
Postal
Customer Local

PRSRT
STD

US Postage Paid

IMPACT
ECRWSS

July 24,  2019                 Volume 43, No. 30

Come See Us For

Back-To-School

CMB 
Financial Services, Inc.

1021 Hwy. 15N. Ste. C • Laurel

601-426-9060
M-F 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

70630

Only

13 Days 
Until the

August 6th 
Election!

T. THORNSBERRY \
SERVICES, LLC

Locally Owned 

& Operated in  

Jones Co.

Over 30 Years 

Experience• FENCING  

• AUTOMATED SECURITY GATES 

• DECKING  

• PORTABLE BUILDINGS

601-577-0927

Tony Thornsberry

www.THORNSBERRYSERVICES.com
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TATER ENTERPRISES, LLC
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
70 Margay Rd. • Soso, MS

(601)498-7377
BAB3179

ALL AROUND STRENGTH

www.Impact601.com

By Kevin Williamson

Jones County Sheriff Alex Hodge is finishing up his third term as 
sheriff of Jones County, but he can still remember when he first 
had the desire to become a law enforcement officer. It started long 
before his decision to seek the sheriff’s chair back in 2003.

“I can go back further than 12 years. I can go back to when I was 
five or six years old, as I grew up wanting to be a law enforcement 
officer,” Hodge remembered. 

As a kid Hodge would ride through his neighborhood on his bi-
cycle, blowing a little siren and pulling people over on his bicycle. 
Being the sheriff of Jones County was a dream then, a passion. 
Decades later, it still is. 

“At that time obviously it was just a childhood dream, but the 
older I got I realized it was a calling. The Lord called me into ser-
vice, to serve in law enforcement,” he shared. “I went into military 
law enforcement with intentions to go into the Mississippi High-

way Patrol and hopefully be sheriff. That’s what I wanted to do. 
Even when I was still in high school, I wanted to be sheriff.” 

While working at Laurel Machine and Foundry, and still in high 
school, Hodge stenciled the following on metal: “Alex Hodge for 
Sherrifff.” Yes, it’s misspelled, but that’s the way it got stenciled. 

“I wanted to be sheriff longer than I could even spell sheriff,” 
Hodge remembered with a laugh. 

As Hodge grew older and went through the military and the 
Highway Patrol, he began to pray about his future. He felt like the 
Lord was leading him to run for the office in the late 1990s. 

“I called Maurice Hooks one day and told him ‘Maurice, I’m go-

ing to be running for sheriff one day.’ He said ‘I want to get one 
more term in, and then I’ll support you.’” 

Hodge put his dream of running for office into motion by placing 
his name on the 2003 ballot. He came up short in that election, but 
that defeat didn’t turn him away from his childhood dream. 

“I ran in 2003 and was defeated. I told the former sheriff that I 
was going to run again – there was no question about it. I had to 
leave the Highway Patrol to run for sheriff. By law you can’t keep 

the job and run too, so I had to resign from the Highway Patrol 
to run for sheriff. So when  I was defeated, when I went back to 
the Highway Patrol, the first thing I told L.M. Claiborne, who was 
a colonel at the time, was that I’m going to run for sheriff again in 
2007. I didn’t want there to be any misunderstanding. So I went 
back to the Highway Patrol and worked until time to leave and run 
in 2007.” 

The second time was the charm for Hodge, as 54 percent of 
Jones County voters cast their ballot for him. Four years later that 
number climbed to 68 percent. The 2015 election saw the sheriff 
garner 75 percent of the vote. He’s appreciative of the support, but 

Jessie Tisdale of Ellisville, 
Kathryn Jordan of Jones Coun-

ty, and Marcie Napier of Laurel 
will represent their regions in 
the 70th Mississippi Miss Hos-

pitality Competition at the His-

toric Hattiesburg Saenger The-

ater in Downtown Hattiesburg 
on July 26 and 27 at 8 p.m. 
each evening.

Jessie Tisdale was voted 
South Jones Class of 2019’s 
Most Intellectual and earned 
class Historian for her studies. 
In her free time, she enjoys 
playing the piano and explor-

ing nature. Because of her pas-

sion for wildlife, Jessie plans to 
attend Mississippi State Uni-
versity to study agriculture and 
environmental conservation in 
the future.

Kathryn Jordan is a senior 
marketing major at The Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
where she is a Luckyday Schol-
ar, on the President’s List, and 
a member of both Chi Omega 
sorority and Beta Gamma Sig-

ma. After graduation, she plans 
to pursue a career in sales with 
The Hershey Company.

Marcie Napier is a recent 
graduate of The University of 
Southern Mississippi, where 
she received a bachelor’s de-

gree in marketing. Marcie’s 
hobbies include running, play-

ing tennis, attending concerts, 
and volunteering in her com-

munity. Marcie looks forward 
to joining the workforce and 
beginning her career in market-
ing, before applying to gradu-

ate school to receive her MBA.
In its 22nd year as host city, 

Hattiesburg will showcase this 

Ellisville, Jones County and 
Laurel to be represented in 
70th annual Mississippi Miss 
Hospitality competition

Sheriff Alex Hodge discusses his career, 
the S.O. budget, his businesses and more
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Jones County Sheriff Alex Hodge
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601-426-7600
Call Dot, Shelly or Steve 

MONEY  LENDERS
Come see us 

for all your 

cash needs!

BACK-TO-SCHOOL
WE’VE GOT

CASH!

“We’ve got you covered!”

ROOFING

Residential and Commercial

TEAR-OFFS & RE-ROOFING

LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY

15-YR. WARRANTY ON LABOR & SHINGLES!

Financing Available!

FREE
Estimates

  601-319-7857
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Laurel, MS  •   Hattiesburg, MS
www.coxroofingms.com

Jessie Tisdale

www.TOTALFOOTCARECLINICS.com

601.268.0400
528 N 15th Ave 
Ste. E • Laurel

Dr. Gachavis M. Green, Board Eligible Foot Doctor

Dr. Michael Zaleski, Diplomat Board Certified
Dr. Clifton Peele, Board Certified Foot Doctor
Dr. Jim Phelan, Doctor of Podiatric Medicine
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Call
Today!

TOTAL FOOT CARE CLINIC

Suffering with
Foot Pain?


