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Seven arrested in prostitution sting; larger problem
n Buster Wolfe, Reporter

The arrests of seven suspects connected 

to a prostitution ring in Hattiesburg last 

weekend demonstrated multi-agency 

cooperation in fighting sex crimes that 
could escalate to human trafficking.

Because of the volume of sex-crime 
activity throughout the region, undercover 

operations targeting prostitution and 

human trafficking could take place every 
night, according to one law enforcement 

officer.
Forrest County Sheriff’s Capt. Phillip 

Hendricks is a member of the Pine Belt 
Anti-Human-Trafficking Taskforce, 
which conducted undercover operations 

in Hattiesburg. He said the task force is 
continually working to fight local sex 

crimes. “I really 
believe we could 

go out just about 

every night of the 

week and make 

arrests,” he said. 
“This is going on 
every night and 

in the low-end 

hotels, but not just 

in Hattiesburg 

– in every city. Pretty much every one of 
these people was in direct contact with 

(someone) undercover chatting on either 

an app or website.”
The seven suspects arrested were:

Alicia Clarissa Webb, 35, of Detroit, 

Michigan, and Jessica Rasha Cochran, 

25, of Monticello, Mississippi, were each 

arrested for engaging 

in prostitution. 
Bond was 

$500 each; 

Cochran has 

already bonded 

out.
Calvin Marquel 

Coleman, 25, of Hattiesburg 

was arrested for procuring prostitution. 
He was a customer that tried to pay an 

undercover officer for sex. Bond was not 
specified.

Jaminca Domenna Grant, 43, of Flint, 

Michigan, was arrested for aiding and 

abetting prostitution. Hendricks said she 
acted as a lookout. Bond not specified. 

Kandi Jo Brand, 29, of Hattiesburg 

was arrested for promoting prostitution 

($20,000 bond) and possession of a 

controlled substance: methamphetamine 

($5,000 bond).
 “In order to be charged with sex 

trafficking, there has to be a 
threat of violence or the 

person has to be a 

minor, which we 

couldn’t prove that 

there was a threat 

of violence. So, we 
had to charge her with 

promoting,” Hendricks 

said.
Wallace Kim Bolton Jr. was arrested for 

possession of a (More on Page 2). 
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Oak Grove/Weathersby roundabout has more loops yet
n Buster Wolfe, Reporter

The Mississippi Department of 

Transportation will be meeting 

with Lamar County Engineer 

Don Walker within the 

next two weeks to work 
through details about 

the proposed 

roundabout at 

the intersection 

of Oak Grove and 

Weathersby roads in 

Hattiesburg.
Walker discussed the 

proposal with the Lamar 

County Board of Supervisors in 

August 2018. He said the work had 

received a project number on July 12 

from MDOT. The City of Hattiesburg 
later approved a Memorandum 

of Understanding with Lamar 

County for the roundabout.
The two-lane round-

about is intended 

to relieve traffic 
congestion during 

busy hours. 
Walker said the 

next meeting with 
MDOT is important. 

“We’re going through a 
review process with MDOT 

because they will need to concur 

with the layout and design,” he said. 

“A critical component of any roundabout is 
to be big enough and alerting traffic to how 
the roundabout functions. So, you’ve got to 
have adequate signage for the approach to 

direct traffic for either through movement 
or roundabout movement.”

Roundabouts are few and far between 

in the Pine Belt, so Walker believes a 
learning curve exists.

“Once (people) go through (the 
roundabout) several times, they’ll see 

how it operates,” he said. “Roundabouts 
can accommodate fairly large amounts 

of traffic. It’s just a matter of people 
learning it and getting used to it. It’s a 
different concept, it’s a big area, it is not 

necessarily unique, and MDOT uses 

them all over the State of Mississippi.” 

                (More on Page 2)


