorey set bond for 
both men at $20,000.  A trial 
date was set for July 24, 2019, 
at the Jasper County Court-
house in Paulding.  If convict-
ed, Benton faces up to eight  
years behind bars, and Cooley 
faces up to 15 years in prison.    
Both Benton and Cooley have 
been released from the Jasper 
County Jail on bond. 

The case was investigated 
by Justin Harris and will be 
prosecuted by Special Assis-
tant Attorney General Brad 
Oberhousen, both with the 
AG’s Insurance Integrity En-
forcement Bureau.

By HeatH Walley,
JCN editor
NeWs@JasperCouNtyNeWs.Net

A company that has been 
providing transportation 
needs in the county, especially 
for the elderly, is looking to 
expand its coverage area in 
the county.  

DJ Transit, Inc., hosted 
a town hall meeting at Bay 
Springs City Hall Tuesday 
afternoon.   The company has 
been providing transportation 
in the county for residents in 
the Bay Springs and Heidel-
berg areas, according to Jasper 
County Board of Supervisors 
President Curtis Gray, Sr., and 
now will provide transpor-
tation throughout the entire 
county.  The Board of Super-
visors agreed with the com-
pany on a $12,000 annual fee 
for the service for the entire 
county.

“They (DJ Transit, Inc.) 
have been here in the county 
with their services, but it was 
for the Heidelberg and Bay 
Springs areas.  We agreed 
with them to do the service for 
the whole county for $12,000 
a year.  We wanted the whole 
county to be served,” said 

Gray.  
DJ Transit, Inc., originally 

established in 2009 in Hatties-
burg, is now located in Laurel.  
It is a service provider for the 

Mississippi Department of 
Transportation Public Transit 
Division and provides trans-
portation services to people 
living in rural areas.  The ser-

vice and goals of the company 
allows citizens within the 
service area to use the transit 
program for healthcare, shop-
ping, education, employment, 

public services and recreation. 
Tuesday, DJ Transit, Inc. 

informed guests at the town 
hall meeting that the com-
pany is in the process of re-
applying with The Mississippi 
Department of Transportation, 
Public Transportation Divi-
sion, for assistance through 
its Rural Area Program to 
continue public transportation 
services within Jones, Jasper, 
Lawrence, Jefferson Davis 
and Covington Counties.  

“The purpose of the meet-
ing was to educate on what 
resources are available and 
to answer any questions or 
concerns.  When we get some 
more vehicles, we can start 
looking at time frames and 
schedules, and open that up,” 
said DJ Transit, Inc. Execu-
tive Director Deshella Butler.  
“Primarily, seniors are our 
greater ridership, but anyone 
can use the service.  Chil-
dren can use it with a paying 
adult.  If someone needs to go 
to the grocery store, and they 
have their kids, they can bring 
them with them; if they have 
the proper car seats they can 
come.  It’s not limited to a cer-
tain age.” 

DJ Transit, Inc is a ser-
vice provider for the Missis-
sippi Department of Trans-
portation.  The non-profit 
organization,501(c)(3), oper-
ates a non-emergency, afford-
able, demand response service 
open to the public of all ages.  
Last year, in Jones County 
alone there were 12,904 trips 
for healthcare appointments, 
rehabilitation and dialysis; 
with 1,776 employment; 
1,729 shopping and 1,226 
educational trips totalling 
17,635 trips in Jones County.  

According to the company, 
these continued services in 
Jones and Jasper County are 
valued by many personally 
who need the transportation 
service; but, also by many 
physicians, educators and 
merchants that know without 
these services these individu-
als would not make their ap-
pointments. Jasper County 
transportation has begun and 
needs are being addressed 
with a focus to increase ser-
vices within Jasper  County.    

Individuals interested in 
the service should contact DJ 
Transit, Inc. at 601-682-0701 
to discuss times and rates. 
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The Annual Jasper County 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Breakfast brought the com-
munities of Jasper County 
together to celebrate a legacy.

The breakfast is conduct-
ed every year by the Jasper 
County Branch of the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) to recognize the 
life and achievements of the 
great Civil Rights leader, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Elder Shumpert Watts, Jr., 
president of the Jasper Coun-
ty Branch of the NAACP, 
said the Annual Jasper Coun-
ty Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. “breakfast was one of the 
best ever.”

He said the goal of the 
breakfast is to recognize the 
life of Dr. King while also 
encouraging local residents 
to become involved and to 
exercise their rights to vote.

“It was a great crowd,” 
Watts said, adding that peo-
ple from surrounding coun-
ties also supported the effort. 
“We thank all of the people 
who came from Smith, Clark 
and Jones Counties.”

The crowd was enter-
tained by the Heidelberg 
High School Choir under the 
direction of Mr. John Sims 
and the Jasper County Be-
nevolent Shape Note Sing-
ers (with participants from 
Smith, Newton and Jasper 
Counties) under the direction 
of Mr. Andre Newell.

Watts said he is grateful 
for the entertainment pro-
vided by the Heidelberg High 
School Choir and the Jasper 
County Benevolent Shape 
Note Singers that helped to 

keep the interest of the audi-
ence.

“The shape note singers 
were one of the highlights of 
the program,” he said.

The keynote speaker for 
the event was C. Leigh Mc-
Innis, an instructor of English 
at Jackson State University.

“Mr. McInnis was fantas-
tic,” Watts said. “Everyone 
enjoyed him.”

Heidelberg Mayor Wilbert 
Carr also greeted the group 
and welcomed them to the 
Town of Heidelberg.

Naretha Coleman served 
as the program chairman of 
this year’s celebration.

Officials said it was 
through the support of the 
group’s sponsors - which 
included churches, political 
people, businesses, and indi-
viduals - that helped to make 
the breakfast a successful 
community event.

Watts also commended the 
youth of Jasper County, who 
took an important role in the 
program.

“The young people did a 

wonderful job,” Watts said.
Mia Milsap, Wykendrick 

Jones and Doshun O. Jones 
participated in the program. 
Tyrick McLaurin, Tyron 
McLaurin and Tremayne 
Wheaton, three other young 
people, did a review of the 
chapter’s youth trip to the 
Civil Rights Museum.

Watts said all the young 
people participating in activi-
ties are members of the Jas-
per County Branch NAACP 
Youth Council, which is con-
tinuing to strive.

He also thanked all the 
other youth and adults, who 
helped to serve the senior 
citizens during the breakfast 

so they didn’t have to stand 
in line for the food.

In his closing remarks, 
Watts also thanked everyone 
for attending the event and 
invited them all back for next 
year. He commended Cole-
man and the other NAACP 
members for their work in or-
ganizing this year’s program.

Watts also asked all 
those in attendance to be-
come members of the local 
branch of the NAACP. The 
next meeting of the Jasper 
County Branch NAACP will 
be Saturday March 9, 2019 
at 3 p.m. at Jerusalem M.B. 
Church Heidelberg. All are 
invited.

From staFF reports
The high school basketball 

season seems to have quickly 
flown by, and area teams are 
now in the post-season.  

Sylva-Bay Academy will 
play in the South State Tour-
nament today (Wednesday) 
at Brookhaven Academy.  
The Lady Saints will tip off 
against Lamar Christian at 4 
p.m., and the Saints will take 
on Lamar Christian after the 

girls game. 
The Bay Springs Bulldogs 

(24-3) and Lady Bulldogs, 
along with the Heidelberg 
Oilers boys and girls, will 
hit the hardwood at the Re-
gion 5-2A Tournament held 
at Enterprise High School this 
Thursday and Friday. 

Stringer boys (18-9) and 
girls teams will be playing at 
the District 1-7A Tournament 
Thursday and Friday. 

usps No. 273040 Volume 129 • NumBer 7 • Bay spriNgs, ms                                WedNesday • FeBruary 13, 2019 • $1.00   (less By suBsCriptioN)

“Committed to Keeping Jasper County Informed and Growing Since 1890”

Jasper County News

Elbert Benton appears before Circuit Court Judge Stanley 
Sorey with Public Defender Rance Ulmer last Thursday 
morning at the Jasper County Courthouse in Bay Springs. 
Benton’s bond was set at $20,000. Photo/Zach Buckley

Former Heidelberg Police Officer Dezmond Cooley appears 
before Circuit Court Judge Stanley Sorey with Public De-
fender Rance Ulmer last Thursday morning at the Jasper 
County Courthouse in Bay Springs. Cooley’s bond was set 
at $20,000. Photo/Zach Buckley 

Two accused in insurance fraud scheme released on bond
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Public transit system to expand services for citizens in county

DJ Transit, Inc. held a town hall meeting with local citizens and county leaders Tuesday 
afternoon in Bay Springs to discuss future plans and services for Jasper County.  Pictured 
(from left) are Roosevelt Ulmer of Bay Springs, DJ Transit, Inc. Executive Director Deshella 
Butler, May Newcomb of Bay Springs, DJ Transit, Inc. Mobility Manager Donna Bailey, Dea-
con Shumpert Watts of Louin, Beat Five Supervisor Curtis Gray, Sr., Jasper General Hospi-
tal CEO Eric Jordan, and Beat Two Supervisor Sandy Stephens.  Photo/heath Walley

Annual breakfast brings together many to celebrate MLK legacy

Many gathered in Heidelberg for the Annual Jasper County Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Break-
fast to celebrate and recognize Dr. King’s legacy, life, and achievements.     

B-ball playoffs in swing


