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  I am William Earl Vinzant 

and I would like to announce 

my candidacy for Smith Coun-

ty Supervisor District 5. I am 

47 years old and a lifelong 

resident of Smith County. I am 

an active member of Bethel 

Baptist Church where I serve 

as a Deacon. If elected as your 

supervisor, I will collaborate 

with other officials on county, 
state, and federal levels to pro-

mote the growth of industry 

and create job opportunities 

within our county.   

I want to do my part in mak-

ing sure that every decision 

that is made regarding our 

county government is in the 

best interest of each and every 

one of you. I will take part in 

setting policies, goals, and ob-

jectives that will be beneficial 
to Smith County. I will work 

with the other county officials 
to make sure we stay within 

our set budget and use taxpay-

er money wisely. I will keep 

a knowledgeable work force 

that will work daily to main-

tain good, safe county roads. 

I believe in making road re-

pairs appropriately the first 
time to prevent re-occurring 

problems. This will save both 

time and money in the future. 

Working efficiently will profit 
our county and be to our ad-

vantage. 

Over the next few months 

I hope to be able to speak 

with each of you to hear 

your thoughts and concerns 

about our district and what 

you would like to see done. I 

would greatly appreciate the 

opportunity to serve as your 

next District 5 Supervisor. 

Thank you for your consid-

eration and support.

Paid political advertising

My name is Larry Allen. I 

am the Republican candidate 

for Justice Court Judge Post 

Two. 

I am 55 years old and a 

lifelong resident of Mize and 

Post Two. I have been married 

to MeLissa Ware Allen for 31 

years. We have two children 

Andrew and Ryne-Justice. I 

worked at G.P in Taylorsville 

for 27 years and now I am em-

ployed at the Kenworth deal-

ership in Richland. I am a true 

believer in my Lord and savior 

Jesus Christ and the Constitu-

tion of the United States and 

will use both in all my deci-

sions if elected. 

I will be fair to everyone. 

Your vote and support would 

be greatly appreciated!
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Allen announces for Justice Court Judge Post 2 Vinzant seeks office for Supervisor District 5
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By Ron Manning

Mize recently received no-

tice they would be receiving 

320K in grants for improve-

ments to their water system 

infrastructure and Mayor Joe 

Hancock and the Mize Board 

of Aldermen discussed plans 

to begin the work in the spring 

and summer at their meeting 

on Tuesday, February 5. All 

of the aldermen were present 

for the meeting along with 

several staff members. Mayor 

Hancock advised the board, 

Mize’s match with the grants 

would only be 27K. The work 

will include new water lines 

and booster pumps. On the 

water issue, Deputy Town 

Clerk Ethel Austin reported 

the alarm system on the water 

tank had been tested and was 

working properly. 

Mize Attendance Center 

Junior MaKayla Luper was 

recently crowned the 2020 

Distinguished Young Woman 

in Smith County and the board 

welcomed her and her mother, 

Beth Luper, to the meeting, 

and congratulated her on the 

accomplishment. Makayla 

was introduced to the board 

by Mize Beautification Chair 
June Lack. MaKayla will rep-

resent Smith County at the 

Distinguished Young Woman 

of Mississippi Scholarship 

Program in Meridian in July. 

Mize Police Chief Dewayne 

Hawkins advised the board the 

Mize Police Department had 

issued 18 tickets and made 

one felony arrest in the last 

month. He reported the felony 

arrest was for suspected drugs 

and the evidence has been sent 

to the crime lab for testing for 

verification. 
Mayor Hancock reported 

the town had recently run a 

smoke test on the sewage sys-

tem to identify leaks, and a 

few leaks had been identified, 
and they were in the process 

of having them repaired. Ad-

ditionally, the board discussed 

a problem with the Splash Pad 

at Clear Creek Park as it has 

not been working properly. 

Aldermen Reggie Kennedy 

and Eddie Ray Runnels report-

ed they had worked on it, and 

Alderman Runnels, who is an 

electrician, reported it needed 

a new program switch. The 

part has been ordered and the 

town is hopeful of having it 

repaired by May for the warm 

weather season.  

Following these discus-

sions, the board adjourned 

their meeting. The next Mize 

Board of Aldermen Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, March 

5, at 7:00 p.m.

Mize Board discusses water system infrastructure 

improvements, welcomes DYW MaKayla Luper

Mize Mayor Joe Hancock and the Mize Board of Aldermen welcomed Mize’s MaKayla Lu-

per, Smith County’s 2020 Distinguished Young Woman, to their meeting.

Collins, MS– “Emergency 

loans for farmers, ranchers, 

and operators are available 

through the Covington Coun-

ty Office of the Farm Service 
Agency,” Roderick P. Currie, 

FSA Farm Loan Manager, said 

today.

According to Currie, this 

authority is pursuant to Ad-

ministrator Fordyce’s declara-

tion on February 1, 2019, of a 

major disaster in Mississippi 

caused by excessive rainfall 

and flash flooding that oc-

curred on December 27, 2018 

through December 28, 2018.  

Smith County is contiguous 

to the primary natural disaster 

area.  Therefore, it has been 

designated eligible for Federal 

Disaster assistance pursuant to 

Section 321 (a) of the Consol-

idated Farm and Rural Devel-

opment Act.

Applications for assistance 

in the disaster-stricken coun-

ty will be accepted by FSA 

through October 2, 2019.

Farmers qualifying for 

emergency loans may borrow 

up to 100 percent of their actu-

al physical loss or the amount 

needed to restore their opera-

tion to its pre-disaster condi-

tion, whichever is less.  The 

new emergency loan and out-

standing principal balance of 

any existing emergency loan 

owed by the applicant or any 

individual member of an entity 

cannot exceed $500,000.00.

FSA emergency loans cover 

losses from designated disas-

ters and are made to qualified 
farmers who cannot obtain 

credit from other lenders in the 

local area.

Smith County to receive FSA disaster loan 
applications due to excessive rainfall

By Ron Manning

A large group of citizens 

representing the Taylorsville 

Diamond Club visited the 

school board meeting on Mon-

day, February 11, to encourage 

them to build a baseball field 
on the Taylorsville Campus. 

Superintendent Jimmy Dell 

Hancock and all of the school 

board members were present 

for the meeting along with 

several school and district 

administrators. The Taylors-

ville Baseball Team currently 

plays their home games at the 

Taylorsville Sports Complex 

which belongs to the town of 

Taylorsville, and the group 

provided the school board 

members an outline of several 

problems associated with the 

current arrangement includ-

ing safety, money, and field 
conditions, as well as other 

concerns. The group spokes-

person, Meagan Williamson, 

pointed out the field condi-
tions were a major problem as 

the field is in a flood zone ad-

jacent to a wetland and holds 

water which causes many rain 

cancellations as well as safety 

concerns for students some-

times playing on a damp field. 
She added they have some 

money problems as the fields 
are shared with Dixie Youth 

which causes some problems 

with gate collections and con-

cession stand proceeds. Ad-

ditionally, she stated students 

had to commute from campus 

to the field for practice and 
games, and there were liabil-

ity and safety concerns with 

the commuting as well as the 

inconvenience of not having 

dressing rooms or adequate 

storage at the field. They pay 
a 6K a year lease for the use of 

the field, but the lease amount 
is flexible and increased when 
extra work has to be done 

on the facilities by the town. 

Asked for his comments, Dis-

trict Administrative Assistant 

Nick Hillman said the cost of 

building a new field on campus 
could be a million dollars to do 

it right, or about a half million 

to do it in steps. Board Presi-

dent Renee Waites thanked the 

group for their concerns and 

their visit and advised them 

the board would discuss and 

consider their request with in-

put from the administration. 

On a motion to approve 16th 

Section Lease Re-Appraisals, 

District 3 Board Member Jay 

Arrington made a motion to 

table the issue for additional 

study. Mr. Arrington advised 

the board he had been study-

ing and comparing Smith 

County’s average 16th Sec-

tion acre lease amount with 

several neighboring counties 

and had identified some con-

cerns, adding that his studies 

showed the average acre lease 

amount in Smith County was 

only $10.53 an acre while the 

average acre lease amount in 

Simpson County was 81.23, 

in Covington County was 

88.18, in Jones County was 

$45.06, and in Jasper Coun-

ty was $144. District 4 Board 

Member Prentiss Adcock stat-

ed he did not believe the issue 

should be tabled as the Smith 

County 16th Section Land 

had been appraised by a certi-

fied appraiser. Mr. Arrington’s 
motion to table the issue died 

from the lack of a second on 

the motion and the original 

motion to approve the 16th 

Section Lease Re-Appraisals 

passed on a 4-1 vote with Mr. 

Arrington dissenting.  

The board approved a re-

vision to the Cheerleading 

Selection Policy. The new 

portions of the policy state 

cheerleaders will be expected 

to uphold and follow the rules 

set forth by the school and that 

failure to do so may result in 

dismissal from the team. It 

continues, cheerleaders who 

fail to comply with the rules 

set forth by their school and 

commit a major infraction will 

be subject to appear before a 

discipline committee which 

will consist of at least 3 dis-

trict cheer sponsors and a dis-

trict administrator which will 

function in the same manner 

as the discipline committee for 

alternative school placement 

functions. 

Upon the recommendation 

of Supt. Hancock, the board 

approved a motion to approve 

E-Sports for the district begin-

ning this year. Supt. Hancock 

explained that E-Sports con-

sisted of playing games on 

the computer in competitions 

with other schools stating, 

RHS had expressed interest in 

it, 60 schools in the state had 

School board hears concerns from the Taylorsville 
Diamond Club, approves new cheerleading policy

continue on page 4


