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Want a $50.00 
Dinner for Two?

All Loans All Loans Received Now 
Received Now Thru Feb. 13th
Thru Feb. 13thWill Qualify!
Will Qualify!

70980

Impact601.com
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PAYNE PORTABLE BUILDINGS
601-426-9484

601-319-3555

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Office located at 342 Maxey Rd.

Hwy. 84 W. • Laurel, MS

HUGE INVENTORY SALE!
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  NO CREDIT CHECK FINANCING!NO CREDIT CHECK FINANCING!

Come On In And Beat The Crowds!Come On In And Beat The Crowds!

BEDROOM

SUITES

$ 399
DINING SETS

$ 249
SOFAS

$ 299
BUNKBEDS

$ 199
QUEEN

PILLOW SOFT

MATTRESS

$ 149
KING

PILLOW TOP

MATTRESS

$ 299

24 Months 24 Months 
Financing!!Financing!!

WACWAC

BESIDE THE NEW LEGACY GMC

VISIT US ONLINE AT SOUTHERNFURNITURE.ORG

HOUSE FULL
OF FURNITURE

$1489

ROOM FULL
OF FURNITURE

$579

ATTENTION 

SHOPPERS:

THE MOST

AMAZING 

TAX REFUND

SALESSALES

EVENTEVENT
HAS BEGUN!

ROOFING

“We’ve got you covered!”

• FREE Estimates

• Residential and Commercial

• Lifetime Limited Warranty

• 15-yr. Warranty on 

   Labor and Shingles

• Financing Available

  601-319-7857Laurel, MS • Hattiesburg, MS
www.coxroofingms.com
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6.2 Cu. Ft. 6.2 Cu. Ft. 
Capacity DryerCapacity Dryer

3.8 Cu. Ft.3.8 Cu. Ft.
Top Load WasherTop Load Washer

• 27” Electric Dryer
• 4 Drying Cycle Types
• 3 Temp. Settings
• Upfront Lint Filter
• End of Cycle Signal

• Reversible Door

• 27” Top Load Washer
• 10 Wash Cycles
• 700 RPM Spin Speed
• Heavy Duty Agitator
• Stainless Steel Drum
• Deep Rinse Option

• Bleach & Fabric 
  Dispensers

Bay Springs 601-764-2161
Ellisville 601-477-3312

HTX24EASKWS

HTW240ASKWS $$439439 EACH

PRICE GOOD THRU 2-29-2020

REG. $499

SpecialSpecial

   Price   Price

STRETCH YOUR TAX REFUND!STRETCH YOUR TAX REFUND!

By Kevin Williamson

Voters in Mississippi House District 88 are 

now without the representative they sent 
to Jackson. Rep. Ramona Q. Blackledge, 

who defeated Republican counterparts 

Gary Staples and Chris Hodge in the August 

primary and then outpaced Staples in a run-

off three weeks later to win the seat, faced 
an opponent that she didn’t have enough 

votes to overcome. 

That opponent, according to Blackledge, 

is Philip Gunn, the Mississippi speaker of 

the house. 

Blackledge resigned from her House seat 

on Tuesday, Jan. 28 – and it became effec-

tive Friday, Jan. 31 – after Gunn reportedly 
took the stance that Blackledge and three 

other freshman lawmakers will in essence 

be “double-dipping” if they are allowed to 

continue in their elected offices with full 
pay and also receive the retirement bene-

fits they earned while working for the state 
in other jobs over the years. 

Although a special election will likely be 
held, Jones County Circuit Court Clerk Con-

cetta Brooks said nothing will be done until 
the governor issues a writ to hold a special  

election.  As of press time on Feb. 3, Brooks’ 

office had not received any official notifica-

tion from the state level. The governor gen-

erally issues such a writ within 30 days of a 
vacancy. 

The federal primaries are scheduled for 

Tuesday, March 10 this year; however, that 
date will not work for a special election to 
fill the House District 88 vacancy, since state 
law requires that a minimum 60-day notice 
of the election be given. Also, the qualifying 
deadline for such an election must be 50 
days before the election date. 

Brooks roughly estimates that the cost 
for Jones County to host the special elec-

tion will be $10,000. 
Laurel resident Robin Robinson will be 

a candidate for the vacant seat, whenever 

the special election is held. That’s according 
to an announcement on her Facebook page 
on Feb. 1. 

Blackledge worked for 40 years for Jones 
County, with much of her time being as the 
tax assessor-collector of the county. 

The other freshmen lawmakers facing the 

same quandary are Republican representa-

tives Dale Goodin of Richton, a retired edu-

cator; Billy Andrews of Lamar County, who 

305 Hill St. • Ellisville, MS

601-800-0118
Hours: M-F 8am-8pm
Sat 8am-6pm / Sun 1pm-5pm

Now Accepting Humana and

United Health Care

7
0
9
3
8

A huge BSU rummage sale for missions will be held February 7-8 (Friday and Saturday) 
from 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. The sale will take place at 701 S. Court St. in Ellisville. Venue is inside, 
so the sale will proceed rain or shine. 

There will be a variety of items to choose from, including clothes, books, shoes, knick-

knacks and more. We hope to see you there!

BSU to host rummage sale in Ellisville

Blackledge resigns as representative

----- Continued on P. 2 -----

Community Bank hosts 

Open House for Home 

Town’s “Little House”
By Linda Cranford

“This is a dream come true,” explained 

Rena Register Tuesday morning, January 

28, at her Open House, which was hosted 

by Community Bank.  Her first home to own 
was featured on Episode 2 of Season 4 of 
HGTV’s Home Town the night before.

“This is the littlest house we’ve ever 
done,” exclaimed Ben Napier during the 

episode.

The 648 square-foot home belonged to 

Register’s great grandmother and was lo-

cated next door to her mother’s house.

“It’s so close you can spit on it,” said Reg-

ister during the episode.

Register wanted to have her own home, 

but her grandmother’s house was just too 

close to her mom’s house.  Ben and Erin 
had a solution.  Why not move it? Register 
liked the idea, and the house was moved a 

few yards away from her mom’s house and 

nestled among pecan trees. Ben and Erin 
completely renovated the entire house in-

cluding, replacing the roof, vaulting the ceil-
ings, redoing the front porch, adding a side 

porch, painting the outside white, painting 

the front door blue, and giving the little 
house a red tin roof.

They gutted the inside and started over, 
giving Register an open and functional floor 
plan.  Ben and Erin utilized and repurposed 
several of the original fixtures in the house, 
including the kitchen sink, old refrigerator, 

and unusually small bathtub.

Register said she enjoyed the entire ex-

perience of being on the show and having 

her great-grandmother’s house remodeled.

“To have a piece of my grandmother live 

on is amazing and awesome,” exclaimed 
Register. “I love that I have a family heir-

loom.”

She added, “I get to live next to my mom 

(but not too close), and my best friend Nikki 
was a part of the show with me. That was 

awesome. It’s just all been fun.”

Nikki Hudson and Community Bank host-

ed the open house with food catered by Mi-

cah Gatlin with Lu’s Steakhouse and BBQ.

Register’s main job is working with the 

Jones County Baptist Association.  She is 
also an entrepreneur and is known around 

----- More on P.. 7 -----

Rasberry speaks at the “Welcome to 
Laurel” luncheon hosted by the YWCO

Keynote speaker Mallorie Rasberry. Photo/Linda Cranford

meeting each other for the 
first time and others rekin-

dling old friendships.  The 

YWCO Board of Directors 

hosted a “Welcome to Lau-

rel” luncheon on Thursday, 

January 23 with a home-

made soup and salad lunch.

Mallorie Rasberry was 

the keynote speaker and 

spoke about Laurel Main 

Street and the restoration 
of downtown Laurel. A 

number of people raised 

their hands when Rasberry 

asked the group how many 

have lived in Laurel for five 
years or less.

Addressing the Laurel 

old-timers, Rasberry said, 
“The rest of you have a rec-

ollection of what downtown 

By Linda Cranford

The auditorium of the 

YWCO was filled with folks 

More on P. 7


