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MERRY
MARKETPLACE

A Community Shopping Event
the magnolia center • laurel, ms

november 23 • 10am - 5 pm

free admission!

Sponsored by:
PROtec Security LLC

Betty L. Estate Sales, LLC
Kristi Shorter’s Nail Bar

A Lasting Impression Florist & Gifts
Magnolia & Peach Jewelry

Rasberry Greene

Sponsored by:
Happy Coffee~Kameye Smith

Keith’s Superstores
Talson Farms Christmas Trees

MAD CLOTHING
Garcia’s Donuts
The Art Cottage 70
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Christmas36th 
Annual

at

Saturday, Nov. 30 • 9am-8pm
Sunday, Dec. 1 • 12pm-8pm

www.LANDRUMS.com
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www.TOTALFOOTCARECLINICS.com Hattiesburg  • Petal • Purvis • Laurel • Columbia • Richton • Meridian
601.268.0400 TOTAL FOOT CARE CLINIC

from the 
Foot Care 

Specialists

By Kevin Williamson
There is a little more traf-

fic on Sandy Lane in Laurel 
these days . . . well, actual-
ly there is a lot more traffic 
on Sandy Lane these days! 
There is a good reason 
for that – Champs Club.  
  Doug Burnette and his 
family have taken over the 
former Extreme Outfitters 
location, a location that 
houses “teenage memories” 
for many area residents who 
once slipped on their skates 
and laughed the nights away 

in the old Sunshine Skate 
Center. The skating is back, 
and all the fun that goes with 
it, so don’t expect any down-
turn in the traffic count on 
Sandy Lane any time soon.  
     Champs Club had a “soft 
opening” (meaning no ad-
vertising) on Friday, Novem-
ber 1 so that they could 
gauge what the response 
would be like without being 
overwhelmed by customers. 
Even with the soft opening, 
the attendance was incred-
ible. They had to turn away 

over 300 people the open-
ing weekend, due to the 
building’s fire capacity safety 
limit, and on Saturday night 
the lines stretched from the 
front door to the street with 
people waiting to get in. It 
seemed as if all the parents 
who enjoyed their skating 
nights there all those many 
years ago wanted their kids 
to experience the same fun 
and fellowship. Champs Club 
has the skating rink, inflat-

By Linda Cranford
The weather was beautiful for the annual 

Veterans Day Service at the Veterans Memo-
rial Museum in Laurel Monday morning, No-
vember 11. Veterans, families, and friends 
gathered in front of the museum to cele-
brate and remember those who serve our 
great country. 

The raising of the flag was performed by 
members of the Disabled American Veter-
ans as Chuck May sang the national anthem.  
Rob Ruffin led the assembly in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, which was followed by an invoca-
tion given by Col. Scott Carson, Chaplain U.S. 
Army, retired. May then led the assembly in 
singing “America the Beautiful.” 

Ruffin reminded everyone that the muse-
um is filled with artifacts given to the mu-
seum by veterans themselves and family 
members of veterans, and they each tell a 
story. “All veterans have a story to tell if you 
will sit down and talk to them,” said Ruffin. 
“Some want to talk to you; some do not.” 
He encouraged the younger generation to 
talk to the veterans and get their story and 
learn about their sacrifices and services to 
our country. 

First Sgt. John Cross and Staff Sgt. Kenny 
Lightsey and other members of their Bra-
vo Company, 106th Maintenance Battalion 
in Laurel, which is part of the 155 Brigade 
Combat Team of the Mississippi National 
Guard, brought a couple of military armored 
vehicles for all to see. The vehicles included 

a HEMMT with a FRSH (a large mobile tool 
box that will allow for the repair of another 
vehicle in the field) and a HUMVEE. 

Dr. Robert Hilbun was the keynote speak-
er for the event.  Hilbun, who is 88, is a re-
tired dentist who had his practice in Laurel 
for many years and who served in the Army 
Medical Corp.  

“There has never been a day that I loved 
this country more than I love her today,” be-
gan Hilbun. “And, there’s never been a day 
that I was prouder to be an American than I 
am proud to be an American today.” 

Pointing to the American flag he said, 
“Where you see that American flag it rep-
resents this great nation and her great peo-
ple. Any American who refuses to pledge 
allegiance to that flag ought to be ashamed 
of themselves. I was taught at an early age 
to respect the flag, which we affectionately 
call ‘Old Glory.’ That flag represents the high-
est ideals of freedom and liberty that we all 
cherish and enjoy in this one nation under 
God.” 

Looking out over the crowd he said, “It 
has been people like you from generation to 
generation who has kept this country great 
and its liberty alive and well. This United 
States of America is without question the 
greatest nation in all of human history. She 
has remained great and she has remained 
free because its people like you, to a very 
large extent, that has lived according to its 
motto, ‘In God We Trust.’ Since its inception 

*WAC, TOWER LOANS
24 MONTHS INTEREST FREE! *

Remington TAC-14
Sale $269.99#81348

DELTON AR15
Sale $399.99#ORFTLW16-0

Savage 
110 Tactical 
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Creedmoor

Sale 
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AFTER MAIL-IN
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330 N. 16TH
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WWW.THEGOLDMINEPAWN.COM
SHOP ONLINE!!! 

601-342-2880

Ruger 
LCP 380

Sale $169.99

Taurus G2s
9mm

Smith 
& Wesson
SD9 or 40#03790 Assorted Colors

Sale $199.99 Sale $279.99

10th Anniversary 
Limited Edition

800OVER 800 FIREARMS IN STOCK!

Black Friday

SHOTGUNS

HOME OF THE $5.00
FLU SHOT

BAB3327

OPEN AT 7 AM

Wallace Drugs

601-428-4334

“We’ve got you covered!”

ROOFING

Residential and Commercial
TEAR-OFFS & RE-ROOFING

LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY
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A powerful message on Veterans Day

Champs Club: Skating is 
back in Jones County

we have truly been a nation under God with 
liberty and justice for all.  If we ever stop be-
ing a nation under God, we will cease to be 
free.” 

Hilbun spoke of his disdain with what is 
happening in our country today. 

“All is not well within the borders of this 
blessed land.  In these 88 years the Lord’s 
given me to live, I never thought I’d see the 
day in which the overt and covert actions 
in the highest echelons of our government 

would seek to overthrow a duly elected pres-
ident of this country. These self-acclaimed, 
self-appointed, holier-than-thou false accus-
ers of our president, with their conjured up 
lies and unconstitutional methods, are a dis-
grace to human decency and to the principle 
of equal justice for all.” 

Talking about our country being a repub-
lic, he repeated a statement once made by 
one of the Founding Fathers, “‘When the 

----- Continued on P. 2 -----

----- Continued on P. 5 -----


