
RALE IGH   •   TAYLORSV I L L E   •   M I Z E   •   POLKV I L L E   •   S Y LVARENA   •   RURAL  SM ITH

USPS NO.

499-080

Vol. 131, No. 16        WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,  2019   PRICE $1.00 

My name is Eddie McMu-

lan and I am pleased to an-

nounce my candidacy for Su-

pervisor Beat 2. 

I am 64 years of age and a 

native Smith Countian. I am 

married to the former Dawn 

Craft Bradshaw of Mize. To-

gether, we have eight surviv-

ing children and one deceased. 

We also have ten grandchil-

dren. My parents are Randolph 

(Oot) and Elaine McMullan. 

Dawn’s parents are Junior 

and Lynnette Craft of Mize. 

We are members of the Jesus 

Name Church of Sylvarena. 

We all know the problems 

of Smith County, namely the 

need for more and better jobs, 

better education and improv-

ing and maintaining our roads 

and bridges. It is my desire to 

do everything I can to make 

Smith County a better place to 

live and work. 

I humbly ask for your vote 

and support for Beat 2 Super-

visor, Smith County, Missis-

sippi. 

Thank you, Eddie McMul-

lan
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I, Mary Lou Powell, take 

this opportunity to announce 

my candidacy for the office 
of Smith County Tax Asses-

sor-Collector.  

I am a life-long resident of 

Smith County having grown 

up in the community of Burns 

and now living in the commu-

nity of White Oak.  

Jerry Powell, my husband 

of forty-six years,  and I have 

two children, Eric Powell and 

Andrea P. Goudie and we are 

blessed with four wonderful 

grandchildren.  My parents 

are the late Margaret B. Harris 

and William Ray Burns of the 

Burns community. 

I attended Burns High 

School, graduated with honors 

from Raleigh High School in 

1971 and  completed the In-

tensive Business Program at 

Jones County Junior College. 

I am a Christian and an ac-

tive member of Sardis Bap-

tist Church where I currently 

serve as church secretary.  For 

a number of years I have been 

active in the Smith County Re-

lay for Life serving in various 

positions.  

In 1973 I joined the staff of 

the Smith County Tax Asses-

sor-Collector and for the next 

twenty-five years it became a 
most enjoyable and vital part 

of my life.  I loved my job and 

the people of Smith County 

that I worked with and served 

on a daily basis.  After 25 

years of dedicated service, I 

retired in 1998 and carried my 

experience and knowledge to 

my present position as a legal 

assistant working primarily 

with real estate matters.

The office of Smith County 
Tax Assessor-Collector carries 

many duties.  Among those 

are mapping of real property, 

the assessments of all land and 

buildings, assessments of per-

sonal property, preparations of 

assessment rolls (land, person-

al and mobile home), prepara-

tion of tax receipts, collection 

of taxes, collection for and is-

suance of automobile and truck 

tags and the filing of Home-

stead Exemptions.  During my 

twenty five-year tenure, I had 
the opportunity to work in all 

phases of this office.  After re-

appraisal, my primary duties 

included mapping, appraisal, 

maintenance fieldwork of real 
property, preparation of rolls 

and receipts and working with 

Homestead Exemptions.

During my years of employ-

ment in this office, I attend-

ed many schools in the fields 
of assessment, appraisal and 

mapping.  At the time of my 

retirement, I held the designa-

tions of Mississippi Certified 
Appraiser, Assessment Eval-

uator I, Assessment Evaluator 

II and Mississippi Assessment 

Evaluator (MAE – the high-

est professional designation 

in the Tax Assessor Educa-

tion Program administered by 

the Mississippi Cooperative 

Extension Service and the 

Mississippi State Tax Com-

mission).  I served two years 

as secretary of the Mississippi 

Chapter of International Asso-

ciation of Assessing Officers 
(IAAO).

I have the experience and 

the qualifications needed to 
fulfill the many duties of this 
office.  It would be an honor 
and a privilege to serve the cit-

izens of Smith County as their 

next Tax Assessor-Collector. 

If elected to this office, I 
sincerely pledge to you friend-

ly and courteous service, hon-

esty, an open-door policy and I 

will faithfully carry out the du-

ties of this office with pride.  I 
will work full time to give you 

the service you deserve.  

Let my experience and 

qualifications work for you. 
Please go to the polls on Au-

gust 6 and vote for Mary Lou 

Powell for Smith County Tax 

Assessor-Collector.  Your vote 

of confidence will be greatly 
appreciated and will be re-

warded by faithful and dedi-

cated service.

In the event that I do not see 

you personally before Election 

Day, please consider this a 

personal request for your vote 

and support. 
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Powell announces bid for Tax Assessor/Collector

My name is James Michael 

(MIKE) Ford, I would like to 

take this time to announce my 

candidacy for Smith Coun-

ty Supervisor, Beat 2. I’m 60 

years old, married to my wife, 

Tammy for 38 years. We have 

two children, daughter, Mela-

nie Ford Blackwell (Joseph), 

two grandchildren, Layla and 

Logan Blackwell, my son, 

Patrick Ford, my parents, 

James and Barbara Ford, all of 

Taylorsville. I’m a member of 

Summerland Baptist Church, 

active deacon, a 1976 graduate 

of Taylorsville High School 

and attended JCJC for two 

years. After JCJC, I sought 

a career in the pipeline and 

oilfield industry for 40 years. 
I was employed 8 years with 

Brown and Root, USA, Inc. – 

Pipeline and Oilfield Services 
Division, as an equipment op-

erator and foreman. Employed 

2 ½ years with Singley Con-

struction – Pipeline and Oil-

field Construction as a Super-
intendent overseeing projects, 

personnel and assisted with 

bidding of projects.

 Employed 28 years (retired 

2017) with Plantation Pipeline 

Company/ Kinder Morgan. 

Held positions in operations, 

maintenance and management 

over my career. Responsi-

bilities consisted of working 

with local, state and federal 

agencies to insure operating 

practices were within compli-

ance. Assisted with setting up 

annual budgets and maintain-

ing that budget throughout the 

year. Directing personnel and 

setting goals to accomplish 

throughout the annual work 

period, working in a safe and 

efficient manner. After retir-
ing from Plantation Pipeline, 

I have been employed with 

DDS Enterprises – Pipeline 

Maintenance Contractor, as a 

Project Manager for the past 

two years. My responsibilities 

consist of keeping daily oper-

ations, personnel assigned to 

projects, estimating/bidding 

projects and communicating 

with pipeline representatives 

on a daily basis.

If elected as Beat Two Su-

pervisor, I will work to im-

prove the conditions of the 

roads in the Beat Two district, 

work with the other county 

officials to set and maintain a 
manageable budget. 

The responsibility of the 

supervisor consists of more 

than keeping the roadways 

maintained, assisting with the 

county budget for funding 

county operations is one of 

the key responsibilities. I feel 

that my past work experienc-

es working in management to 

maintain budgets to keep the 

companies within their annu-

al budgets will be a plus for 

helping to keep county funds 

in check.

I look forward to meeting 

and talking with each voter 

within Beat Two between now 

and election time. Your sup-

port and vote will be greatly 

appreciated.

             May GOD Bless, 

                Mike Ford
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Ford seeks election as Supervisor, Beat 2

McMullan announces bid for Beat 2 Supervisor 

Supervisors sign tornado damage proclamation, 

confirmed F1 tornado south of Taylorsville

EMA Director Heather Easterling confirmed to the board on Monday the weather service 
had confirmed a F1 tornado during Saturday nights storms that moved through the area. 
Easterling thanked Jasper County EMA for providing pictures from their drone, including 
this aerial photo. She also praised Smith SO, 911 dispatchers, Taylorsville Police Dept., Tay-

lorsville VFD, MEMA, County Workers,  and all the VFD for their quick response.
By Ron Manning

Smith County EMA Direc-

tor Heather Easterling pro-

vided the supervisors a report 

on the Saturday night tornado 

damage and requested they 

sign an emergency assistance 

proclamation to MEMA. 

Director Easterling re-

ported 2 homes southwest of 

Taylorsville were damaged in 

the tornado along with multi-

ple storage sheds, and a large 

number of trees. She request-

ed the board sign an emergen-

cy assistance proclamation to 

MEMA on the storm damage, 

and the board approved the 

request. Director Easterling 

also requested permission to 

contract repair of the genera-

tor at the radio towers to im-

prove emergency communica-

tions. She provided the board 

2 quotes on the repair and 

the board approved the lower 

quote in the amount of $5,200 

from Hendrys of Bay Springs. 

Director Easterling also ad-

vised the board of the need to 

move control of the Mize and 

Raleigh tornado sirens to the 

sheriff’s department as there 

are times no one is available to 

activate them in the towns. 

Mize Mayor Larry Joe 

Hancock addressed the board 

on the planned closing of the 

Mize Trustmark Bank in July. 

Mayor Hancock stressed the 

closing of the Mize Bank 

would be harmful to the en-

tire county and he requested 

the board pass a resolution 

and draft a letter to Trustmark 

asking them to reconsider their 

decision to close the Mize 

Bank. Also of concern was a 

possible “no compete” clause 

Trustmark has on the building 

that could possibly forbid an-

other bank from purchasing 

and using the building. On 

a motion by Dwight Norris 

and a 2nd by Kenny Cain, the 

board approved the resolution 

and the letter. 

Flooding at Sylvarena Baptist Church on Hwy. 18.

Jackson, MS - The U.S. Small 

Business Administration Mis-

sissippi District Office (SBA) 
and the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) will host 

a “Rural Strong” outreach 

event for central Mississippi.  

Both agencies are encourag-

ing small business owners, 

farmers, and entrepreneurs to 

attend this event to learn about 

SBA and USDA programs and 

services.

The SBA and the USDA 

are in partnership together 

to expand capital access and 

resources in rural communi-

ties.  This event will provide 

attendees the opportunity to 

meet with lenders, business 

counselors, and contracting 

officials to discuss resources 
to help start or grow their busi-

nesses. The “Rural Strong” 

outreach is part of a SBA and 

USDA initiative that provides 

rural entrepreneurs the tools 

they need to succeed.

The outreach event is 

scheduled for Thursday, April 

18, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. at the Smith Coun-

ty Multi-Purpose Bldg. SC 

Road 77 in Raleigh, MS.

 WHAT:          “Rural 

Strong” Mississippi Interview 

Opportunities & Learn more 

about the Program

WHEN:          Thursday, 

April 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m.

WHERE:       Smith County 

Multi-Purpose Bldg. SCR 77, 

Raleigh, MS 39153

WHO:             SBA Regional 

Administrator Ashley D. Bell, 

SBA Mississippi District Di-

rector Janita Stewart, USDA 

Rural Development  State Di-

rector John Rounsaville, and 

USDA Farm Service Agency 

District Director in Region 4 

Randy Saxon. 

SBA Mississippi “Rural Strong” Outreach Event

Damage on 

SCR 21D

Damage on SCR 21

 Trees down on Gilmer Rd. 
in Covington Co./SCR18


