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The West Jasper School 
District is among 12 school 
districts to have recently re-
ceived grant funds to help get 
school children back-and-forth 
to school safely in an environ-
mentally efficient manner. 

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Environmental Qual-
ity (MDEQ) awarded at total 
$296,992 to the districts to 
assist in the purchase of new 
school buses.  The West Jas-
per School District received  
$43,496 which has already 
aided in the purchase of three 
new school buses for the dis-
trict.

“We are pleased to partici-
pate in this grant program as it 

enables us to apply grant funds 

toward the purchase of newer 
busses while helping to main-
tain a quality environment,” 
said West Jasper School Dis-
trict Superintendent Warren 
Woodrow.

According to MDEQ, the 
grants, funded under the Die-
sel Emissions Reduction Act 
(DERA), were provided to the 
school districts by MDEQ’s 
Air Division toward the pur-
chase of new diesel-powered 
buses with more stringent pol-
lution controls to replace older 

buses thus reducing emissions 
of particulate matter, hydrocar-
bons, and carbon monoxide. 
Since 2009, the MDEQ Die-
sel School Bus Replacement 
Program has awarded more 
than $1.38 million to 40 school 
districts for the purchase of 87 
school buses.

“I am very pleased that the 

Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality has 
awarded this money to the 12 
school districts to aid in the 
purchase of new school bus-
es with cleaner emissions to 
transport students to and from 
school,” said Mississippi Gov-
ernor Phil Bryant.

“Thousands of Mississippi 

students begin and end their 
days with a trip on a school 
bus so helping school districts 
provide newer, cleaner buses 
is an ongoing priority for the 
Mississippi Department of En-
vironmental Quality. School 
buses are the safest and most 
efficient way to transport stu-
dents, but we want to ensure 

that it is a healthy trip,” said 
Gary Rikard, MDEQ Execu-
tive Director.   

According to Superinten-
dent Woodrow, the West Jas-
per School District operates 
with approximately 30 buses.  
A new school bus costs ap-
proximately $80,000, and the 
district was able to portion 

out just over $15,000 worth of 
grant money into each of the 
three new buses the school dis-
trict has purchased.  

Other districts that received  
grants were:

Enterprise School District 
(Clarke County) – $15,000 
(one bus); Harrison County 
School District – $30,000 
(two buses); Itawamba County 
School District – $30,000 (two 
buses); Lee County School 
District – $58,496 (four bus-
es); Marshall County School 
District – $30,000 (two bus-
es); Monroe County School 
District – $15,000 (one bus); 
Nettleton School District – 
$15,000 (one bus); North Pike 
School District – $15,000 (one 
bus); Oxford School District – 
$15,000 (one bus); Pontotoc 
City School District – $15,000 
(one bus), and Winona-Mon-
togomery Consolidated School 
District – $15,000 (one bus).

MDEQ encourages school 

districts to adopt anti-idling 
policies and the implemen-
tation of such a policy is a 
requirement for the districts 
that received funds for buses 
this year. Stricter emissions 
standards for diesel engines, 
including school buses, were 
implemented by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) in 2007.
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West Jasper awarded MDEQ grant for bus purchases

The West Jasper School District was recently awarded a $43,496 MDEQ grant, which helped with the purchase of three new 
and more environmentally efficient school buses.  The grant was provided by MDEQ’s Air Division.  Photo/heath Walley 

I’m Jonathan Pippen, Vice-
President of the West Jasper 
School Board and the repre-
sentative for District Four.  I 
have faithfully served you, 
the taxpayers of West Jasper 
for five years, and am seek-
ing re-election to continue to 
serve you.  

I am a lifelong West Jas-
per resident and have been 
married to Amanda Rayner 
Pippen for 20 years.  We are 
active members of The Rock 
Church.  We have three chil-
dren.  Our daughter, Jadyn, 
is 16, and we have two sons; 
Jake, who is 13, and Jon Tru-
man, who is 3.  

For the past five years, I 
have been your voice in the 
boardroom.  It is a job that I 
take extremely serious, and  I 
am very thankful for the trust 
and confidence that you have 
placed in me.  As I promised 
five years ago, I have made 
a stand for our children.  A 
stand to allow our children 
to have prayer and devotion 
at school and at school ac-
tivities.  I have stood strong 
against hazing and bullying, 
believing that each and every 
child has the right to attend 
school and gain an education 
without fear or intimidation.  

I have stood for fiscal respon-
sibility, making a sensible 
budget and staying within 
it, and I am very proud that 
West Jasper, through care-
ful budget planning, has not 
asked for a millage increase 
for the last three years.  

During my current term, 
we have also built 23 new 
classrooms, constructed a 
technology lab, purchased 21 
new fuel efficient buses, and 
fortified every classroom to 
keep our students safer.

West Jasper School Dis-
trict employs over 230 people 
and educates approximately 
1,500 students.  Our yearly 
district budget is nearly 16 
million dollars.  With this 
much at stake, experience 

matters.  
As a small business owner, 

I know all about hard work, 
staying within a budget, put-
ting in long hours, and not 
quitting until the job is done.  
I have used this same mind 
set as a board member, and 
we are getting results that re-
ally matter with high district 
test scores, high graduation 
rates, a superior rated district, 
and many other notable stu-
dent achievements that ben-
efit not only our students, but 
also our communities as well.  

I was born in Jasper Coun-
ty and am an alumni of West 
Jasper Schools.  With deep 
roots in West Jasper and two 
children in school here, I 
am uniquely qualified, with 
a proven record of financial 
responsibility, to keep us 
moving forward.  Experience 
matters; let mine keep work-
ing for you. 

On November 5th, I hum-
bly ask that you vote to keep 
me, Jonathan D. Pippen, as 
your District Four School 
Board Representative.  Vote 
Pippen, proven progress for 
the people of West Jasper. 

Thank you for your vote 
and support.
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Jasper County has been cho-
sen to receive $8,228 to sup-
plement emergency food and 
shelter programs in the county.

The selection was recently  

made by a national board that 

is chaired by the U. S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s 

Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and consists of 
representatives from American 
Red Cross; Catholic Charities, 
USA; National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA; 
The Jewish Federations of 
North America, The Salvation 
Army; and, United Way World-
wide. 

The board was charged to 

distribute funds appropriated 
by Congress to help expand 
the capacity of food and shelter 
programs in high-need areas 
around the country.

A local board made up of a 

city official, United Way, and 

others will determine how the 

funds awarded to Jasper Coun-

ty will be distributed among 
the emergency food and shelter 
programs run by local service 
agencies in the area. 

The local board is responsi-
ble for recommending agencies 
to receive these funds and any 
additional funds made avail-
able under this phase of the 
program. 

Under the terms of the grant 
from the national board, lo-
cal agencies chosen to receive 
funds must be private volun-
tary nonprofits or units of gov-
ernment, be eligible to receive 

Federal funds, have an ac-

counting system, practice non-

discrimination, have demon-

strated the capability to deliver 
emergency food or shelter pro-
grams, and if they are a private 
voluntary organization, have 
a voluntary board. Qualifying 
agencies are urged to apply.

Jasper County has dis-
tributed emergency food and 
shelter funds previously with 
Multi-County Community Ser-

vice Agency and The Salva-
tion Army participating. These 
agencies were responsible for 
providing meals and nights of 
lodging.

Public or private voluntary 
agencies interested in applying 

for Emergency Food and Shel-
ter Program funds must contact 
Pearl Roberts at 601-787-4844, 
601-764-2015 or proberts@
multi-countycsa.org for an ap-
plication. 

The deadline for applica-

tions to be received is Septem-
ber 12, 2019. 

The local Emergency Food 
and Shelter Board will meet 
on September 13 at 10 a.m., at 
Bay Springs City Hall audito-
rium (39 6th Street). 
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Michael Davis is our new 
Area 2 NRCS Soil Conser-
vation Technician for Jasper 
County. 

Michael is originally from 
Livingston, Alabama. He re-
ceived a B.S. Degree from 
Mississippi State University 
in agricultural engineering 
technology and business with 
minor in animal science in 
2004. 

After graduation Michael 
expanded his cow/calf op-
eration to 250 momma cows 

through an FSA loan. He then 
went on to manage several 
large cattle, crop and hunting 
operations in Sumter County 
Alabama. 

In 2015 Michael purchased 
a farm in Rose Hill, Missis-
sippi, where he raises a com-
mercial herd of Angus and 
Brangus type cows. He sends 
his calves to feedlots in Kan-
sas and raises his own replace-
ment heifers. 

Michael enjoys sharing his 
experience and knowledge 
with other producers in the 
area, and he is very honored 

to join NRCS in helping to 
preserve agriculture.

“The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its pro-
grams and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, mari-
tal status, familial status, pa-
rental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or a part of an 
individual’s income is derived 
from any public assistance 
program.”

Michael Davis has been named the Area 2 NRCS Soil Conservation Technician for the county.

Davis named new Area 2 NRCS 

Soil Conservation Technician

County to receive funds for food, shelter program


