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By Ron Manning

The Raleigh Board of Al-

dermen discussed a multitude 

of issues at their board meet-

ing on Tuesday, December 

11, including improvements 

in their water system, their 

municipal court system, the 

MS Care Center, delivery, 

installation, and financing 
of their new town generator, 

the current status of the town 

audits, possibly hiring a part-

time police officer, hiring part-
time office and maintenance 
help, a computer glitch that 

created problems with some 

of the water bills, a grant for 

new town sidewalks, and a 

grant for new equipment for 

the police department. Mayor 

Bobby Ray Boykin and all of 

the aldermen were present for 

the meeting along with sever-

al staff members, and Mayor 

Boykin stated, he was very 

excited about the progress be-

ing made in the town. Mayor 

Boykin discussed emergency 

call lists with the aldermen 

for situations like the recent 

town water crisis and enlist-

eded their help in contacting 

citizens during these types of 

emergency events. 

Mayor Boykin introduced 

Robert Dale Stringer to the 

board as the town’s new cer-

tified water and sewage op-

erator. As Mayor Boykin 

introduced him, the mayor 

commented, the quality of 

the town’s water had already 

been improved by the work of 

Mr. Stringer in his first week 
of employment. Arthur New-

man visited with the board as 

a candidate for the town’s new 

court administrator and was 

approved for the position by 

the board. Mr. Newman dis-

cussed several issues with the 

board related to the operation 

of their municipal court sys-

tem, including the need for an 

updated computer system, and 

timely reports to the state.  Mr. 

Newman advised the board the 

new computer system would 

cost a one-time charge of $500 

for set up followed by a $125 

a month charge for the system. 

Mr. Stringer and Mr. Newman 

advised the board they also 

work with the towns of Tay-

lorsville and Mize. 

MS Care Center Admin-

istrator Cleta Mullins visited 

with the board and provided 

the town an emergency call 

list for the center. Ms. Mull-

ins advised the board they had 

116 residents in the center and 

145 employees. She advised 

the board they were current-

ly having meetings with the 

state office of emergency re-

sponse and invited the mayor 

and aldermen to the meetings. 

Alderman Otis Seaberry asked 

Mayor Boykin about the status 

of the town’s new generator 

and Mayor Boykin advised 

him they had received bids on 

the financing of the genera-

tor from local banks and had 

approved the low bid on the 

interest rate from Trustmark 

Bank.  Mayor Boykin advised 

the board the new genera-

tor had been ordered and the 

town should have it in Janu-

ary. Mayor Boykin reported 

to the board that the town’s 

delinquent audits from 2011 to 

2016 had all been completed 

by the town’s CPA with some 

suggestions for improvement 

which are currently being 

worked on by the town.  

Mayor Boykin discussed a 

grant in the amount of 120K 

from the state for new side-

walks in the town. The new 

sidewalks will be constructed 

on both sides of the street from 

the corner by the old Trust-

mark Bank location to the 4 

way stop at the intersection of 

Highways 35 and 18. Mayor 

Boykin stated the town should 

receive the funds next spring 

and proceed with the project 

into the summer. 
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Robert Dale Stringer

Town hires water and sewage operator

On behalf of the 41 Southern Baptist Churches we would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas. We would also like for everyone to know Christmas is so much more than presents, 
trees, lights and music— it’s about Jesus. 

Who is the one true, supernatural God who created all of us, but each one of us have turned aside from God to our own ways instead of His ways. We have all sinned against God and, 
as a result, we are separated from Him. The penalty for our sin against Him is death—physical death and eternal spiritual death—because He is a good, just and holy God.

Yet God has not left us alone in our sinfulness. He has come to us in the Person of Jesus—God in the flesh—Who has done what no one else has ever done or could ever do. He has 
lived a life we could not live, a life of perfect obedience to God. He never once gave in to the temptation to sin—not once. Then, although He had no sin for which to die, He chose to 
die. When He went to the cross, He chose to pay the price of sin that we all deserve.

He died for us, in our place, as our Substitute. What was happening physically on the cross represented a much deeper spiritual reality. Jesus was taking the judgment you and I are 
due upon Himself. He did that in love for us. Then the good news keeps getting better, because He didn’t stay dead for long. Three days later He rose from the grave, having defeated 
sin and death.

So now eternal life is available to anyone, including you today—anyone, anywhere in the world, who decides to put their faith in Jesus. Ask God to forgive you of your sin solely through 
trusting in what Jesus has done for you as Savior and Lord of your life. If you put your faith in Jesus, He will forgive you of all your sin and restore you to a relationship with Him forever.

Merry Christmas
Smith County Baptist Association

If you have any questions please contact the Smith County Baptist Association at 601-782-9263

After weeks of practice and determination the Raleigh High School Cheerleaders participat-

ed in Jackson on Saturday afternoon for the 1A-3A Varsity Game Day State Title. The girls 

cheered their way to 2nd place in the state. Mrs. Shanna Matthews is the cheer sponsor.

By Ron Manning
The Smith County Board of 

Supervisors approved a payment 

to Jones College in the amount 

of $16,600 for 141 students’ 

tuition to attend Jones or take 

college classes in high school 

during the 2018 fall semester. 

All of the board members were 

present for the meeting.  The tu-

ition is available to Smith Coun-

ty students who maintain a 2.5 

grade average while attending a 

public school, a private school, 

or a certified home school. 
The board received bids for 

jail inmate meals and awarded 

the bid to the Short Stop on a 

4-1 vote. District 1 Supervisor 

Kenny Cain cast the dissenting 

vote.  The board received two 

bids with Short Stop bidding 

$3.59 per meal and Sullivan’s 

Grocery bidding $3.85 per meal. 

The board also awarded a bid for 

the renovation of the old jail to 

J & H Construction of Sylvare-

na in the amount of $113,169. J 

& H was the only bidder on the 

project. Per Chancery Clerk Cin-

dy Austin, the renovation will be 

paid for with a state grant with 

no cost to Smith County. 

All three of the janitorial bids 

for services in all of the coun-

ty buildings were from Smith 

County vendors including a 

bid from Amanda Dolan in the 

amount of $2750 per month, a 

bid from Leonard Keyes in the 

amount of $2995 per month, and 

a bid from Angel Touch Janito-

rial Services in the amount of 

$3,045 per month. 

Per a memorandum from the 

MS Assn of Supervisors, the 

board approved a resolution to 

the MS House of Representa-

tives and the MS Senate support-

ing legislation for the purpose 

of bringing “rural broadband” 

high speed internet services into 

counties. 

County offices will be closed 
on Monday and Tuesday, De-

cember 24 and 25 for Christ-

mas and Monday and Tuesday, 

December 31 and January 1 for 

New Years. The next meeting is 

scheduled for January 7, at 9:00.

Supervisors approve $16,600 payment to Jones College for students’ tuition

RHS Cheerleaders place 2nd at state competition 


