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By Ron Manning

The Raleigh Board of Al-

dermen approved the purchase 

of a new town generator at their 

meeting on Tuesday, Novem-

ber 13. The town generator is 

very important to the town in 

an emergency situation like 

Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

Mayor Bobby Ray Boykin and 

all of the aldermen except Al-

derman John Crumpton were 

present for their meeting along 

with several staff members. 

The board had received bids 

on the new generator at a pre-

vious meeting and the low bid 

in the amount of $36,960 + an 

estimated $1500 for labor was 

provided by Hendricks of Bay 

Springs. Michael Nelson rep-

resenting Hendricks addressed 

the board at their last meeting 

about his bid and was asked 

by Alderman Otis Seaberry 

if his bid included a transfer 

switch. Mr. Nelson answered 

his bid did not include a trans-

fer switch as the existing unit 

did not have one, but he could 

add one for about $2,200, and 

he recommended it. A transfer 

switch automatically turns the 

system on periodically to keep 

it operational. At their No-

vember 13 meeting, the board 

amended the bid to include the 

transfer switch and approved 

the purchase. The board also 

approved seeking quotes from 

banks to finance the new gen-

erator. 

Mayor Boykin advised the 

board the town Water, Sewer, 

and Gas Operator Roosevelt 

Sias had advised him he would 

like to retire. Mayor Boykin 

introduced Donald Morgan 

from Newton to the board as 

a possible replacement for Mr. 

Sias. Mr. Morgan advised the 

board he is currently retired 

from City of Newton and the 

MS Rural Water Association 

and is now offering his ser-

vices as a private contractor. 

Additionally, he advised the 

board he is certified in water 
and waste water treatment. 

After answering several ques-

tions from the aldermen, May-

or Boykin thanked him for his 

visit and advised him he would 

let him know the board’s deci-

sion. Following his departure, 

the board asked the mayor 

about another possible candi-

date for the position who lives 

in Smith County, and the may-

or advised them he would con-

tact the person to see if he is 

interested in the job. Alderman 

John Butler made a motion to 

allow the mayor to hire one of 

these two candidates as soon 

as possible, and the board ap-

proved the motion. 

The town is currently ad-

vertising for applications for 

a certified town clerk and 
they also expressed interest 

in employing a court report-

er for their municipal court. 

The town currently has two 

contracted workers assisting 

Acting Town Clerk Cynthia 

Woods in the office in the ab-

sence of a permanent certified 
town clerk, and the board dis-

cussed the importance of hir-

ing a new permanent certified 
town clerk as soon as possible. 

Mayor Boykin advised the 

board he had two promising 

applicants he would be dis-

cussing with them. 

Mayor Boykin provided the 

board a financial report and 
advised them the town was in 

a much better financial con-

dition than it was a year ago, 

and he felt it would be getting 

even better next year as they 

had paid off some one-time 

expenses that would not be 

recurring next year. Addition-

ally, the mayor advised the 

board the gas leak in front of 

Raleigh Board approves purchase of new 

town generator, discuss hiring town clerk

Donald Morgan, a candidate to fill the position of Water and Sewer Operator for Raleigh, 
addresses the Raleigh Mayor and Board of Aldermen at their meeting.

Wreck in Rankin County claims life of two Smith 
County residents, leaves two with serious injuries
By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor
Just when residents of 

Smith County are still reeling 

with the death of  Raleigh res-

ident, Douglas Hord, and are 

still praying for the recovery 

of Tristan Scott, who is still 

fighting for his life in a Lub-

bock, TX  hospital,  a wreck 

on US-49 in Rankin County 

has claimed the lives of two 

more young Smith County 

residents.

According to the Mississip-

pi Highway Patrol the wreck 

happened just before midnight 

on Sunday night. A Dodge 

pickup truck, driven by Wil-

liam M. Ham, 21, of Mize, 

was traveling southbound on 

49 when it rear ended a Mack 

dump truck, which was also 

traveling southbound. Ham, 

along with a passenger, Jamie 

Powell, 19, of Raleigh were 

both killed. Two other passen-

gers, Brandon E. Doyle, 20, 

of Taylorsville and passenger 

Alexis Taylor, age unknown, 

of Pinola, were both airlifted 

to UMMC with severe inju-

ries.

According to preliminary 

reports, the Dodge pickup 

was pulling a trailer and over-

turned blocking both south-

bound lanes. The Jaws of Life 
had to be used to extricate the  

four occupants of the pickup. 

The driver of the dumptruck, 

Shemaiah E. Arbuthnot, 35, of 

Woodville, MS was also tak-

en to UMMC with  non-life 

threatening injuries. 

The accident is still under 

investigation by the MHP.

Smith County Circuit Clerk’s office prepares for November 27 run-off election

By Ron Manning

In the special MS Legisla-

tive session earlier this year, 

the legislature approved state 

grants to counties from the BP 

Lawsuit Settlement as a re-

sult of the oil spill on the Gulf 

Coast several years ago. At 

their meeting on Monday, No-

vember 19, the Smith Coun-

ty Board of Supervisors ap-

proved allowing Smith County 

Chancery Clerk Cindy Austin 

to proceed with an applica-

tion for one of these grants for 

Smith County. All of the su-

pervisors were present for the 

meeting. Chancery Clerk Aus-

tin reported to the board on a 

meeting she recently attended 

with the East Central Planning 

Development Agency on the 

grant application process. She 

advised the board the appli-

cation had to be turned in by 

December 14 through Smith 

County Engineer Terrell Tem-

ple. The funds should be dis-

persed to the county in De-

cember and January and can 

be used for roads and bridges 

at the board’s discretion. Ms. 

Austin gave a lot of credit to 

State Representative Mark 

Tullos and State Senator Joey 

Fillingane for their assistance 

with this project. 

The board also approved 

allowing Ms. Austin to order 

14 Ownership Maps for Smith 

County at $50 each. Owner-

ship Maps are used by vari-

ous county agencies to iden-

tify the owners of property in 

the county. Additionally, the 

board reappointed Ms. Aus-

tin as the Audit Representa-

tive for the county. The board 

also approved accepting the 

State Audit Department’s Risk 

Management Report catego-

rizing Smith County as a low 

risk for fraud and mismanage-

ment.  Per Ms. Austin’s re-

quest, the board also approved 

Smith County’s share of a 

court ordered raise for court 

administrators. As one of five 
counties in the court district, 

Smith County pays 20% of 

their salary. 

Smith County Circuit 

Clerk Anthony Grayson re-

minded the board the runoff 

election for US Senator is 

scheduled for next Tuesday, 

November 27. Although the 

Circuit Clerk’s office will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, 

November 22 and 23, for the 

state Thanksgiving Holidays, 

it will be open Saturday, No-

vember 24, from 8:00 am to 

12:00 noon for early voting. 

Saturday, November 24, is 

the deadline for early voting. 

Smith County EMA Director 

Heather Easterling advised 

the board they are hoping to 

receive the metal building for 

the new Raleigh Fire Station 

this week. Ms. Easterling also 

received the board’s approval 

on next year’s MEMA Appli-

cation outlining the county’s 

plans for the funds. 

Melissa Walker with the 

Justice Court provided the 

Board reports for September 

and October. In September, 

she advised the board the Sher-

iff’s Department had issued 15 

tickets, the MS Highway Pa-

trol had issued 270 tickets, and 

the Game and Fish Commis-

sion had issued 5 tickets. Sep-

tember collections for the jus-

tice Court totaled $18,662.41 

with $8,957.35 provided to 

the county, $9,531.00 sent to 

the state, and $157.50 des-

ignated for the Law Library. 
In October, she advised the 

board the Sheriff’s Depart-

ment had issued 30 tickets, 

the MS Highway Patrol had 

issued 221 tickets, and the 

Game and Fish Commission 

had issued 1 ticket. October 

collections for the Justice 

Court totaled $26,138.43 with 

$11,691.50 provided to the 

county, $14,205.00 sent to the 

state, and $218.00 designated 

for the Law Library. 
In other business, the board 

approved Board President 

Howard Hammons request 

to declare two F10 Fiat End 

Loaders as surplus materials 
available for auction, approved 

Supervisor Hammons’ request 

to order a culvert for SCR136 

in Beat 5, and approved Beat 

4 Supervisor Danny Arender 

and Beat 1 Supervisor Kenny 

Cain’s request for approval of 

an easement from Weyerhae-

user for a right of way to re-

pair a bridge on SCR 121. The 

board approved the running of 

term bids and janitorial ser-

vice bids in the Smith Coun-

ty Reformer on November 21 

and 28, with bids to be opened 

on Monday, December 17, at 

10:00 a.m. Inmate meals are 

currently being advertised to 

be opened on Thursday, De-

cember 13, at 10:00 a.m., and 

the board approved a request 

to allow Chancery Clerk Cin-

dy Austin and the Board Pur-

chasing Clerk Rita McDonald 

to determine the lowest and 

best bid to be awarded due to 

the vendors needing to have 

time to get liability insurance 

and purchase goods for the 

meals that will begin on Friday 

morning, December 21. The 

board also approved a request 

from David Cook, a teacher of 

martial arts, to lower his rent 

on the old county office audi-
torium from $300 a month to 

$200 a month. 

  The next Board of Super-

visors meeting is Monday, De-

cember 3, at 9:00 a.m.

Chancery Clerk 
Cindy Austin

EMA Director
Heather Easterling

Supervisors approve application for 450K State Grant

By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor
The Circuit Clerk’s office 

announces that their office 
will be open on Saturday, No-

vember 24, from 8 a.m. until 

12 p.m. for absentee voting.

This election will fill the term 
of former US Senator Thad 

Cochran. This will be the last 

chance to cast your vote before 

the Tuesday, November 27 

run-off election between Re-

publican Cindy Hyde-Smith 

and Democrat Mike Espy. 

Absentee ballots returned by 

mail must be received by the 

Circuit Clerks’ Offices no later 
than 5 p.m. on Monday, No-

vember 26, 2018. Voters are 

required to show photo identi-

fication at the polls.

Since neither candidate 

garnered the 50 percent vote 

needed in the November 6 

election, this put Hyde-Smith, 

who garnered 41.4 percent of 

the vote, and Espy with 40.7 

percent in a runoff election.

Everyone is encouraged to 

get out and vote on Tuesday, 

November 27.

Runoff Election
Tuesday, 

November 27, 2018

GRAND OPENING 
The Corner Studio in Raleigh held their grand opening on Friday, November 16. Owner and 
stylist, Rene Sumerall, center, was joined by friends, family and Raleigh Chamber of Com-
merce members for the ribbon cutting.


