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n  Buster Wolfe, Reporter

A 28-year-old Petal woman was killed 

when the car she was riding in struck a tree 

on Hwy. 589 south of Bellevue.

Kimberly Sumrall, who was living in 

Hattiesburg, was riding in a northbound 

Nissan Sentra driven by Blake Breazeale, 

24, of Petal, according to Mississippi 

Highway Patrol Sgt. Travis Luck. The 

vehicle apparently ran off the shoulder of 

the highway and struck a tree, Luck said.

Breazeale was taken to a local hospital 

with life-threatening injuries. Luck said 

neither Breazeale nor Sumrall were 

wearing seat belts at the time of the 

accident.

The Lamar County Sheriff’s Department 

assisted MHP officers in the incident. The 
accident remains under investigation.

Originally published on Impact601.com

n  Chris McDaniel, Columnist

Every authoritar-ian government 
throughout history has used distraction to 
control the populace.  
In our country, it is a 
ploy in the playbook of 
the modern Democrat 
Party.

It has been remarked 
how often political 
news stories emerge 
that seem designed to 
distract and cause an 
uproar in the public 
mind.  Divisive elections, hysteria over 
mass shootings, caged children at the border, 
catastrophic climate change fears, and the 
threat of a so-called “tyrannical” President 
have all made their way to the forefront of the 
nation’s attention since 2017.  

In 2016 we had a divisive presidential 
election.  The media and their allies in 
government – the Democrats – began 
attacking President Trump and promoting 
the radicals that took to the streets to scream 
and riot in protest.  The media’s assaults 
on the President have been consistent and 
unprecedented.

Now the shiny new toy in today’s political 
world is impeachment.

Just days ago, the Democratic-led House of 
Representatives impeached President Trump.  
A trial will presumably be held by the Senate 
early next year, amid the presidential primary 
campaign.

The impeachment of Trump, on historically 
flimsy evidence, only serves to distract and 
divide an already distracted and divided 
people. The level of vitriol (More on P2.)  

Chris McDaniel

Impeachment shows the 

dysfunction of Congress
Petal woman dies 

in car accident

Critical shortage: Local blood bank 

calls on donors to help patients now
Vitalant, formerly United Blood Services, 

the nonprofit blood bank serving the local 
community in the Pine Belt Region, has 
declared a critical shortage of blood as blood 
providers nationwide have less than a two 
days’ supply of necessary blood types.

For Vitalant, the busy holiday season 
resulted in over 21,000 fewer donations than 
expected. Due to the critical shortage, donors 
are strongly encouraged to give blood as 
soon as possible by calling 877-258-4825 
(877-25-VITAL) or going online to vitalant.
org.

“We strive to maintain a 4-day supply of 
blood just to provide what patients need, and 
currently we’re at less than half that for certain 
blood types,” said Dr. Ralph Vassallo, Chief 
Medical Officer at Vitalant. “Blood on the 
shelf helps patients every day—for traumas, 
cancer treatments and critical transfusions—
and enables us to be ready if disaster strikes.”

Currently, all blood types and components 
are in short supply, with a special need for 
platelets and type O blood donations. Platelets 
have a very short shelf life—only five days. 
Type O-negative blood is the universal blood 
type that can help stabilize all patients. 
Nationally, Vitalant needs to collect more 
than 35,000 blood products per week to meet 
patient needs. In Mississippi, we need to 
collect 250 blood products per day to meet 
local patient needs.

Every two seconds, someone needs blood. 
And even with new donations coming in 
daily, the demand can quickly outpace supply. 
Patients depend on the ongoing generosity 
of volunteer blood donors for the blood 
transfusions they need.

Who’s at risk? Everyone from accident 
victims to newborns to seniors who may need:

• Red blood cells for trauma, surgery, 
emergencies

• Platelets and red blood cells to fight 
chronic disease – patients with cancer, 
hemophilia and sickle cell disease

• Plasma to stop the bleeding – burn 
patients and those with clotting disorders.

Nathan was born with a rare blood 
disorder. Every month, he relies on 

the generosity of strangers to donate 
lifesaving blood—a need that will most 

likely continue the rest of his life.


