
By Carol Evans,
JCn staff WritEr

With sirens blowing and 
lights flashing, a brand new 
state-of-the-art fire truck pur-
chased by the City of Bay 
Springs made its way through 
town to Smith Park where it 
was on display for the vol-
unteer firemen and public to 
view Monday afternoon.  

The fire truck has been a 
year in the process of pur-
chase through delivery.  It is 
a E-1 Typhoon custom built 
from front to back with speci-
fications which will enhance 
fire fighting ability in the area, 
according to Assistant Fire 
Chief Hudson Jenkins.  

The truck was built in the 

main factory located in Ocala, 
Florida, and then was sent 
to Sunbelt Fire in Fairhope, 
Alabama, for the finishing 
touches.  

Sunbelt Fire has made the  
truck one of the safest trucks 
on the road.  It has an integrat-
ed roll cage, as well as many 
other safety features. It has an 
all aluminum body and cab 
which will not rust and makes 
the truck lighter.  The plastic 
which is on the inside of most 
trucks has been replaced with 
an all metal hardening pack-
age on the dashboard and 
other areas that are typically 
plastic. Throughout the truck 
there are many compartments 
for storage such as for medi-

cal equipment.  Instead of a  
typical two-seater truck, the 
new Bay Springs Fire De-
partment truck one has four 
seats. Three seats have built 
in air packs which provide 
a quicker access for firemen 
to put on for interior search 
and rescue.  The truck has a 
front jump line which allows 
for closer access to vehicle or 
container fires.  Included is a 
compartment for bottle stor-
age for the firemen, booster 
reels for trash fires or wood 
fires, speedlay 1 for foam and 
speedlay 2 for water, which 
provides quicker hose access  
and the latest technology. The 
truck has a 1,000 gallon water 
capacity, as well as a 50 gal-

lon foam cell capacity to fight 
chemical, kitchen, or car fires.

Bay Springs Fire Depart-
ment Chief Scott Leavitt 
approached the City about 
a need for a new fire truck 
close to a year ago.  The Bay 
Springs Board of Aldermen  
gave approval for the depart-
ment to move forward toward 
the purchase of a new truck.  
Hank Levins, Territory Man-
ager for Sunbelt Fire for Cen-
tral & South Mississippi was 

contacted. Levins was pres-
ent for the delivery of the fire 
truck in Bay Springs Monday.  

“This was my first sale 
since being assigned to this 
territory, and I wanted to see it 
through to delivery,” he said.   

When the truck left the 
Alabama plant, it was driven 
to Jackson where the Missis-
sippi State Fire Rating Bureau 
had to test the pump for cer-
tification before it could be 
placed into service.

Bay Springs Mayor J.E. 
Smith, Ward Two Alderman 
Mike Lucas, Ward Five Al-
derman Bob Cook, Ward One 
Alderman Steve Breland, and 
Ward Three Alderman Jimmy 
Knotts, as well as City em-
ployees Donald Brown, Po-
lice Chief Tony Wedgeworth, 
Yetta Strong and Vickie Car-
gile, were present to view the 
truck Monday, along with 
members of the volunteer fire 
department.

By HEatH WallEy,
JCn Editor
nEWs@JaspErCountynEWs.nEt

The Bay Springs Rotary 
Club Monday at noon hon-
ored and awarded scholar-
ships amounting to $10,800 
to 36 high school seniors 
from schools across Jasper 
County during a Missis-
sippi Scholars Luncheon 
held at the Jones College 

Jasper County Center in Bay 
Springs.

The Mississippi Scholars 
program is managed by the 
Public Education Forum of 
Mississippi. The initiative 
uses business leaders to mo-
tivate students to complete a 
rigorous course of study in 
high school. This promising 
initiative pairs trained local 
business leaders with classes 

of eighth grade students prior 
to the selection of their high 
school courses. Business 
leaders help students see the 
value in taking more rigor-
ous courses. The goal is to 
prepare students for a mean-
ingful high school education 
and beyond.

Since its inception in 
2003-2004, the program has 
grown to serve over 160 high 

schools throughout the state. 
As part of the initiative, more 
than 1,500 volunteers from 
the business community 
have been trained to deliver 
the presentation, which has 
now recognized more than 
45,000 Mississippi gradu-
ates.

The keynote speaker at the 
Monday event was Heidel-
berg native Vickie Powell, 
Senior Vice-President of the 
foundation for the Missis-
sippi Scholars Program with 
the Mississippi Economic 
Council.

“I always enjoy com-
ing back home.  This is still 
home for me,” Powell said.

“We are so proud of the 
Mississippi Scholars pro-
gram here in Jasper County 
and what you all have done.  
The first year in 2009 and 
2010, we had 30 Mississippi 
Scholars, and Jasper County 
provided $250 in scholar-
ships [for each student].  
Just to understand how the 
program has grown for ten 
years, Jasper County, includ-
ing this year, has provided 
305 Mississippi Scholars 

with medallions, certifi-
cates, recognition, and over 
$100,000 in scholarships. 
All of this would not be pos-
sible without the support of 
the community. 

The Scholars program 
has grown since 2003 and 
2004 to over 45,000 gradu-
ates, and now we have every 
county in the state participat-
ing in the Mississippi Schol-
ars program except for one, 
and we are working on them.  
I appreciate Jasper County in 
all it has done in recognizing 
and supporting the Missis-
sippi Scholars program.” 

To qualify for Mississippi 
Scholars, students must en-
roll in a rigorous college 
preparatory curriculum dur-
ing the school year. Students 
must also complete 40 Hours 
of community or volunteer 
service during four years 
of high school, and have an 
18 ACT composite score 
(Overall Score), maintain a 
2.5 cumulative high school 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. Student 
attendance must be 95 per-
cent during their four years 
of high school. There can 

be no out-of-school suspen-
sion, and Mississippi Schol-
ars must also complete any 
remaining State-mandated 
high school graduation re-
quirements.

“You students really de-
serve this.  We want you to 
know how much we appreci-
ate you putting forth the ex-
tra effort to be involved in the 
community, and to also take 
those courses you need to 
take to be successful at a high 
level,” Jamie Holder, CEO 
of Hol-Mac and member  of 
the Bay Springs Rotary Club, 
told the group of students.  

The 2019 Jasper County 
Mississippi Scholars from 
Bay Springs High School, 
Heidelberg High School, 
Stringer Attendance Center 
and Sylva-Bay Academy are: 
Sandreka Campbell, Chelsie 
Carr, April Gavin, Rondaisha 
Henry, Kezia Herring, Sha-
myra Keyes, Alise Milliken, 
Lauren Page, Kataya Shipp, 
Kierra Ellis, Kravian Gillium, 
Johnathan Richardson, Sane-
thia Sampson, Ca’Darrius 
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2019 JASPER COUNTY MISSISSIPPI SCHOLARS - Jasper County produced 36 Mississippi Scholars this year.  The students were honored and presented a scholarship Monday. Scholars are: 
Sandreka Campbell, Chelsie Carr, April Gavin, Rondaisha Henry, Kezia Herring, Shamyra Keyes, Alise Milliken, Lauren Page, Kataya Shipp, Kierra Ellis, Kravian Gillium, Johnathan Richardson, 
Sanethia Sampson, Ca’Darrius Wilson, Shelby Doolittle, James Hinton, Ruth Odom, Blake Smith, Sawyer Smith, Keegan Tumblin, Lillie Valentine, Gracie White, Jess White, Reagan Buckley, 
Alexis Cook, Cayleb Dyess, Landon Elkins, Gavin Goldman, Bailey Hill, Robert Holifield, Benjamin King, Christopher McNeil, Andrew Nix, Dajuana Pace, Austin Rayner, and Sarah Thompson 
(not pictured).  The group is pictured with Vickie Powell (far left) of the Mississippi Economic Council and Jamie Holder (far right) of the Bay Springs Rotary Club.  Photo/heath Walley

Rotary Club honors area Mississippi Scholars

By HEatH WallEy,
JCn Editor
nEWs@JaspErCountynEWs.nEt

A father and son were tragi-
cally killed in an one-vehicle 
automobile accident in Jasper 
County on Saturday, March 
30.

The victims, identified by 
Mississippi Highway Patrol 
Spokesman Sgt. Andy West, 

were Willie J. Millsap, 49, 
and Jocques Millsap, 25, both 
of Laurel. 

According to the MHP ac-
cident report, the 2015 Ford 
F-350, driven by Jocques 
Millsap, was traveling north-
bound on Interstate 59 in 
the left lane when the truck 
ran off  the left side of the 
roadway and collided with a 

bridge support.  Both airbags 
deployed in the vehicle, but 
neither the father nor the son 
was wearing a seat belt.  

MHP, the Jasper County 
Sheriff’s Department, Heidel-
berg Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, area First Responders, 
and ASAP Ambulance Ser-
vice responded to the accident 
scene.  

Father, son tragically killed in auto accident

By HEatH WallEy,
JCn Editor
nEWs@JaspErCountynEWs.nEt

A Stringer duo arrested al-
most two weeks ago for pass-
ing “prop” or fake money in 
Bay Springs has been arrest-
ed again for the same thing.  

Robert Williams, 49, and 
Constance Williams, 43, 
were first taken into custody 
by the Bay Springs Police 
Department on March 22 for 
passing two fake one-hun-
dred dollar bills at Standard 
Drugs in Bay Springs on two 
separate occasions.  They 
both were charged with pass-
ing counterfeit money, at the 
time, and Robert Williams 
was also charged for possess-
ing prescription medicine 
without a prescription.  They 
were released from jail on 
$30,000 bonds set by Jasper 
County Justice Court Judge 
Marvin Jones.  

In the latest incident, the 

two were arrested on war-
rants on April 3 by the Bay 
Springs Police Department 
for passing “prop” money 
at the Family Dollar in Bay 
Springs.  Both are still being 
held at the Jasper County Jail.  

The “prop” one-hundred 
dollar bills the Bay Springs 
Police Department has recov-
ered have a warning on them 
that indicate the money is not 
real.  However, the appear-
ance and texture of the fake 
money is near that of real 

money.  
“What they were trying 

to do is get the good change 
back from the bills.  The pub-
lic and area businesses need 
to be aware that this has hap-
pened in our area,” said Bay 
Springs Police Chief Tony 
Wedgeworth. “We don’t see 
things like this a lot; usually 
it’s counterfeit bills that peo-
ple produce.  I think we’ve 
seen one case of ‘prop’ mon-
ey in the area before.”

Robert Williams Constance Williams

Stringer duo arrested again 
for using counterfeit money

New state-of-the-art fire truck arrives in Bay Springs

A new state-of-the-art fire truck purchased by the City of Bay Springs for the Bay Springs Fire 
Department made its way to the working location Monday afternoon. Photos/Carol evans

Pictured with the new fire truck are (from left) Bay Springs Police Chief Tony Wedgeworth, 
Bay Springs Fire Chief Scott Leavitt, Mayor J.E. Smith, Ward 5 Alderman Bob Cook, Ward 2 
Alderman Mike Lucas, Ward 1 Alderman Steve Breland, Ward 3 Alderman Jimmy Knotts, and 
Bay Springs Assistant Fire Chief Hudson Jenkins.  


