
By Ron Manning

The contractor on the SCR 

141 Bridge Construction Proj-

ect in Polkville contacted the 

Reformer to respond to last 

week’s Reformer report on 

the Polkville Board’s discus-

sion of ongoing issues with 

the SCR 141 Bridge. JWB 

Construction was awarded the 

State Aid Project bid by the 

Smith County Board of Super-

visors in February of 2018 to 

put in a culvert on the bridge 

on SCR 141 in Polkville and 

at their meeting on Tuesday, 

May 21, 2019, the Polkville 

Board reported the bridge had 

loose dirt on it and every time 

it rains, the dirt became soggy 

and impassible for most ve-

hicles causing a long detour 

around it. 

Jodi Blakeney, the owner 

of JWB Construction, con-

tacted the Reformer to tell his 

side of the story on the de-

lays completing the project. 

The interview was conducted 

on Friday, May 31, and Mr. 

Blakeney informed the Re-

former he was on his way to 

the job site to put rocks on the 

bridge and to open the bridge 

to light duty vehicles. He said 

he would have to dig the rocks 

out later at his own expense to 

complete the job with asphalt, 

but the rocks would give the 

residents some immediate re-

lief. He emphasized that none 

of the delays on the project 

were the fault of District 4 Su-

pervisor Danny Arender, and 

that Arender had done every-

thing possible to help with the 

job. 

Mr. Blakeney cited several 

issues with the delays includ-

ing a 2-4 month process be-

tween the awarding of a bid, 

and actually beginning work 

on a state aid project. He said 

State Aid had to give the en-

gineer permission to proceed, 

the engineer and the contractor 

had to have a pre-construction 

meeting, and then the engineer 

had to set a start date for the 

project. He added the project 

also required him to use “on-

site” dirt which cost less than 

hauling in fill dirt. He said this 
requirement was necessary 

to keep the project within the 

budget. He reported he had to 

shut the bridge down to put in 

the culvert, and then the rainy 

season set in delaying the final 
completion. Mr. Blakeney said 

he was fighting mother nature, 
with the constant wet weath-

er conditions, and he and the 

engineer decided it would be 

best to close the bridge and 

await better weather condi-

tions to complete the job. He 

said the bridge was closed, but 

people had removed the barri-

cades and used the bridge any-

way creating the soggy mud 

problem on the bridge. Mr. 

Blakeney added he was aware 

of the inconvenience to the 

residents, and he would pro-

ceed with completing the job 

as soon as possible.
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Greg Moore, President and 

CEO for Community Bank is 

proud to announce the follow-

ing:

Lindsay Currie has been 

named Vice President. A na-

tive of Raleigh, Mississippi, 

Currie recently served as As-

sistant Vice President and has 

been in banking for more than 

eleven years. In her new role, 

Currie will continue managing 

and growing a loan and depos-

it portfolio, assist with daily 

operations, as well as, serve as 

the Bankruptcy Officer for the 
Metro Region.

Currie is a graduate of 

Mississippi State University 

with a Bachelor of Science in 

Business Administration with 

a concentration in Marketing 

and is a graduate of Mississip-

pi School of Banking at Ole 

Miss where she was recently 

awarded the Don Moak Schol-

arship for achieving the high-

est class average among her 

2019 graduating class.

She and her husband, 

Roderick, reside in Raleigh 

with their children Kate and 

John Cooper. Together, they 

are members of First Baptist 

Church of Raleigh, Mississip-

pi.

Currie named as Vice President 

of Community Bank Raleigh

Bay Springs 601-764-2161
Ellisville 601-477-3312

Both Packages Include:

•Egg 
•Nest 
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(For Indirect Heat Cooking)
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EXTRA 
LARGE EGG

REMEMBER DAD JUNE 16TH!

Conveggtor

Sale Prices Good 
MAY 15TH thru
JUNE 30TH Only

By James Pugh

Sports601

Taylorsville High School 

has a new boys head basket-

ball coach. 

Brandon Jennings, who 

spent the last six years with 

the same title at Stringer High 

School, has been board ap-

proved to become the new 

Taylorsville boys head coach. 

“I’m excited about the tal-

ent at [surrounding] Taylors-

ville’s program,” said Jen-

nings. “I’m also excited to 

coach basketball there and see 

what we can do. They play in a 

tough district, but I’m excited 

about the opportunity.”

Taylorsville finished the 
2018-19 season 10-13 overall, 

and 3-5 in Region 5-2A. The 

region includes the 2018-2019 

Class 2A champ Bay Springs, 

as well as Heidelberg, Enter-

prise, and Clarkdale.

During his time at Stringer, 

Jennings led the boys’ pro-

gram to third winning seasons. 

This past season, Stringer fell 

just a game shy of making the 

trip to Jackson and the Class 

1A quarterfinals. West Lown-

des, who later advanced to the 

1A title game, defeated the 

Red Devils 71-48.

Stringer finished above 
.500 under Jennings in the 

2013-2014, 2017-2018, and 

2018-2019 seasons. 

“We had some really good 

groups of kids [come through 

at Stringer],” said Jennings. 

“We had great fan support too. 

The kids brought in to what 

I was teaching them. We had 

a few 20 win seasons and a 

tough district to play in. 

“I had a great six years at 

Stringer. This last group I had, 

I started with them in the sev-

enth grade. I watched them 

develop all the way through, 

and they were a great group of 

kids.”

Jenning said his decision 

to accept the job at Taylors-

ville had everything to do with 

family. 

“More time with my fam-

ily,” said Jennings. “I won’t 

have anything other than ju-

nior high and high school boys 

basketball over there. My two 

boys are growing up fast, and 

I’ve missed out on a lot of 

stuff. I just wanted more time 

with my family.”

Jennings comes on board as Taylorsville 

High School new head basketball coach

Raleigh Post Office holds 
Customer Appreciation Day

The Raleigh Post Office 
will be hosting a Customer 

Appreciation day on Friday, 

June 7, from 8:00 AM until 

11:00 AM. 

Refreshments will be 

served and everyone is invit-

ed to come by and enjoy cake, 

coffee and punch.

SCR 141 bridge contractor responds 

to Polkville bridge problem

By Ron Manning

Smith County Economic 

Development Council Presi-

dent Joe Tally addressed the 

Board of Supervisors on the 

purchase of 3 more sites in 

the county in preparation for 

developing more business op-

portunities. He expressed his 

appreciation to the board for 

their support of the Econom-

ic Development Council. The 

board expressed their appreci-

ation and support for the eco-

nomic development projects 

and reviewed and discussed 

the legal process of the county 

purchasing more land for more 

potential economic develop-

ment activity. Board Attorney 

Wendell James advised the 

board they must have apprais-

als on potential land purchases 

and maintain ownership of the 

land until the county actually 

sells it to a business for eco-

nomic development. Econom-

ic Development President 

Tally also advised the board 

on the status of their current 

projects. 

Smith County Economic 

Development Executive Di-

rector Charles Waldrup ad-

vised the board their annual 

Beef Tour was scheduled in 

August. He said they plan to 

leave on August 18 and travel 

to Oklahoma City, OK where 

they plan to visit two stock-

yards as well as the Cowboy 

Hall of Fame. Mr. Waldrup 

also advised the board he has 

been invited to address the 

Alabama Farm Bureau Beef 

Tour Participants on the Jas-

per-Smith County Calf Mar-

keting Program during their 

beef tour in Mississippi. Mr. 

Waldrup stated this program 

has been very unique and very 

successful, and was well-re-

ceived when he previously 

made this presentation to the 

Louisiana Beef Tour in Mis-

sissippi. 

The family of Smith County 

WWII Veteran William Buford 

Lowery addressed the board 

on honoring him by dedicating 

a one-mile portion of SCR 14, 

commonly called Fellowship 

Road, to him for his service 

to our country, The dedica-

tion of the portion of the road 

from SCR 18 to Cohay Creek 

which bordered his land was 

approved on a motion by Ben-

jie Ford and a 2nd by Howard 

Hammons. William Buford 

Lowery was a POW and a 

purple-heart recipient. Fam-

ily members making the re-

quest included his son, Randy 

Lowery, his grandson Brock 

Sistrunk, and his great grand-

son, Gavin Lowery.   In other 

business, the board approved 

a payment to  Gulf Guaran-

ty Employee Benefits in the 
amount of $98.94 for medical 

claims out of corrections, ap-

proved Judge Hulon West’s 

attendance at the MS Justice 

Court Judges Assn Summer 

Convention in Biloxi in July, 

approved a request from En-

gineering Plus in the amount 

of $1,609.56 for Smith County 

Beat 1 for professional ser-

vices rendered on SCR 99, and 

approved a $100 sponsorship 

ad for the Raleigh Volleyball 

Team, Additionally, the board 

had a short closed executive 

session to discuss litigation 

involving the Solid Waste De-

partment, and announced the 

county offices will be closed 
on Thursday and Friday, July 

4 and 5, for the July 4 Holiday. 

The next Smith County 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

is scheduled for Monday, June 

17, at 9:00 a.m.

Supervisors discuss purchasing economic development sites

Brock Sistrunk addresses the supervisors on the dedication of a portion of SCR14 to his 

WWII Veteran grandfather.


