
   Jones College honored three 

of its alumni, Dennis Bohan-

non of Laurel, Paul Culliver 

of The Woodlands, Texas and 

formerly of Raleigh, and Clyde 

Dease Jr., of Picayune and 

formerly of Ellisville, during 

Homecoming festivities.  Each 

of the three Honor Alumni of 

the Year has poured their heart 

and soul into their work and 

volunteering in various ways 

at JC according to Vice Pres-

ident of Advancement, Charlie 

Garretson. Bohannon has ded-

icated his life to education and 

athletics and has been a loyal 

supporter of the college. Cul-

liver and Dease, who are also 

lifetime members of the JCJC 

Alumni Association, have im-

pacted their field of expertise 
too. Jones College President, 

Dr. Jesse Smith added that 

each of the alumni has inspir-

ing accomplishments and are 

worthy of recognition.

  “Each of these men has had 

different, unique and challeng-

ing circumstances they had to 

overcome to get to Jones but 

from those experiences, they 

left Jones and made the world 

a better place wherever they 

went. It’s very inspiring to see 

all of their successes,” said 

Smith.

   Former Smith County res-

ident and Jones 2018 Honor 

Alumnus, Paul Culliver left 

his hometown of Raleigh 

shortly after earning his asso-

ciate’s degree in construction 

engineering from Jones. The 

All-Conference and MVP 

football and track star moved 

to Texas and started the first of 
several oilfield service com-

panies at the age of 23. Two 

years later, Culliver became 

operations manager of Triad 

Drilling & Supply, Geosouth-

ern Energy Corporation and 

USX Exploration. The inde-

pendent real estate, timber, 

and healthcare industry busi-

nessman always kept in touch 

with Mississippi. Over the 

years, he served as an officer 
and director of a retirement 

center in Raleigh and as vice 

president of the JCJC Founda-

tion Board of Directors and on 

the Foundation Finance & In-

vestment Committee. Culliver 

shared with the audience gath-

ered at the Honor Alumni of 

the Year luncheon his thoughts 

on how to be successful in life.

   “It’s about your DNA, work 

ethic, upbringing and even 

your birth order.  All of these 

things help in how we succeed 

in life.  An old man told me, 

‘If you’re not willing to get up 

in the morning and get your 

boots on to get to work, you’ll 

never amount to anything but 

go hungry,’” said Culliver.

   Dr. Smith praised Culliver for 

his ability to have an intense 

focus on the task before him, 

and yet look across the world 

to see how to do things best. 

He’s also not afraid to take on 

the world, Smith said. Culliver 

is very encouraging, very loy-

al. In fact, Culliver’s special 

project, Adam’s Angels Minis-

tries, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping families 

cope with the diagnosis of 

childhood cancer led him to 

Washington D.C. for several 

years.  Culliver acted as a rep-

resentative with the Children’s 

Oncology Group seeking leg-

islation and funding for pedi-

atric cancer research.

   “I tell young people all the 

time. It’s about relationships 

and it’s about working hard. 

I hope I’ve inspired others to 

succeed,” said Culliver.
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Water leak in Town of Raleigh shuts down Raleigh schools, businesses
By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor

A major breach in a water 

line in town caused business-

es and citizens of Raleigh to 
be without water which began 

on Sunday morning and con-

tinued into Monday afternoon.

Due to no water some busi-

nesses were closed and Ra-

leigh Elementary and Raleigh 

High schools were closed. 

Mayor Bobby Boykin stat-

ed “he had noticed a drop on 

the water tank level about mid 

morning on Sunday. He, along 

with the maintenance depart-

ment personnel worked all 

day to find the issue with no 
success.  The Mayor had also 

called in a water well compa-

ny to be in Raleigh first thing 
on Monday morning to help 

with the issue.

On Monday, around mid-

day, the leak was found at 

the site of the old Vanderford 

Sawmill, located just outside 

of Raleigh. Center Ridge Wa-

ter brought a backhoe in and 

started cleanout to begin re-

pairing the line. 

The Mayor has said in the 

past that the water wells and 

lines that serve the town are 

old and in bad need of repairs. 

The town is in the process of 

drilling a new well at this time.

The Mayor extends his sin-

cere thanks to the maintenance 

personnel for the long and dif-

ficult hours that were put in 
during this process. Special 

thanks to Red and Heather 

Easterling along with Jim-

my Burns for their assistance 

in locating the breach in the 

water system. Special thanks 

also to Pete Bruce with Cen-

ter Ridge Water for his help in 

cleaning out so the line could 

be repaired. I also apologize 
to the citizens of Raleigh for 
the inconveniences you ex-

perienced during this difficult 
time.

A boil water notice has been 

issued for the town which af-

fects 1,462 customers. 

Culliver honored among Jones College Honor Alumni of the Year

Honor Alumnus, Paul Culliver, right, with Jones College President, Dr. Jesse Smith, left, accepting a plaque honoring his 

accomplishments and contributions during a luncheon that formally recognized Culliver as one of three 2018 Honor Alumni.

JACKSON, Miss.— Over 

the past month, Commissioner 

Sam Britton and his staff vis-

ited all twenty-seven counties 

in the Southern District, trav-

eling over one thousand miles, 

as part of an ongoing effort to 

challenge the FCC’s claim that 

ninety percent of Mississippi 

has adequate cell phone ser-

vice. 

Britton and his staff visit-

ed hundreds of areas across 

the district, conducting nearly 

five hundred individual cell 
phone coverage speed tests 

to prove the FCC’s map is in-

accurate.  As part of a federal 

initiative to achieve universal 

cell phone coverage across the 

country, the FCC’s map deter-

mines what areas are eligible 

to receive federal funding to 

expand coverage.

“These maps are a big 

deal,” Britton said. “If these 

maps are inaccurate, Missis-

sippi could miss out on federal 

dollars that could expand cell 

phone coverage in our state.  

We need to make sure these 

maps are correct.” 

As part of this push, Britton 

asked the public via social me-

dia to share with him areas that 

lack cell phone coverage near 

them.  Britton received over 

six hundred comments from 

people voicing their particular 

experiences.

“Just come to my house,” 

one resident responded. “My 

family and I have to drive to 

the end of the road to get any 

type of service to make calls.”

This comment and others 

like it were considered and 

added to Britton’s database 

used in this process.  Britton 

voiced appreciation for the 

public’s participation in this 

and says this will be an ongo-

ing effort to ensure the maps 

are accurate.

“To the people who re-

sponded to our social media 

request,” Britton said. “Thank 

you. Your comments made 

a real difference in this pro-

cess of documenting poor cell 

phone coverage.”

Britton concluded that the 

process highlights how valu-

able social media can be when 

used in this way.

Commissioner Sam Britton challenging 

Federal Communications Commission cell 

phone coverage map
Map claims ninety percent of Mississippi is covered with 

adequate cell phone service

Workers look on as Pete Bruce from Center Ridge Water digs out mud and water from the hole where the leak was found.

Taylorsville man arrested for 

posting threats on social media 
By Brenda Ingram

SCR Editor

A 25 year old adult has been 

arrested for making threats on 

social media against two Tay-

lorsville students.

According to Taylorsville 

Chief of Police Gabe Horn, 

Nicholas Oliver Pickering was 

arrested and booked on No-

vember 19 by the Taylorsville 

Police Department. 

Horn stated that Pickering 

had made the verbal threats 

on school property. Pickering 

went even further with the 

threats of harming the students 

when he posted photos of how 

he was going to harm them. 

Pickering has appeared be-

fore Judge Hulon West where 

his bond was set at $25,000 

each for the two charges of 

“Posting of injurious messag-

es through electronic media.”

At press time Pickering had 

not made bond and was still 

housed at the Smith County 

Jail.

Nicholas O. Pickering


