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Watermelons can be a great summer treat, butWatermelons can be a great summer treat, but

IS IT RIPE?IS IT RIPE?
Here’s how to know:
1. Lift it. It should feel heavy. Compare the weight of 
similar size melons. If the melon is nice and ripe, it 
should feel heavier and full of water. 
2. Look for the field spot. The underside of the melon 
should have a large, creamy yellow spot. This means 
that it sat on the ground and ripened adequately. If 
there’s no spot or it’s white, it may mean that the melon 
was picked too soon.
3. Inspect the color. It should be dull and dark green in 
color, not shiny. A shiny melon will usually be under-
ripened. The darker the better.
4. Check for a stem. If the melon still has a stem on it, it 
means that it didn’t come off the vine easily and may not 
be fully ripe. If the end is indented with no stem, it means 
that it likely came off the vine on its own and fully ripe.
5. The THUMP. It’s a favorite, but not the best trick. 
It should have a deep, hollow sound––not sharp or 
shallow. You should be able to feel the vibrations.

HAPPY SUMMER AND ENJOY!

In the Covington County area you can find delicious 
watermelons at Ramey’s Food Stores, Shady Acres 

Village, Greer’s Cash Saver, and at the farmer’s 
markets in Collins and Mt Olive.
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COVINGTON COUNTY SAFETY FIRST
Your Safety Is Our First Priority!

• Burglar
• Fire Alarm
• Security Cameras

"AUTHORIZED
DEALER!"

Lic# 15013868

SERVING HATTIESBURG AND SURROUNDING AREA
WWW.SAFETYFIRSTTEAM.NET 

601-408-1232
MICHAEL FRENCH

1ST MONTH
WAIVER FOR JUNE

WITH APPROVED CREDIT
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