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Lamar County schools’ 2021-22 schedule starts July 22
■ Buster Wolfe

Lamar County students will begin the next school year on July 22 with a 

two-week advance period for struggling students and opportunities for 

extracurricular activities.

Superintendent Dr. Steven Hampton presented the proposed school 

calendar during the School Board meeting Dec. 14 in Purvis. Hampton said early time before school of�icially starts can be an improvement.
“When we shut down schools completely last spring 

(because of COVID-19), our concerns started 

immediately for our students and we also 

had instructional time,” he said. “So, we 

started having conversations of 

how we can improve or how we can �ix up or how we can 

gain some of that time back for 

our students. Even if you are 

not sure, you are still missing 

instruct ional time, not being in 

front of the teacher.”

H a m p t o n said the “�lexible 
calendar” provides opportunities in line 

with previous summer school sessions.

“We’ve always done summer school,” he said. “That’s 

a very reactive type of approach to students that fail. ‘You fail now; let us bring 

you back in and let us get you caught up.’ It’s not about learning; it’s about 

getting a grade.”

Summer school sessions were not attended well, Hampton said, so the 

district leadership team – which was retooling the calendar – set up the 

schedule with the initial two weeks for remediation and opportunities.

“When we started talking about this calendar and we got school started, we 

got a lot back to how we can get more instructional time for our students,” he 

said. “So, we set up a mock calendar to see what this would look like here and what this would look like there. … We want to utilize (those �irst two weeks) 
for some of our struggling students and provide timely remediation for some 

of our struggling students who are failing.”

Hampton said the early two weeks would not be mandatory for all students.

“Instead of waiting to the end of the school year to get them caught up, we 

get them caught in the time during that week,” he said. “It’s not going to be 

mandatory; students do not have to come. It is an opportunity for them to 

come. We do want to make it fun for our elementary students. We want to 

provide a camp-type atmosphere in STEM camps, or our coding camps.”

 Among the activities that Hampton suggested during the early two weeks 

were archery, show choir, band, “or something like that so you know that 

those things are still in the planning phase.”

High school students could use the time to prepare for state testing and 

for college entrance exams, Hampton said. Teachers who work on a 187-day contract would not be mandatory during the �irst two weeks, he added.
A survey of teachers who wanted to participate in the two-week early period 

under a separate contract included 360 people, Hampton said.

Purvis Middle School English teacher Brooke McWilliams presented a 

YouTube presentation of the 2021-22 school calendar about two weeks before the School Board meeting to explain the �lexible calendar. Continued on Page 2
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