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Household solid waste 
removal issues and the fees 
that revolve around those is-
sues - all the way from resi-
dential consumers to service 
providers - have been a thorn 
in the side of Jasper County 
for many years.  In fact, those 
same issues are shared by 
many rural counties that face 
the task of computing figures 
to charge residents for sanita-
tion fees in an ever-changing 
world of fuel surcharges and 
dumping fees that continue 
to rise, and citizens that try to 
beat the system by not pay-
ing garbage fees, along with a 
lack of support that can sim-
ply be described as an unfund-
ed mandate handed down by 
higher officials.

Just how long has it been a 
problem, and how bad is that 
problem?

“It’s a no win situation 
when it comes to garbage,” 
Jasper County Board of Su-
pervisors President Curtis 
Gray, Sr. told a group of peo-
ple at a Jasper County Farm 
Bureau meeting Tuesday eve-
ning in Bay Springs.  “I’ve 

been around here longer than 
any of the other Supervisors.  
I have been here [as a Super-
visor] for 24 years.  When I 
came in, there were garbage 
problems, and 24 years later, 
there are still garbage prob-
lems.”

Jasper County Farm Bureau 
invited the Board of Supervi-
sors to the meeting to discuss 
garbage issues and rates that 
have been increasing over 
the years.  Specifically, some 
at the meeting, area farm-
ers and poultry farmers, had 
a concern that millage might 
be increased in the future to 
help compensate the county’s 
sanitation department, which 
would cause an unafford-
able land tax burden for those 
farmers.   

“The rumor got out that we 
were going to put on millage 
to cover solid waste.  Legisla-
ture has passed a bill for us to 
be able to do that.  I think that 
has been the biggest question 
tonight,” Beat Three Supervi-
sor Doug Rogers explained to 
the group.  “Are we going to 
increase the millage and put 
it on your property taxes? No. 
We [the Board] have come 

to that decision. I’m not go-
ing to lie to you; millage was 
discussed as a way to help 
with this problem, but it’s not 
something we are going to 
do.”

The Board of Supervisors, 
along with Chancery Clerk 
Barbara Ravenhorst’s office, 

which handles garbage fee 
collections and accounts, have 
been buckling down over the 
past several months to find 
any remedy to help with the 
garbage situation, especially 
since can fees per household  
increased in January from 
nine dollars to ten dollars per 

month.  The Board has met 
with a company, in which 
neighboring Clarke County 
uses, that hauls garbage to a 
site in Alabama for cheaper 
dumping fees, but that would 
require an off-load and pick-
up station in the county that, 
according to Rogers, would 
cost around half a million 
dollars to build,  plus, with 
included fuel charges, would 
likely reach overall what the 
county is presently paying in 
dumping fees or more.  The 
county would also have to pur-
chase land far from a non-res-
idential area in that instance, 
and would have to employ 
more people in the sanitation 
department to run and oversee 
county-owned garbage trucks.  
Gray explained to the Farm 
Bureau group Tuesday night 
that an average, small garbage 

truck ranges around $250,000 
in cost, and that maintenance 
on garbage trucks, which oc-
curs frequently, is quite costly.  

In the most recent develop-
ment of trying to help rem-
edy the sanitation department 
problem, the Board approved 
the hire of an employee to 
follow the garbage trucks 
throughout the county to re-
cord which residences are 
lived in or not, where cans are 
located, and which residences 
may have inactive or delin-
quent accounts.  The county 
currently pays ten dollars per 
can each month  to the garbage 
pick-up company, ADSI.   As 
of April 16, 2019, there have 
been a total of 1,044 accounts 
found not active and have 
been closed. These cans are 
possibly where residents were 
not removed from the system 
and the cans remained after 
them having moved from the 
county, residents moved from 
one residence to another in the 
county and opened a possible 
duplicate account, or some 
who may have died.  These 
are only a few examples, and 
it is estimated at the April 16 
mark that only approximately 
twenty-five percent of the 
county has been covered with 
the tag-along with the garbage 
truck investigation.  

“Digging into this, we are 
finding more and more ac-
counts that are no good [inac-
tive].  The fact of the matter 
is a lot of these people have 
moved.  It’s their responsibil-
ity to go to the Courthouse 
and tell them, ‘I’ve moved 
from the west side to the east 
side of the county.’  We end up 
with multiple cans, and we are 
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County’s garbage situation starting to stink

The Jasper County Board of Supervisors were invited to a Farm Bureau meeting Tuesday 
night to discuss sanitation fees in the county.  Pictured (from left) are Beat 5 Supervisor 
Curtis Gray, Sr., Beat 1 Supervisor Eddie Helms, Beat 3 Supervisor Doug Rogers, Board At-
torney Ricky Ruffin, and Beat 2 Supervisor Sandy Stephens. Photo/heath Walley

HAMILTON PLUSH

BEST BUY! 
TWIN

FULL

QUEEN

KING

$299

$349

$399

$599
PRICE FOR SET! Bay Springs 601-764-2161

FURNITURE

PILLOW TOP QUEEN SET $349 - 5 YEAR WARRANTY
TWIN   $249

   FULL   $299

  KING   $549
             Price for Set!

THREE DAY MATTRESS SALE!

10 Inch Pillow Top Mattress With High Coil Count

PRICES GOOD APRIL
 18TH, 19TH, & 20TH
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While most of Jasper 
County went unscathed late 
Saturday night during a severe 
line of storms that brought a 
threat of tornadoes to the area, 
Mother Nature still  caused 
some havoc.  

Weather is believed to be 
the culprit in two fires that oc-
curred in the county, one that 
sent five local fire departments 
to a burning house on County 
Road 1515, where it appears 
lighting struck the home and 
started the blaze. 

According to Bay Springs 
Fire Department Chief Scott 
Leavitt, Bay Springs, Stringer, 
Hal, Central, and Louin fire 
departments responded to the 
residence where flames were 
blasting through the roof.

“It appears lightening 
struck the home at approxi-
mately 10 p.m.,” Leavitt said.  
“High winds, heavy rain, and 
lightening were a few obsta-
cles that made fighting the fire 
difficult.  Thankfully, with the 
quick response and number 
of personnel, we were able to 
knock the fire down quickly. 

“Please pray for the family 
during this time.”

Later in the night, at ap-
proximately 3 a.m., Bay 
Springs Fire Department was 
called out again to an electri-
cal line transformer fire at 
Tadlock Stockyard in Bay 
Springs.  

“The fire was contained 
to one pole and was quickly 
extinguished,” Leavitt men-
tioned.  

No injuries were reported 
with either fire. 
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A supervised probation 
term has been revoked for a 
woman who pled guilty to a 
2016 Louin area home arson.

Erin Burton pled guilty on 
August 17, 2017, to the first 
degree arson charge, which 
revolved around the burning 
of Philinese Liggins’ home in 
Louin.    Burton was sentenced 
in 2017 to ten years under the 
direction and supervision of 
the Mississippi Department of 
Corrections with zero years to 

serve and ten years probation, 
with five years supervised and 
five years unsupervised.  Bur-
ton was also ordered to pay 
restitution in the amount of 
$70,000 through a monthly 
installment of $588.24 each 
month.  

Since sentencing, Burton 
has made one $300 restitu-
tion payment.  She also failed 
to report to report to court in 
November 2018, and failed 
to report to her probation of-
ficer in November 2018, Janu-
ary 2019, February 2019, and 
March 2019.  

On Thursday, April 11, 
2019, Circuit Judge Stanley 
Sorey revoked Burton’s pro-
bation terms.  He has ordered 
her to serve a ten-year term in 
the custody of the Mississippi 
Department of Corrections. 
She has also been ordered to 
complete the Mississippi De-
partment of Corrections Cen-
ter before being released from 
MDOC custody, as well as to 
pay $70,000 in restitution and 
District Attorney fees of $250.  

Burton is currently being 
held in jail and is awaiting 
transport to MDOC custody.  

Woman guilty of 2016 arson headed to 

prison for breaking probation terms

Saturday severe weather 

blamed for two local fires

Hearing held for dismissed East Jasper administrator
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The City of Bay Springs 
has received a $60,000 check 
from the Mississippi State Au-
ditor’s Office that links to an 
investigation case against for-
mer Bay Springs City Clerk 
Randy James.  

Bay Springs Mayor J.E. 
Smith confirmed the payment 
Tuesday afternoon, and be-
lieves it to be from the sure-
ty bond James was working 
under as the City Clerk.  A 
surety bond functions as an 
insurance policy for taxpay-
ers against embezzlement and 
fraud by public officials. The 
bond improves the chance for 
taxpayers to recover stolen 
public money. 

“I don’t know for a fact, 
but I assume it came from the 
$60,000 bond he was working 

under as Clerk,” Smith said.  
State Auditor Shad White 

issued a demand letter in Feb-
ruary 2019 to James, who is 

suspected in embezzlement 
from the City of Bay Springs, 
to repay funds to the city, in-
cluding interest and investi-
gative costs.  White issued 
the demand to James to pay 
$325,561.84 as a result of the 
investigation.  

In April 2017, the City of 
Bay Springs learned that a 
sizeable amount of money 

was missing or had been 
misappropriated which even-
tually led to the exiting of 
James from his position with 
the city.  Later in May of the 
same year, Mayor Smith and 
the Bay Springs Board of 
Alderman called a special 
meeting to discuss the miss-
ing funds situation.  Follow-
ing a closed-door meeting, it 
was confirmed that James had 
been placed on administrative 
leave without pay, indefinite-
ly, as a result of an ongoing 
investigation that was being 
handled by the State Auditor’s 
Office. 

According to the State 
Auditor’s Office in Febru-
ary 2019, the investigation 
revealed James was duped 
by international scammers to 
divert city funds overseas in 
hope of winning money in a 

lottery scheme. At the direc-
tion of the scammers, James 
created a secret bank account 

and transferred money to it 
from the city by creating and 
paying fraudulent invoices 
from fictitious companies 
for services which never oc-
curred.

From August 2017 to April 
2018, James  is accused of 
compiling with international 
scammers by transferring 
funds in increments of $1,950 
to $50,000 to the secret bank 
account. He then wired that 
money to scammers. Local 
bank officials became skepti-
cal of the transfers initiated 
on behalf of Bay Springs by 
James and reported the trans-
fers to city leaders.

Approximately $300,000 
was stolen from the City of 
Bay Springs in less than one 
year. 

This case, according to the 

State Auditor’s Office, ranks 
as the ninth largest demand 
for embezzlement in the last 
decade in Mississippi. 

Randy James

City collects $60K in ongoing embezzlement case
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A grievance hearing in-
volving the East Jasper School 
District and a dismissed em-
ployee of the district began 
Friday morning on the campus 
of Heidelberg High School.

Russell Jones, a former as-
sistant principal at Heidelberg 
Junior High and head of the 
East Jasper School District 
Transportation Department, 
requested the hearing after be-
ing dismissed from his posi-

tions with the district.  Jones 
initially requested a hear-
ing after being suspended on 
February 20, 2019.  The sus-
pension eventually led to a 
dismissal from the district on 
April 11.

“A hearing can be private 
or public, and Mr. Jones re-
quested for his hearing to be 
public,” East Jasper School 
District Superintendent Dr. 
Nadene Arrington said Tues-
day.  

During testimony heard 
before the East Jasper School 

District Board from several 
different district staff mem-
bers and Dr. Arrington, Jones 
was suspended based an al-
leged bus transportation situ-
ation involving students, al-
leged failure to adhere to the 
district’s leave policy, and al-
leged failure to adhere to the 
district’s purchasing policy.  
The alleged failure to ad-
here to the district’s purchas-
ing policy largely revolved 
around purchase orders not 
being properly issued before 
vendor services were ac-

quired, which led to vendors 

eventually seeking payments 

from the district in which it 

was not aware. 

The initial hearing con-

cluded at approximately 4:30 

p.m. Friday, with only the 

school district’s testimony be-

ing heard.  The hearing will 

resume on April 30 at 9 a.m., 

with expected testimony from 
Jones.    

East Jasper School District Board members hear testimony from East Jasper School District 
Superintendent Dr. Nadene Arrington (left) Friday afternoon in Heidelberg.  Photo/heath Walley


