
JACKSON, MS - After a 

year long investigation by the 

Mississippi Bureau of Narcot-

ics, three Smith County men 

were arrested Thursday on 

outstanding warrants for drug 

violations and the seizure of 

more than a pound of marijua-

na.

MBN agents and Smith 

County deputies executed 

warrants at Michael K. Page’s 

home, where they arrested 

Page along with Travian D. 

Miller. Wesley Keyes, 23, 

was arrested for possession of 

a controlled substance x’s 2 

and possession of marijuana. 

Officers also seized drug par-
aphernalia and two firearms at 
the scene.

30-year-old Page, of Tay-

lorsville, is charged with three 

counts of sale of a controlled 

substance and possession of 

marijuana with intent to dis-

tribute while in possession of 

a firearm. 21-year-old Miller, 
of Raleigh, faces two counts of 

sale of a controlled substance.

Bond for Page has been set 

at $100,000 and $50,000 for 
Miller. Bond for Keyes was 

set at $51,000.
Officers transported the two 

suspects to the Smith County 

Jail.
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    With the incoming new year, 

a new political year begins. 

  The qualifying period for  

statewide, state district, leg-

islative offices along with 
county and county district of-

fices will begin on Wednesday, 
January 2. The qualifying pe-

riod ends at 5 p.m. on Friday, 
March 1. 

Three county seats will 

be up for grabs this year 

with Tax Assessor/Collector 

Becky Martin, Sheriff Charlie 

Crumpton and District 1 Su-

pervisor Kenny Cain choosing 

to not seek re-election. Mar-

tin has held her position for 

12 years and Crumpton has 
served as Sheriff of the county 

for 24 years. Supervisor Ken-

ny Cain was elected in 2012. 

All candidates must meet 

the following requirements to 

qualify for office: 
A registered voter of the 

State of Mississippi and of the 

district of the office for which 
the candidate seeks election. 

The candidate must never 

have been convicted of brib-

ery, perjury or any crime being 

defined as a crime punishable 
by a minimum of one year 

confinement in the state peni-
tentiary, unless they have been 

pardoned for the offense.

The candidate must nev-

er have been convicted of a 

felony in a court of the state, 

or, a felony in a federal court 

or crime in a court of another 

state which is a felony under 

the laws of this state on or af-

ter December, 1992.
The qualifications for coun-

ty offices are: 
Sheriff: No default to the 

state or any county or to the 

United States and a qualified 
elector.

Chancery Clerk/Circuit 

Clerk: A qualified elector of 
the county in which he/she 

seeks election.

County Attorney: A qual-
ified elector and a regular li-
censed and practicing attorney.

Surveyor: A registered land 
surveyor and qualified elector 
of the county in which he/she 

seeks election.

Coroner: A qualified elec-

tor, at least 21 years of age, 
possessing a high school di-

ploma or equivalent of the 

county in which he/she seeks 

election.

Supervisor: A qualified 
elector of the county and a res-

ident in the district in which 

he/she seeks election.

Justice Court Judge: A qual-
ified elector, a resident of the 
county two years preceding 

the day of election, a high 

school graduate or equivalent, 

and completion of a course of 

training required by law with-

in six months of the beginning 

of the term of office.
Constable: A qualified elec-

tor in the county and district in 

which he/she seeks election.

County School Board 

Member: A resident and regis-

tered voter of the district. High 

school diploma or its equiva-

lent. No person who is a resi-

dent of the territory embraced 

within a municipal separate 

school district or a special mu-

nicipal separate school district 

is eligible to be a member of 

the county board of education. 

Qualifying for Office for 
County and County District 

Office as a Party Candidate: A 
Statement of Intent for a can-

didate for party nomination, 

qualifying fee payable of $100 

to the appropriate party, and 

filed with the Circuit Clerk’s 
Office no later than 5pm on 
Friday, March 1, 2019. Also 
a Statement of Economic In-

terest filed electronically with 
the MS Ethics Commission 

within 15 days of qualifying 
for office. Campaign Finance 
Reports are to be filed with the 
Circuit Clerk’s Office by 5pm 
on the applicable deadline.

As an Independent Candi-

date: A petition signed by not 
less than the statutory required 

number of registered voters 

of the county and certified by 
the Circuit Clerk’s Office from 
which the signatures were col-

lected, County wide office: not 
less than 50 qualified voters of 
the county. County district of-

fice: not less than 15 qualified 
voters of the district. A State-

ment of Intent for an indepen-

dent candidate, qualifying fee 

of $100 payable to the coun-

ty and filed with the Circuit 
Clerk’s Office no later than 
5pm on Friday, March 1, 2019. 
Also a Statement of Econom-

ics Interest filed electronically 
with the MS Ethics Commis-

sion within 15 days of quali-
fying for office. Campaign 
Finance Reports are to be filed 
with the Circuit Clerk’s Of-

fice by 5pm on the applicable 
deadline.

  The 2019 primary election 
will be held on Tuesday, Au-

gust 6. The primary runoff 

election will be held on Tues-

day, August 27. The general 

election will be held on Tues-

day, November 5, and the run-

off election will be held on 

Tuesday, November 26, 2019.
  

Qualifying period for county, statewide election offices, begins January 2
Mize Clear Creek was overflowing its banks on Friday morning due to the heavy downpour 
of rain the county received in such a short time on Thursday. 

JACKSON—Attorney Gener-

al Jim Hood announced that 

Mississippi will receive more 

than $2.5 million of a $575 
million multistate settlement 

reached with Wells Fargo to 
resolve claims that the bank 

violated state consumer pro-

tection laws by (1) opening 
millions of unauthorized ac-

counts and enrolling custom-

ers into online banking ser-

vices without their knowledge 

or consent, (2) improperly 
referring customers for en-

rollment in third-party renters 

and life insurance policies, (3) 
improperly charging auto loan 

customers for force-placed 

and unnecessary collateral 

protection insurance, (4) fail-
ing to ensure that customers 

received refunds of unearned 

premiums on certain optional 

auto finance products, and (5) 
incorrectly charging custom-

ers for mortgage rate lock ex-

tension fees.

 The total settlement 

amount for Mississippi is 

$2,538,491.41. Through this 
settlement with 50 states and 
the District of Columbia, 

Wells Fargo will also create a 
consumer redress review pro-

gram through which consum-

ers who have not been made 

whole through other restitu-

tion programs already in place 

can seek review of their inqui-

ry or complaint by a bank es-

calation team for possible re-

lief. More information on the 

program, including a website 

and contact information, will 

be available on or before Feb-

ruary 26, 2019, at which time 

General Hood will provide the 

public with that information.

 Wells Fargo has identi-
fied more than 3.5 million 
accounts where customer ac-

counts were opened, funds 

were transferred, credit card 

applications were filed, and 
debit cards were issued with-

out the customers’ knowledge 

or consent. The bank has also 

identified 528,000 online bill 
pay enrollments nationwide 

that may have resulted from 

improper sales practices at the 

bank. In addition, Wells Fargo 
improperly submitted more 

than 6,500 renters insurance 
and/or simplified term life in-

surance policy applications 

and payments from customer 

accounts without the custom-

ers’ knowledge or consent.

 The states alleged that 

Wells Fargo imposed aggres-

sive and unrealistic sales goals 

on bank employees and imple-

mented an incentive compen-

sation program where employ-

ees could qualify for credit 

by selling certain products to 

customers. The states further 

alleged that the bank’s sales 

goals and the incentive com-

pensation program created an 

impetus for employees to en-

gage in improper sales prac-

tices in order to satisfy such 

sales goals and earn financial 
rewards. Those sales goals 

became increasingly hard-

er to achieve over time, the 

states alleged, and employees 

who failed to meet them faced 

potential termination and ca-

reer-hindering criticism from 

their supervisors.

 The states also alleged 

that Wells Fargo improperly 
charged premiums, interest, 

and fees for force-placed col-

lateral protection insurance to 

more than two million auto 

financing customers, despite 
evidence that the customers’ 

regular auto insurance policy 

was in effect, and despite nu-

merous customer complaints 

about such unnecessary place-

ments. Wells Fargo has agreed 
to provide remediation of 

more than $385 million to ap-

proximately 850,000 auto fi-

nance customers. The remedi-

ation will include payments to 

over 51,000 customers whose 
cars were repossessed.

 Additionally, the states al-

leged that Wells Fargo failed 
to ensure that customers re-

ceived proper refunds of un-

earned portions of optional 

Guaranteed Asset/Auto Pro-

tection (GAP) products sold as 
part of motor vehicle financ-

ing agreements. As a result, 

the bank has agreed to provide 

refunds totaling more than $37 

million to certain auto finance 
customers.

 Finally, the states alleged 
that Wells Fargo improperly 
charged residential mortgage 

loan consumers for rate lock 

extension fees even when the 

delay was caused by Wells 

Fargo, a practice contrary to 
the bank’s policy.  Wells Fargo 
has identified and contacted 
affected consumers and has 

refunded or agreed to refund 

over $100 million of such fees.
 “Mississippians should not 

have to worry about whether 

their bank will take advantage 

of them when making big life 

purchases, such as buying a 

car or a home, or saving for 

retirement,” General Hood 

said. “We are glad Wells Far-
go is paying back what they 

knowingly and wrongly took 

from their customers, and this 

should be a warning to other 

big banks doing business in 

our state. We protect Missis-

sippians’ rights to financial 
well-being—not corporate in-

terests.”

 Wells Fargo has previous-

ly entered consent orders with 

federal authorities—including 

the Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency (OCC) and the 
Consumer Financial Protec-

tion Bureau (CFPB)—related 
to its alleged conduct. Wells 

Fargo has committed to or al-
ready provided restitution to 

consumers in excess of $600 

million through its agreements 

with the OCC and CFPB as 
well as through settlement of 

a related consumer class-ac-

tion lawsuit and will pay over 

$1 billion in civil penalties 
to the federal government. 

Additionally, under an order 

from the Federal Reserve, the 
bank is required to strength-

en its corporate governance 

and controls, and is currently 

restricted from exceeding its 

total asset size.

 As part of its settlement 

with the states, Wells Fargo 
has agreed to implement with-

in 60 days a program through 

which consumers who believe 

they were affected by the 

bank’s conduct, but fell out-

side the prior restitution pro-

grams, can contact Wells Far-
go to be reviewed for potential 

redress. Wells Fargo will cre-

ate and maintain a website for 

consumers to use to access the 

program and will provide peri-

odic reports to the states about 

ongoing restitution efforts.

 The settlement agreement 

can be found here. Consumers 

who have questions about the 

redress program are encour-

aged to contact either Wells 

Fargo directly or the Missis-

sippi Attorney General’s Con-

sumer Protection Division at 

1-800-281-4418 or 601-359-
4230.
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