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DYW MaKayla Luper prepares

for state competition in Meridian

By Elle Sullivan

There will be a send off 

party for Smith County’s Dis-

tinguished Young Woman, 

MaKayla Luper, on Tuesday, 

July 9th at 6:00 in the evening 

at the Mize Community Cen-

ter.  MaKayla has been busy 

preparing for the state DYW 

competition since she cap-

tured the title of Smith Coun-

ty’s DYW in January.  Mis-

sissippi’s State Distinguished 

Young Woman program will 

be held July 18-20, 2019 at 

The Evangel Temple in Me-

ridian, MS.  MaKayla will 

have a busy week in Meridian 

with rehearsals, community 

service, her personal interview 

with the judges and an auto-

graph party that is scheduled 

for Tuesday evening at Belle 

G in Meridian.  Her sched-

ule for the week in Meridian 

during competition is:  Thurs-

day night, fitness competition; 
Friday night, self-expression 

and talent competitions; and 
the final night of competition 
for the top 10 is on Saturday 

evening.  Ticket information:  

Reserve package for all three 

nights, $60; General admis-

sion for Thursday and Friday, 

$15 each night; General ad-

mission for Saturday, $20.  To 

purchase tickets call 601-480-

3438. 

By Ron Manning

As previously reported in 

the Reformer, Smith County 

EMA Director Heather East-

erling met with the Smith 

County Board of Supervisors 

at their meeting on May 6, and 

requested they allow the EMA 

to move the control of the Mize 

and Raleigh tornado sirens to 

the Smith County Sheriff’s 

Department where someone 

would always be on duty to 

activate them. She advised the 

supervisors the cost to move 

the systems would be $1867, 

and the supervisors approved 

her request and the funding. 

At the Mize Board of Alder-

men Meeting on Tuesday, 

June 4, Mayor Joe Hancock 

and the Mize Board of Alder-

men expressed their appreci-

ation for Director Easterling 

and the Board of Supervisors 

for their actions to help pro-

tect the citizens of Mize. Fire 

Chief Nathan Hall announced 

the siren would be tested the 

first Monday of each month at 
12:00 noon. Mayor Hancock 

and all of the aldermen except 

Alderman Chuck Carter were 

present for the meeting. 

The Mize Board began fi-

nalizing plans for the Water-

melon Festival scheduled for 

Friday and Saturday, July 19 

and 20. The annual Watermel-

on Festival is a major fund 

raising event for the Mize Vol-

unteer Fire Department. Per 

the request of Mize Assistant 

Fire Chief Terresa Stewart, the 

Board of Aldermen again ap-

proved street closings during 

the festival. They approved 

closing Cedar Street on the 

side of Clear Creek Park from 

8:30 a.m. Friday morning, July 

19, until 10:00 p.m. Saturday 

night, July 20, and North Oak 

Street in front of Clear Creek 

Park from the Clear Creek 

Bridge to the 3-way stop at 

Cedar Street from 3:00 a.m. 

Saturday morning until 10:00 

p.m. Saturday night, July 20. 

Asst. Chief Stewart also re-

ported they would again have 

a car show during the festival. 

On another fire department 
issue, Fire Chief Nathan Hall 

had reported at their previous 

meeting that 2 former mem-

bers of the department had 

failed to return their turnout 

gear valued at about 3K. At 

their meeting on June 4, Chief 

Hall reported one of the two 

had since turned in his gear 

and they were still working 

on retrieving the gear from 

the other one. Mayor Hancock 

stated the town should consid-

er taking legal action against 

the former member if he 

doesn’t turn in his gear, soon. 

Town Clerk Kayti Wind-

ham reported the Mize Police 

Department had issued 40 

tickets in May, and 4 or 5 of 

them were related to drugs. 

Mayor Hancock added the 

Mize Police Department was 

now maintaining a presence 

at the Shell and Dollar Gener-

al during their closing times. 

Alderman Eddie Ray Run-

nels initiated a discussion to 

consider pursuing a grant to 

purchase a new police car for 

the town. Mayor Hancock es-

timated the cost on state con-

tract at about 23K to 24K and 

said he would look into pos-

sible grants to help purchase 

one. The board also discussed 

the sale of some surplus equip-

ment to help purchase a new 

police car. 

In other business, Mize 

Beautification Chair June 
Lack advised the board the 

Beautification Committee is 
planning to have an exhibit 

table at the Watermelon Festi-

val to conduct a raffle of do-

nated items to help raise funds 

for the Mize Beautification 
Committee. She encouraged 

citizens to consider donat-

ing items for the raffle. She 
also advised the board they 

would be decorating the town 

with American Flags for the 

July 4 Holiday. Mayor Han-

cock announced the town has 

hired David Gunter to paint 

the doors to the town hall and 

the community center. Town 

Clerk Windham provided the 

board copies of the proposed 

town employee handbook for 

them to review and approve 

at their next meeting. She also 

requested the board approve a 

plan of action adopting water 

system policies that included 

improving the water system 

and increasing the water pres-

sure, and the board approved 

the adoption. The board also 

approved a donation of $100 

to the Ms. Hospitality Pro-

gram to support her endeavors 

to promote the county. Addi-

tionally, the board discussed 

their contract to have the water 

tank painted every 5 years and 

to have it cleaned and inspect-

ed annually. The board dis-

cussed their continuing work 

on the splash pad and their 

desire to hopefully have it op-

erational, soon. The board an-

nounced Mayor Hancock and 

Aldermen Reggie Kennedy, 

Paul Meadows, and Larry Al-

len would be attending the MS 

Municipal League State Con-

ference in Biloxi June 24-27. 

The board also discussed their 

petition to Trustmark Bank to 

reconsider their plans to close 

the Mize Branch Bank in July. 

Mayor Hancock expressed his 

appreciation of School Board 

Member Jay Arrington’s sug-

gestion at the last school board 

meeting, that the school dis-

trict consider closing their 

account at Trustmark if they 

close the Mize Branch. Fol-

lowing these discussions and 

actions, the board adjourned 

their meeting. The next Mize 

Board of Aldermen Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, July 2, 

at 7:00 p.m.

Mize Board expresses appreciation for county’s help

Mize Town Clerk Kayti Windham provides the Mize Mayor and Board documents at their meeting

By Ron Manning

The National Guard offi-

cially gave the Town of Tay-

lorsville the William Ray Hill 

National Guard Armory on 

Spring Street at a ceremony on 

Friday, June 6. The armory in 

named in memory of William 

Ray Hill who served in the U. 

S. Army from 1941 to 1945 in 

the Pacific Theatre of WWII, 
and later served as the Admin-

istrative Supply Technician 

for the MS National Guard 

Detachment 1, Company A, 

106th Brigade Support Battal-

ion. The 106th Brigade recent-

ly returned from a deployment 

to Kuwait. 

MS National Guard Lieu-

tenant Colonel William Walley 

officially presented the build-

ing to Mayor Kellie Phipps 

and the Town of Taylorsville 

at the ceremony. Lt Colonel 

Walley said the MS National 

Guard was pleased to present 

the building to the town, and 

Mayor Phipps responded the 

town appreciated receiving the 

building. Lt Colonel Walley 

said it was a win/win situation 

for the guard and the town as 

the guard could not afford to 

keep the building up and the 

building would be an asset for 

the town. He added Taylors-

ville had been a great support-

er of the armory and the guard 

for many years. 

The ceremony was attend-

ed by about 30 citizens and 

National Guardsmen. Attend-

ees at the ceremony included 

the daughters of William Ray 

Hill, Jerolyn Blakeney and 

Jamie Robinson, as well as 

Taylorsville Board Members 

Sarah McMorris Jones and 

Mark Jones, along with the 

President of the Smith County 

Board of Supervisors, Benjie 

Ford, Judge Hulon West, and 

Taylorsville Police Chief Gabe 

Horn. The building includes a 

large group room as well as 

storage rooms, classrooms, a 

kitchen, and restrooms with 

showers. 

William Ray Hill National Guard Armory 

given to the Town of Taylorsville

Jerolyn Blakeney and Jamie Robinson, the daughters of Wil-

liam Ray Hill,  joined Taylorsville Mayor Kellie Phipps and 

MS National Guard Lt Colonel William Walley for the cere-

mony transferring the ownership of the armory.

By Ron Manning

The lower the fire rating 
the better, and Mayor Kellie 

Phipps announced the town’s 

fire rating had been decreased 
from an 8 to a 7 which should 

result in lower insurance rates 

for the town’s residents and 

businesses. Mayor Phipps and 

all of the board members were 

present for their meeting on 

Thursday, June 6, along with 

several staff members. The 

board also took steps to wel-

come two new businesses to 

the town’s business district ap-

proving a lease of the Health 

Department Building to South 

Central Physical Therapy and 

discussing the process of pro-

viding water and sewer ser-

vices to a new Wards Restau-

rant opening soon on Front 

Street. 

At their previous meet-

ing, the board approved the 

purchase of a Caterpillar 309 

Excavator with a digging 

and ditching bucket, and at 

their meeting on June 6, they 

approved the purchase of a 

mulcher for the machine at a 

state contract cost of $23,800 

on a 4-1 vote with Alderman 

Ken May voting against it. 

The motion was made by Al-

derman Mark Jones with the 

condition of confirming the 
state contract price. Alderman 

May said he was not necessar-

ily against the purchase, but 

he would like more discussion 

and information on using the 

equipment before approving 

the purchase, adding he had 

concerns about the lack of use 

of some equipment previously 

purchased by the town. 

The board appointed Mayor 

Kellie Phipps as their voting 

delegate at the MS Municipal 

League State Conference in 

Biloxi on June 24-27. They 

appointed Alderman at Large 

Sarah McMorris Jones as their 

alternate voting delegate. Di-

rector of Public Works Keith 

Stringer advised the board a 

sewer line across Lyon Creek 

had been damaged, and he 

was working with Town En-

gineer Hugh Hefner to correct 

the problem. Director Stringer 

also received the board’s per-

mission to auction off their old 

garbage truck. Alderman at 

Large Sarah McMorris Jones 

announced they would be 

hosting a district tournament 

in June and a state tourna-

ment on July 5 at the Taylors-

ville Sports Complex. Mayor 

Phipps advised the board that 

the police department’s Tahoe 

was having transmission prob-

lems, and that Police Chief 

Gabe Horn was currently 

seeking quotes on repairing it. 

The board went into a short 

closed executive session to 

discuss personnel and follow-

ing the executive session, the 

board approved a $1.00 an 

hour raise for Deputy Town 

Clerk Pam Holder. Mayor 

Phipps announced the town 

would be having a July 4 

Celebration in the Town Park 

on July 3. Their next regular 

board meeting to Monday, 

July 8, at 6:00 p.m.

Taylorsville Director of Public Works Keith Stringer ad-

dresses the Taylorsville Board.

Taylorsville Board announces improved fire rating, discuss 4th of July celebration

Happy Father’s Day!

Sunday, June 16


