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January

A Simpson County man 

was arrested and charged with 

shooting Jimmy (Potchie) Kil-

gore last New Years Eve. Kil-

gore was shot in the neck after 

an argument between the two.

Taylorsville quarterback, 

Ty Keyes received the first Di-
vision 1 scholarship offer from 

Ole Miss.

Mayor Boykin and the 

board started the process of re-

viewing past due audits for the 

Town of Raleigh.

The Smith County Live-

stock show was held on Janu-

ary 20.

Entergy installed new LED 
street lights on Main St. in Ra-

leigh.

Discussion on a new school 
was topic of conversation 

during the January 25 school 

board meeting. Superinten-

dent Hancock presented to 

the board his  two year plans 

to raise Smith County School 

District to a level A before 
leaving office and to imple-

ment the new school in the 

Polkville area.

February

Tymiah Green was crowned  

as Smith County’s Distin-

guished Young Woman.

The Smith County Wag-

on Train headed through the 

county on their way to Dixie 
National.

Smith County had three 

animals in the Sale of Junior 

Champions. Faith and Jake 

Sullivan, Mize 4-H/FFA had 

the Champion English Steer, 

and Kylie Roberts, Mize 4-H 

had two market goats in the 

sale. Gage and Garrett Ingram, 

Smith 4-H won the carcass 

contest with their 1225 lb. Eu-

ropean steer.

The Raleigh Board of Al-

dermen set Tuesday, April 3 as 

the date the town would vote 

on legalizing alcohol sales in 

Raleigh.

The school board toured the 

proposed new school site in 

Polkville.

Rep. Mark Tullos spoke at 

the Raleigh Area Chamber of 

Commerce Membership Din-

ner.

March

Three arrests were made 

for the 2013 unsolved murder 

of Sylvarena resident Isaac 

Hodges. Arrested were broth-

ers Kenrick and Shavon Holli-

day and Xavier Cortez Camp-

bell.

Otis Lee Fairley, 66, who 

was in prison for the murder of 

State Trooper Billy Langham 

died. The incident happened in 

1981 on New Year’s Eve.

A man was pulled from a 

well in Polkville after he fell 

in. The well was hidden by 

debris and a rotted piece of 

plyboard that had been placed 

over it. 

The state auditor puts Ra-

leigh on notice to pay court 

assessments fees to Mississip-

pi Treasury. The audit found 

that the town had collected but 

not appropriately deposited 

$47,076.72.

The citizens of Mize ad-

dressed the Mize Board of 

their concerns with street 

problems and run down prop-

erties.

The absence of 911 ad-

dresses continue to be an issue 

for emergency response.

The Polkville Board of Al-

dermen awarded a water well 

contract to Mid-South Water 

and Thompson Brothers Drill-
ing for a new well.

The Raleigh Board of Al-

dermen defended their actions 

in setting a vote of legalizing 

alcohol sale during their meet-

ing.

The clearing of land for the 

new Raleigh Fire Station has 

begun.

April

The citizens of Raleigh vot-

ed yes to approve the sale of 

liquor. The vote was 202  for 

and 106 against.

The Smith County School 

Board approved the new 

school in Polkville with a 4/1 

vote, with Randy Lowery cast-

ing the dissenting vote,

A Warren Hill resident, 

Kennedy Craft, was arrested 

after  shooting a female victim 

after an altercation between 

the two.

The Mize Board of Alder-

men expressed concerns of il-
legal dumping in the town and 

the cost of attorney fees during 

their meeting. 

Thirty three criminal and 

misdemeanor cases were slat-

ed to be heard by the Grand 

Jury during the April term.

The Board of Supervisors 

approved a 43K payment of 

Jones College for Smith Coun-

ty students.

A Smith County bridge on 

SCR 502 was closed due to a 

Governor’s Emergency Order.

The Smith County School 

Board discussed a possible 

bond issue for a new RHS 

football stadium.

Family Dollar Store started 
making preparations for their 

new store to be located next 
door to the Short Stop.

May

The Turner Chapel Com-

munity dedicated a new walk-

ing trail in the area. The walk-

ing trail was built by a 75/25 

grant.

The Smith County Relay 

for Life raised over $40,000.

The Raleigh Lady Lions 

softball team proceeded to the 

3A State Championship after 

their win over Choctaw Cen-

tral.

The Chancery Court of 

Smith County went online 

with electronic filing on May 
14.

The annual Senior Citizens 

Day was held with approxi-
mately 76 attendees. Mr. Rudy 

Pacas, 90, was the oldest man 

in attendance and Mrs. Bea 

Kennedy, 94, was the oldest 

lady.  The couple married the 

longest, 61 years, was Van and 

Mary Sullivan.

The Lady Lions held the ti-

tle of 2018 South State Cham-

pions.

Smith County mourned the 

death of Raleigh Police Offi-

cer, Paul Morris after he was 

killed in an automobile acci-

dent while on duty.

Curriculum Director Chuck 
Jones advised the school board 

that 97% of the 3rd grade stu-

dents in the county passed the 

3rd Grade Reading Gate Test. 

100% at Taylorsville passed, 

98% of Mize passed and 93% 

of RES passed, which was 

their highest grade ever.

June

The drive thru bank at the 

Y in Raleigh was demolished, 

making way for a new main 

bank in that location. 

Smith County students ex-

celled at the State FFA con-

vention.

The Town of Mize started 

gearing up for the Watermelon 

Festival.

Taylorsville grants pay rais-

es for police officers an hires 
full time officer.

Smith SO takes fire during 
a manhunt. Rusty Squires of 

Quitman was apprehended af-

ter leading officers on a chase 
involving several stolen vehi-

cles. 

The school board held a 

public budget hearing and 

stated there would be no tax 
increase for 2018-2019.

State Auditor Stacey Pick-

ering resigns to accept a VA 

position.

The Taylorsville Chamber 

of Commerce donated $1,000 

to the Taylorsville Volunteer 

Fire Department.

July

A business attorney ad-

dressed supervisors on legal-

izing beer sales in the county. 

She was told it would take a 

20% petition for the board to 

set an election date.

Douglas Craft, 58 of the 
Wicker Mill Community was 

arrested for the shooting death 

of his 19 year old nephew, 

Austin Spivey, during a fam-

ily dispute. His bail was set 

at $100,000 by Judge Hulon 

West.

Local archer, John Sorey of 

Raleigh competed in the Na-

tional Invitational 4-H Shoot-

ing Sports in Grand Island, 

Nebraska. John placed 3rd 

overall in the competition.

The Town of Mize voted 

to begin forming a Parks and 

Recreation Department.
An accident involving a 

tractor trailer and a motorcycle 

resulted in the death of 56 year 

old Mayo Dendy of Mize.
Fifty one elementary stu-

dents participated in a com-

puter robotics camp, Bulldog 

Bytes Computer Camp. Dr. 
Michael Hamilton, a RHS 

2000 graduate and MS State 

Engineering Professor con-

ducted the camp.

Allie Boyd, from Sylvare-

na was selected to participate 

in the undergraduate portion 

of the MS Rural Physicians 

Scholarship Program.

The school district issued 

statements on student cell 

phones and electronic devices 

for the upcoming school year.  

Though they can be brought to 

school, no cell phone or relat-

ed devices can be used during 

school hours.

August

A Taylorsville man was 

charged in a drive by shooting. 

Twenty year old Ryan Chance 

Brewer was arrested for the 

incident.

Mize appoints a new police 

chief, Dewayne Hawkins on a 
4-1 vote.

The Taylorsville board se-

lects Central Bidding as their 

reverse auction provider.

Koch Food agrees to a 

$3,750,000 settlement in a 

lawsuit that was filed by work-

ers for discrimination against 

female and Hispanic employ-

ees at the Morton plant. 

Forty eight year old Al-

len Gray of Taylorsville was 

charged with murder after the 

death of a two year old. An al-

tercation between he and the 

childs mother resulted in the 

child’s death.

The home of Bro. Doyle 

and Pat Boyles was destroyed 

by fire while the couple was at 
church on Sunday evening.

Raleigh native and physi-

cian Jeremy Wells was hon-

ored as New Physician of the 

Year.

Magee General Hospital 

files for Chapter 11 bankrupt-
cy.

September

The Town of Raleigh pro-

claims September 2 as Ms. 

Merle Mason Day. Ms. Merle 
is 90 years old and still works.

A double murder-suicide 

claimed the life of Raleigh res-

idents 61 year old JT Miller, 

and his daughter, 19 year old 

Taylor Miller Kelly. Miller’s 

son-in-law, 29 year old By-

ron Kelly killed Miller and his 

wife Taylor before turning the 

gun on himself.

The school board an-

nounced a Town Hall meeting 

to answer questions and con-

cerns about the new school in 

Polkville. 

The Crossbrand Cowboy 

Church hosts a Cowboy Camp 

for kids K-8th grade.

Judge David Shoemake 
announces for re-election as 

Chancery Judge Post One

Zeb Vance Baucum IV 

joined the law firm of Tullos 
and Tullos.

October

Jacey Roberts is crowned 

as Homecoming Queen at Ra-

leigh.

Bailey Runnels is crowned 

as Homecoming Queen at 

Mize.

Allie Eaton is crowned as 

Homecoming Queen at Tay-

lorsville.

There was standing room 

only for the Town Hall meet-

ing concerning the new 

Polkville school on October 

8.  The board by a vote of 

3-2, canceled the new school 

at their next board meeting 
which was held on October 22.

Supervisors approved sher-

iff’s request to re-hire termi-

nated deputy.

Raleigh parents attend town 

hall meeting to address con-

cerns on closing the tennis 

court.

A woman who was charged 

in the murder of her husband 

voluntarily pled guilty and 

orally admitted guilt to the 

crime of manslaughter during 

court on Monday, October 23. 

Angela Turner was sentenced 

to 20 years with 8 to serve.

Raleigh mourned the un-

timely death of Douglas Hord. 
Hord, 20, was involved in a 

fatal accident in Texas which 

also involved his brother, 19 

year old Tristan Scott. Scott 

is  still in the hospital where 

he is recovering from severe 

injuries. 

Two Jasper County resi-

dents were arrested for drugs 

and possession of stolen prop-

erty.

Prentis Adcock was the 

winner in District 4 school 
board race, replacing Eric 

Lott.

Jay Arrington was the win-

ner in the District 3 school 
board race, replacing Randy 

Lowery. 

November

The Board of Supervisors 

has requested the National 

Guard’s assistance on an Eco-

nomic Development project. 
The county has been working 

with Economic Development 
on preparation of land in the 

Taylorsville Industrial Park for 

new business development

The Taylorsville board has 

approved a 3% pay raise to 

their full time employees. 

Schools in the county ob-

served Veterans Day by invit-
ing veterans to their school 

and honoring them with pro-

grams.

Another vehicle wreck has 

claimed the life of two more 

Smith County residents in 

Rankin County.

William M. Ham, 21, of 

Mize and Blake Powell, 19, 

of Raleigh were both killed 

instantly when the truck they 

were riding in collided with a 

dump truck.

The Raleigh board ap-

proved the purchase of a new 

town generator and discuss 

hiring a town clerk.

A water main leak in Ra-

leigh shut down schools and 

businesses. The issue began 

on Sunday morning and con-

tinued into Monday afternoon.

Paul Culliver was hon-

ored among Jones College as 

Alumni of the Year.

December

Brandon Stringer was hon-

ored as the 2018 Firefighter of 
the Year for Taylorsville Vol-

unteer Fire Department.
The Attorney General’s Of-

fice indicts two former depu-

ties that were terminated in 

2017. The two officers were 
charged with two counts of sex  
between law enforcement offi-

cer and two female inmates.

The RHS Cheerleaders 

place 2nd at state competition 

during the 1-A-3A Varsity 

Game Day State Title held in 
Jackson.

2018


