
By Carol Evans,
JCn staff WritEr

The Bay Springs High 
School basketball team has 
been honored by the Board 
members and Superintendent 
of the West Jasper School 
District for claiming the 
2018-19 MHSAA Class 2A 
State Championship.  

The Board and Superinten-
dent Warrent Woodrow pre-
sented a resolution to honor 
the team at a meeting on  
May 14.  The team finished 
the season with a 31-3 record. 

Woodrow expressed how 
proud the district was of the 
team, and thanked the coach-
es and team members for 
their hard work.  

The honor of winning the 

State Championship, ac-
cording to the resolution, 
has distinguished each team 
member, coach, school, town, 
county, and the West Jasper 
School District; and, this 
monumental accomplish-
ment on March 8, 2019, has 
blessed the lives of all patrons 
and citizens of Jasper County, 
and will forever bless their 
lives.

The team members and 
coaches were presented a 
framed resolution signed by 
the Board members and the 
Superintendant in appre-
ciation of their achievement.  
Framed copies will also be 
put on display in the Super-
intendant’s Office and in the 
high school.

By HEatH WallEy,
JCn Editor
nEWs@JaspErCountynEWs.nEt

A Bay Springs tradition 
that dates back to 1991 is back 
again this year.

The 29th Bay Fest will 
kick off Wednesday, May 29, 

at 6 p.m., with the traditional 
Mayor’s Night at the Carnival, 
where all tickets will be half 
price.  The event will then con-
tinue until Saturday, June 1.
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Championship basketball team presented resolution

Who are we? This question 
has plagued the county for a 
numerous amounts of years 
as Jasper County has become 
stagnant for generations.  

I’ve dedicated my life to 
empowering the youth through 
teaching computer program-
ming and as well as connect-
ing the generations before us 
with an understanding of how 
to lead the people of today.  

When we think of people 
who can move us forward, 
we cannot stop at just put-
ting people in office because 
of family ties or because they 
have such experience in cer-
tain positions.  These things do 
not equate out to mean a better 
choice of leadership.  

How often have career poli-
ticians given us promises only 
to mismanage our lives?  We 
look to these positions not to 
only manage our dollars, but 
we look to these positions to 
connect us to the outside world 
and leaders that provide the 
resources to propel us in the 
direction we envision for our 
tomorrow.  

Being the President of the 
Young Democrats of Jasper 
County, Executive Board 
Member of Jasper County 
Community Center initiative, 
member of the Concern Citi-

zens of Jasper County, State 
Representative of the Young 
Democratic Party of Missis-
sippi, Chairman of the Profes-
sional Caucus, Chairman of 
the Labor Caucus, President 
of the non-profit “Something 
Amazing”, and founding CEO 
of McCullum and Thompson 
Consulting Firm, I have a di-
rect correlation of leadership 
and community activism on 
an unprecedented level for a 
candidate running for office.  
Growing up on County Road 
206 Montrose, MS, I feel what 
the community desires when 
we speak of moving the coun-
ty forward.  

I’m a husband and father 
to my 3 year old son, Larry Jr.  
If a boss is what we seek, we 
should not look for political 

guidance, but someone who 
works in the field unrelated to 
moving us forward, but if we 
seek the leadership that can 
bring attention to Jasper Coun-
ty unlike ever before, then we 
should look no further.  

This election is greater than 
just electing a new politician.  
This election is about choos-
ing the interest of the people.  
Who are the people we ask?  
The people are the everyday 
9-5, 2-10, and 10-6 workers.  
People can give false promises 
of what they can provide to the 
people, but how many have 
the affiliations to make them 
happen?  Being endorsed by 
people such as, Senator Can-
didate Mike Espy, and other 
community leaders across the 
county, I’m positioned to con-
nect us on a grander scale.  We 
the people, who understands 
the importance of sitting at 
the table for redistricting to 
prevent gerrymandering, and, 
we the people, need someone 
who understands the value of 
the census.  It provides more 
dollars for our community to 
operate.  I promise to provide, 
we the people, with unwaver-
ing transparency unlike any-
one who has ever been in the 

Thompson running for Chancery Clerk
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I, Juan Barnett, am an-
nouncing my run for re-
election for Senator District 
34, which consists of Jasper 
County and portions of Jones 
County and Forrest County.

I am the son of Nancy 
(Steve) Barnett-James and the 
late Willie James Barnett. I am 
married to Jacqueline Lovett-
Barnett, and am the father of 
four children, Jayla, Jayvone, 
Juandria and James.

I am a member of the Eb-
enezer Baptist Church where 
I serve as a Deacon and Bible 
class teacher.

I stand as a United States 
Army Veteran, who fought 
proudly during Operation Des-
ert Storm / Desert Shield. 

I attended the University 
of West Alabama, located in 
Livingston, Alabama, where 
I studied Industrial Science. I 
am also a member of the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Currently employed by 
AT&T since 1998, I am pres-
ently serving as vice-president 
of the local CWA union.

I have served as the Senator 
for District 34 for the past four 
years.  

Having grown up in Jasper 
County, I have come to realize 
that this county has a lot to of-
fer and it is very important that 
the rest of the state know this 
as well. Jasper County has an 
abundance of forestry, cattle, 
agriculture, petroleum and cut-
ting edge industry that can be 
used to grow our economy by 
providing the necessary jobs 
that are needed. Not only does 
this apply to Jasper County, 

but also to all of the counties 
that make up the district.

As your Senator, we have 
been able to accomplish many 
things:

•Fought to make sure that 
the legislature did not con-
solidate East and West Jasper 
School Districts.

•Fought to make sure that 
criminal justice reform was 
passed to help individuals with 
non-violent offenses be able to 
have a second chance on life 
with the aid of having certain 
felonies removed from their 
records; not having bail out of 
jail for misdemeanor related 
offenses, but to be able to be 
released on their own recogni-
zance while they await trial.  

•Fought to end driver li-
cense  suspensions for drug 
offenses  unrelated to driving, 
This also prevents license sus-
pensions for non-payment of 
fines and fees, and closes the 
loophole that prevents people 
with drug convictions from 
receiving work force training 
and nutritional assistance.   It 
also allows people released on 

parole or probation extra time 
to find a job before they must 
start paying supervision fees. 

I also voted for teachers and 
state employees pay raises. 

District 34 Projects in 2016 
- 2019 that I was able to get 
funded by grants and bond 
bills include:

Jasper County 
1. $3,800,000 for bridge re-

placement in Jasper County. 
2. $29,000 for County Road 

52814 
3. $50,000 for Town of 

Louin. 
4. $50,000 for Beat 3 road 

improvements (special ses-
sion).

5. $100,000 for Beat 5 road 
improvements (special ses-
sion).

6. $432,642 for drainage/
sewer improvements in Town 
of Heidelberg (2018 CDBG).

7. $100,000 for road im-
provements in Town of Hei-
delberg (special session - 
$50,000 from plain/$50,000 
from bond bill). 

8. $128,980 for sewer im-
provements in City of Bay 
Springs (2016 SMLPC).

9. $142,785 for industrial 
road improvements in City of 
Bay Springs (2018 SMLPC) .     

10. $442,628 for water im-
provements in City of Bay 
Springs (2017 CDBG).

Jones County 
1. $50,000 for Hebron (Hat-

ten Water)
2. $983,864 for Wayne 

Farms road project (2016 
CDBG). 

Barnett seeks re-election to Senate
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Jones College’s Jasper 
County Center in Bay Springs 
is offering summer and fall 
classes.  Beginning May 27, 
the hybrid Public Speaking 1 
class with John Burks will be 
offered from 6 p.m. until 10 
p.m.  Students meet Monday 
nights, May 27, June 17, 24 
and July 8, and 29, with the 
majority of the coursework 
handled online.

The hybrid Intro to Soci-

ology class with Stacy Ruth 
will begin on Tuesday, May 
28, from 6 p.m. until 10 
p.m.  Students meet Tuesday 
nights, May 28, June 11, July 
9, 23, and 30, with the major-
ity of the coursework handled 
online.

College Algebra with Co-
rey Jones will be held on 
Wednesday evenings, May 29 
through July 31, from 6 p.m. 
until 10 p.m. 

Beginning in the fall, 
Western Civilization 1 will 
be taught by Steve Womack 
on Monday evenings.  The 
hybrid course will meet on 
Monday, August 26, Septem-
ber 2, October 7, November 4 
and December 9, from 6 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. with the majority 
of the coursework handled 
online.

The hybrid English Com-
position 1 course will be 

taught by Murray Windham 
on Tuesday evenings.  The 
class will meet August 27, 
September 17, October 15, 
November 12, and Decem-
ber 10, from 6 p.m. until 9 
p.m. with the majority of the 
coursework handled online.

General Psychology with 
Dr. Kisha Jones will meet on 
Wednesday evenings.  The 
hybrid class will meet August 
28, September 11, October 9, 
November 13, and Decem-
ber 11 from 6 p.m. until 9 
p.m. with the majority of the 
coursework handled online.

Welding will be offered 
Monday through Friday, be-
ginning Monday, August 26 
through December 13, from 7 
a.m. until noon. Students will 
learn stick welding, cutting 
processes and welding safety. 

To register for classes and 
for information on the Board 
of Supervisor’s Scholarship, 
call Lela Bryan at 601-477-
5473 or 601-764- 9393 or 
email lela.brayan@jcjc.edu. 

Summer and fall registrations for Jones College and the Jasper Center are in full swing.  
Bay Springs High School students (from left) DaLakin Crawfore, Cali Le, and Jordan Scott 
recently sat down with Student Navigator Lela Bryan for registration at the Jasper Center.  

Jasper Center registration underway

The Bay Springs High School basketball team was recently presented a resolution by the West Jasper School District for 
winning the 2018-19 Class 2A State Championship. Pictured are (team members) Kevin Grimes, Derrien Lee, JaCorrieous 
Moore, A’Donnius McGill, Zach Whitlock, Daylan Lindsey, Damien Wheaton, manager Jaylen Olongo, Robert Milsap, Chad 
Jones, Tremayne Wheaton, statistician Michelle McGill, head coach Corey Mackey, assistant coach Terrence Smith, Prin-
cipal Dr. Kezia Pope, Athletic Director Dan Brady; (Board members) Jeff Hughes, Cindy McAlpin, Debbie Smith, Jonathan 
Pippen, and Jean Wheaton. Photo/Carol Evans

Bay Fest coming to town
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