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Don’t OVERPAY

Call

WALLACE

DRUGS
TODAY!

601-428-4334
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FRI. OCT. 18 - SAT. OCT. 26

Laurel, MS
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www.Impact601.com

SOUTH RIDGE FAMILY CLINIC
Hometown Healthcare with a Human Touch

M-F 8am-5pm 
Appointments or Walk-ins Accepted

Most Insurance Accepted:
Commercial | Medicare | Medicaid

•  ACUTE ILLNESS OR INJURY
•  CHRONIC ILLNESS
•  WELLNESS EXAMS
•  DOT PHYSICALS
•  TELEHEALTH

Marlana Hedgepeth, FNPJenna Cole, FNP LeAnn Evans, FNP

601-477-2221
80 Hal Crocker Rd., Ellisville
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totalfootcareclinics.com

TOTAL FOOT CARE CLINIC 601.268.0400

COMING

SOON!

New Purvis Clinic You!Growing to 
    Better Serve

Hattiesburg  • Petal • Purvis • Laurel • Columbia • Richton • Meridian
Many locations to 
better serve you!

Need

CA$H
for the

Big Game?
601-651-6535

Your 2nd Chance 

Finance!
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120 N. 15TH AVE. • LAUREL M-F. 8:30 am-5:30 pm

Two Bits, Four Bits
Six Bits, A Dollar...
If You Need Some Money
Give Us A Holler!

“We’ve got you covered!”

ROOFING

Residential and Commercial

TEAR-OFFS & RE-ROOFING

LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY

15-YR. WARRANTY ON LABOR & SHINGLES!

Financing Available!

FREE
Estimates

  601-319-7857
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Laurel, MS  •   Hattiesburg, MS
www.coxroofingms.com
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By Kevin Williamson

Two Laurel residents, Tay Baucum and Deidra Baucum, will ap-

parently have their day in court against Petro Harvester Oil & Gas 

Co., LLC, and several other oilfield companies after approximately 
five years of wrestling to get their case out of the jurisdiction of 
the Mississippi State Oil and Gas Board and in front of a jury. The 
core of the lawsuit filed by the Baucums is the alleged toxic pollu-

tion of their property on Wansley Road in Laurel – pollution that 
they believe they can prove caused the life-threatening cancer di-
agnosed in Deidra about three years ago.

The 19 acres owned by the Baucums are located right across 
the road from the Laurel Country Club, and their property sur-
rounds the 1.25 acre oil well site that is tucked just inside some 
trees off of Wansley Road.

Jones County Circuit Court Judge Dal Williamson ruled last 

month, on August 19, that a stay against the plaintiffs ability to 
pursue a remedy for personal injury claims be lifted. A “stay” in 
the legal system is a halting of legal proceedings. The motion to 
lift the stay was filed in June.

The judge’s order opened the door for the private property 
owners to move forward and seek a remedy outside of the State 
Oil and Gas Board, a state agency that exercises control over many 
oil field related issues.

The defendants listed in the case in addition to Petro Harvester 
Oil & Gas Co., LLC, include Petro Harvester Operating Co., LLC; 
Champion Oilfield Service, LLC; Boots Smith Oilfield Services, LLC; 
and Comstock Oil & Gas, LP.

Since Judge Williamson’s ruling to lift the stay, the defendants 
have filed an interlocutory appeal to the Mississippi Supreme 
Court, requesting that the higher court look at the case before it 
moves forward. The decision from the Supreme Court to hear the 
case or not will likely arrive before Christmas.

In addition to their personal injury claims, the plaintiffs are also 
seeking property damage claims; however, the judge said in his 
August order that administrative remedies from the Oil and Gas 

Board must be exhausted before any other redress for property 
damage, outside of the Board, can be sought.

In the Motion to Lift Stay that was filed in June, and which con-

tained an amended complaint as one of its exhibits, the plaintiffs 
accuse the oil field companies of dumping and storing toxic oil 
field waste on-site and in a saltwater disposal well that contami-
nated their property and caused the disease suffered by Deidra. 
The oil field companies are being blamed for disposing of indus-

trial and oil field waste and materials and other toxic substanc-

es (including naturally occurring radioactive materials) that the 
plaintiffs believe have migrated onto their land – thus ruining the 
use of their personal property and initiating Deidra’s sickness. 
The companies are also being charged by the plaintiffs of dump-

ing, burying, storing or disposing of other oil field related items 
such as gloves, rags, barrels, casings, boots, fencing, tanks, met-

als, well-servicing equipment and other such material, which the 

plaintiffs are alleging are also contaminated with toxic chemicals.
According to Deidra's husband, Marlan, UAB doctors and a tox-

icologist from Tulane University who specializes in oil field related 
chemicals have indicated that they believe Deidra’s cancer may 
have been caused by exposure to the oil field petroleum waste 
disposed of near their property. The contaminants that the de-

fendants are being accused of disposing onto the site location 
next to the Baucums’ property are “highly toxic to humans,” ac-

cording to court chronicles. The plaintiffs believe they can prove 
that Deidra’s esophageal cancer, which she was diagnosed with in 
2016, was instigated by the contaminants that they claim washed 
onto their property.

There is a chance that the toxic waste also may have migrat-
ed to other surrounding property in the area as well, including 

Tallahoma Creek, which empties into the Leaf River. According to 
Marlan, at least one local resident has informed him that he has 
observed “fish kills” in the creek not far from the site. Those ob-

servations have not been proven to be connected to the alleged 
toxic waste disposal, but the observations of that witness could 
potentially become part of testimony in court. The plaintiffs are 
not alleging in their lawsuit that property outside of their own has 
been damaged by the contaminants.

The Baucums were planning to develop a subdivision on the 
property prior to the discovery of the alleged toxic chemicals on 
their land, a venture that the Baucums were told could generate 

several million dollars. Those plans have been nixed by the sup-

posed pollution of their property.
Marlan Baucum first became aware of potential damage to 

their land back in 2013 when he was walking through his property 
and surveying some of the timber his family was thinking of cut-
ting before proceeding with the subdivision plans. As he walked 
near the property line where the oil well site is located, he noticed 
unlined pits with oil field waste in them. That’s when Baucum 

INTERNAL MEDICINE     OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY     PEDIATRICS    

PHARMACY     DENTISTRY

SPORTS PHYSICALS & IMMUNIZATIONS TOO!

“Quality Care ...Because We Care So Much”

WWW.LFHC.NET

WITH LOCATIONS IN LAUREL, TAYLORSVILLE, SANDERSVILLE, AND WAYNESBORO

LAUREL - MAIN CLINIC

117 South 11th Ave • Laurel 
601-425-3033

LAUREL - OB-GYN CLINIC

113 South 12th Ave • Laurel 
601-399-1959

Chief Medical Officer
Bernard DeAsis, MD

Chief Executive Officer
Rashad N. Ali, MD, JD, FACOG

Visit us online at:

7
0
7
2
5

Lawsuit claiming oil field contamination of property 
near Laurel Country Club inches closer to trial

This oil well site on Wansley Road is at the center of a lawsuit in 

Jones County. ----- Continued on P. 3 -----


