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By Ron Manning

The Smith County School 

Board convened for their reg-

ular scheduled meeting on 

Monday, September 9, and 

conducted 20 minutes of open 

public business before going 

into a lengthy 80 minute closed 

executive session to discuss 

personnel. The MS Sunshine 

Laws allow government bod-

ies to go into closed executive 

sessions to discuss some limit-

ed specific subjects, including 
specific personnel issues.  The 
media and the public are not 

allowed in the closed execu-

tive sessions, and are therefore 

unable to report discussions 

in these meetings to the pub-

lic. Prior to the beginning of 

the closed executive session, 

the Reformer asked School 

Board President Rene Wait-

es if the school board could 

share any more information 

with the public on the resig-

nation of Mr. John Patrick, 

the previously appointed new 

school superintendent, and she 

answered, “no”. The Reformer 

also asked if the board could 

provide the media any addi-

tional public information on 

their search for a new super-

intendent, and she answered, 

“We are working on it”. All 

of the school board members 

were present at the meeting 

along with Superintendent 

Jimmy Dale Hancock, District 

Administrator Chuck Jones. 

District Administrative As-

sistant Nick Hillman, Board 

Attorney David Garner, Dis-

trict Food Service Supervisor 

Fleeta Blackwell, and Career 

Center Principal Hollis Black-

well. About 30 minutes into 

the closed executive session, 

School Board President Rene 

Waites came out of the board 

room and asked Administra-

tive Assistant Hillman to join 
them in the meeting. Follow-

ing the closed executive ses-

sion, the board adjourned their 
meeting without taking any 

open public actions on per-

sonnel, or providing the me-

dia any additional information 

to report to the public. The 

school board normally meets 

in the Career Center Board 

Room, but due to air condi-

tioner problems in that room, 

they moved their meeting to a 

classroom in the Career Cen-

ter. 

District 3 Board Member 

Jay Arrington was a little late 

arriving at the meeting due to 

car trouble. Prior to his arriv-

al, the board approved a list of 

16th Section Re-Appraisals, 

and upon his arrival, Mr. Ar-

rington stated he would like to 

go on record as being opposed 

to the 16th Section Farm Res-

idential Re-Appraisals portion 

of the list approved by the 

board prior to his arrival.  

District Administrator 

Chuck Jones provided the 

board members a MS School 

Boards Association (MSBA) 

2020 School Board Legis-

lative Survey. The survey is 

designed to help the MSBA 

direct their lobbying efforts 

during the 2020 Legislative 

Session. Mr. Jones explained 

to the board the MSBA did 

not want a survey from each 

one of them, but wanted one 

consensus survey from the 

board returned to the MSBA 

by October 18. The Reform-

er obtained a copy of the 24 

question survey. The board 

was asked to support, oppose, 

or provide a no opinion on the 

first 21 questions with the last 
3 questions requiring discus-

sion answers. Among some 

of the interesting questions 

on the survey were questions 

concerning allowing employ-

ees with proper training to 

carry guns on school campus-

es, legislation reducing the 

number of family members 

of the superintendent who can 

be recommended for employ-

ment, legislation increasing 

qualifications for individuals 
running for the local school 

boards, legislation restricting 

local control of school boards, 

legislation changing the pub-

lic education funding formula 

from average daily attendance 

to the total enrollment, legis-

lation providing income tax 

deductions for parents who 

home school or send their 

children to a private school, 

and legislation allowing pub-

lic funds to be diverted from 

public schools to nonpublic 

schools, home  schools, or vir-

tual schools. 

In the superintendent’s 

report, Superintendent Han-

cock reported they had a wa-

ter problem at RHS due to a 

county water problem with the 

system providing water to the 

school. Supt Hancock advised 

the board the district was pro-

viding the school bottled wa-

ter until the school water was 

deemed safe to drink, again. 

He also reported the RHS and 

MAC Softball Field Building 

Projects are scheduled to be 
advertised for bid on Septem-

ber 18 and 25. Additionally, he 

advised the board the district 

was gathering information for 

a report to the board on the 

RHS Football Field Renova-

tion Project. Additionally, Supt 

Hancock advised the board of 

a possible forthcoming teach-

er shortage problem in some 

specific secondary positions 
like chemistry, math, English, 

etc. He stated the district did 

not currently have a problem, 

but less college students are 

studying secondary education, 

and a problem could be forth-

coming in the future. 

The board approved Kay-

la Sanderford and Chelsea 

LeAnne McDaniel as substi-

tute teachers for the district, 

approved Carmen Crenshaw 

as an assistant teacher for the 

district, approved Nacole Ad-

cock as the color guard coor-

dinator for the MAC Band, 

and approved Cody Crenshaw 

as an employee of the district 

maintenance department. In 

other business, the board ap-

proved 14 school bus turn-a-

rounds, approved a Raleigh 

Jr. High Beta Club trip to the 

State Beta Convention in Bi-

loxi in March, and approved 

a cancellation hearing for the 

next school board meeting for 

three 16th Section delinquent 

leases. Immediately following 

the board’s closed executive 

session, they adjourned their 
meeting. 

The next Smith Coun-

ty School Board Meeting is 

scheduled for Monday, Sep-

tember 30, at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Smith County Career Center 

in Raleigh.

School board holds 20 minute public meeting and 80 minute closed executive session on personnel

By Ron Manning

The Raleigh Board of Al-

dermen had a public prelimi-

nary budget hearing on Tues-

day, September 3, and Mayor 

Bobby Ray Boykin and all of 

the aldermen were present for 

the hearing except Alderman 

Otis Seaberry who was absent. 

Although no citizens attended 

the public preliminary bud-

get hearing, the board opened 

and closed the hearing to meet 

their legal responsibility. In 

their preliminary budget, the 

town is planning on revenues 

and expenditures totaling 

$1,435,256. Although they 

provided a detailed break-

down on the projected reve-

nues and expenditures, Mayor 

Boykin stated the preliminary 

budget was subject to change 
before the final approval of 
their budget.

While in session, the mayor 

and the board discussed sev-

eral projects. The mayor ad-

vised the board the town was 

receiving a 120K grant for 

the walking trail at the most-

ly privately financed Pauline 
Bishop Garner Memorial Park 

currently being planned across 

the highway from the ball park 

parking lot on town property. 

Mayor Boykin advised the 

board the grant would not 

require any matching funds 

from the town, and the board 

approved the grant. The board 

also approved adding meter 

reading responsibility to their 

water and sewer operator Rob-

ert Dale Stringer’s responsibil-

ities. The mayor also updated 

the board on the town’s dis-

cussion with Atmos Gas about 

taking over the town’s gas sys-

tem and paying the town a fee 

on it. Following these actions 

and discussions, the board 

adjourned their meeting until 
their regular scheduled meet-

ing on Tuesday, July 10, after 

the Reformer’s deadline for 

the September 11 edition of 

the Reformer.

By Ron Manning

The Mize Board of Alder-

men approved the purchase 

of two 2016 Ford Explorers 

for the police department at 

their meeting on Thursday, 

September 5. Mayor Larry 

Joe Hancock and all of the 

aldermen except Eddie Ray 

Runnels were present at the 

meeting along with several 

staff members. Mayor Han-

cock and Mize Police Chief 

Dewayne Hawkins have been 

researching used vehicles for 

the police department and 

found 2 nice vehicles for sale 

by the Missouri State High-

way Department Patrol Fleet 

Sales at $18,950 each. Mayor 

Hancock learned Mendenhall 

had purchased vehicles from 

this source, visited Menden-

hall to look at their vehicle, 

and learned Mendenhall was 

very pleased with their pur-

chase, and planned to pur-

chase more of the vehicles. 

He also learned the vehicles 

were being sold with only 

about 55K to 65K miles on 

them and were upgraded to 

like new condition. The may-

or advised the board he had 

obtained 2 quotes from banks 

for financing, and the board 
approved the purchases with 

financing from Trustmark 
with the lowest quote. Chief 

Hawkins estimated it would 

cost less than 4K to equip the 

vehicles. The vehicles should 

be in service in Mize in the 

next few months. Mayor 

Hancock and the board ex-

pressed high praise for the 

job the police department is 
doing in Mize. 

The board had a pre-bud-

get hearing with their CPA 

Brett Duncan, and Mr. Dun-

can reported Mize was in 

good financial shape. The 
town budget for the fiscal 
year beginning October 1, 

2019 reported a beginning 

cash amount of about 245K, 

expected revenues totaling 

about 377K, total expendi-

tures of about 371K with an 

expected ending cash balance 

of about 251 K. He also ex-

pressed high praise for Mize 

Town Clerk Kayti Windham 

and Deputy Clerk Ethel Aus-

tin who were rewarded with 

raises in the new town bud-

get for their excellent work 

for the town. The new budget 

also included payments for 

the new police vehicles, and 

new Christmas decorations. 

Per the CPA’s suggestions, 

the board adopted the bud-

get, set the tax levy to remain 

the same as last year, and ap-

proved posting the budget in 

3 public locations for public 

review. The budget will be 

posted at the public library, 

the community center, and at 

the Mize Town Hall. 

Mayor Hancock reported 

the town is still negotiating 

with Trustmark on donating 

their old building to Mize for 

Mize’s Public Library, and 

he said Trustmark’s stated 

intention was to donate the 

building to Mize. Mize Pub-

lic Librarian Francis Mead-

ows advised the board that 

September is “Library card 

sign-up month”, and Mayor 

Hancock signed a proclama-

tion declaring it in Mize. 

In other business, Kent 

Alexander with AFLAC In-

surance made a presentation 

to the board on the policies 

they would like to offer to the 

town employees, Mize Beau-

tification Chair June Lack 
expressed appreciation to 

the board for including new 

Christmas decorations in the 

new budget, .

Mayor Hancock reported 

work was beginning on the 

new water lines for the town. 

Mayor Pro Tem Reggie Ken-

nedy reminded everyone he 

needed citizens of Mize and 

the surrounding area to fill 
out surveys available at the 

town hall to help the town 

obtain a grant for recreation-

al improvements, and he an-

nounced Harmony Baptist 

Church will be sponsoring 

another movie in the park 

event on Saturday, Septem-

ber 28. Admission will be 

donations of school supplies, 

and they will be selling ham-

burgers, popcorn, etc. at the 

event. 

Following these actions 

and discussions, the board 

adjourned their meeting. The 
next Mize Board of Alder-

men Meeting is scheduled 

for Tuesday, October 1, at 

7:00 p.m.

Mize Board approves purchase of two police vehicles and new budget

Mayor Hancock along with board signs proclamation for Library card sign-up month

Sylvarena Baptist Church 

will be presenting a live 

performance on Saturday, 

October 5 from 2-10 and on 

Sunday, Ocotber 6 from 2-9.      

Reservations can be made 

by calling Regina Dollar, 

Smith Copunty Baptist As-

sociation at 601-782-9263. 

This program is not for chil-

dren under 10.

Judgement House is a 

walk-through drama that 

presents the truth of peo-

ple’s choices versus the con-

sequences of those decisions 

both in this life and the next. 

It’s an effective tool to 

present the gospel and give 

individuals the opportuni-

ty to choose a personal and 

saving relationship with Je-

sus Christ.   

In addition, Judgement 

House continues to have 

an amazing impact on the 

church body or ministry that 

holds a presentation of their 

own.

Churches used to have 

revivals for two purposes: 

Seeing people come to faith 

in Christ; see the lost get 

saved.Seeing God’s people 

revitalized in their spiritual 

walk.Judgement House ful-

fills these two purposes by 
giving its participants an op-

portunity to experience mis-

sion work first hand by:
Demonstrating the gospel 

by participating in the dra-

mas.

  Encouraging others in 

authentic faith. Engaging in 

the Word.

 Praying for all those in-

volved and those who go 

through Judgement House.

Area churches who are 

participating in this program 

are urged to attend practice. 

Sylvarena Baptist Church presents “Collision” during 

a live performance of Judgement House, October 5-6

Town of Raleigh holds Budget Hearing


