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Due to rain last week  

the Raleigh Christ-

mas Parade, There’s 

No Place Like Home, 

has been rescheduled 

for Thursday evening, 

December 6, at 6:00.  

Raleigh Christmas Parade 

rescheduled for Thursday

Brandon Stringer was named the 2018 Firefighter of the Year for Taylorsville Volunteer Fire 
Department at the firefighter’s annual Christmas banquet last week. He has been on the de-

partment for two years. Stringer is a dedicated fireman and takes his training and personal 
conditioning very seriously. He has completed the skills training and written test portion of 
the Certified Volunteer Firefighter Level 1 training this year. He is planning to take the final 
skills test at the Mississippi State Fire Academy early next year.  “Out of all the fire calls for 
2018, Brandon has responded to a very high percentage of them.” Chief Matt Heisey said at 
the banquet. “He has really shown his dedication to the fire service this year.” Chief Heisey 
commended Stringer for his commitment and presented him with a Firefighter’s Bible on 
behalf of the department.

2018 Firefighter of the Year
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District Attorney Matt Sul-

livan announces the following 

defendants were recently ad-

judicated guilty and sentenced 

to significant punishments for 
the felony crimes they com-

mitted.  Smith County: Antho-

ny Johnson received a total of 

15 years for Touching a Child 

for Lustful Purposes, and he 
shall be a registered sex of-

fender for the remainder of his 

natural life.  Billy Black re-

ceived 15 years for house bur-

glary.  Jasper County: Bilbo 
Ulmer received 16 years for 

Possession of Methamphet-
amine, and he was sentenced 

as a habitual offender.  Each of 

these defendants shall be un-

der the control of the Missis-

sippi Department of Correc-

tions for the entirety of their 

sentence.  All the Defendants’ 

sentences are conditioned on 

the specific terms of their final 
judgements, including number 

of years to serve incarcerated 

and/or other supervision and 
all fines and fees assessed.  
District Attorney Matt Sulli-

van acknowledges the courage 

of victims and witnesses, and 

also the diligent work of law 

enforcement in their pursuit of 
justice.  

District Attorney Matt Sullivan 
announces criminal convictions

Bilbo UlmerAnthony JohnsonBilly Black, Jr.

By Ron Manning
By order of the Smith 

County Board of Supervi-
sors, the Smith County Emer-

gency Management Agency 

bills trucking companies for 
the cost of clean-up, and fire 
department and law enforce-

ment services on truck spills in 
Smith County, and EMA Di-

rector Heather Easterling ad-

vised the board of a collection 

problem on three spills from 
an out-of-county company at 
their board meeting on Mon-

day, December 3. All of the 

supervisors were present for 
the meeting along with sever-

al staff members and county 

officials. Director Easterling 
advised the board the com-

pany has been billed for fees 
totaling $3,296.10 for spills 
on September 5, October 1, 
and November 29, and has not 

paid any of the bills. On a mo-

tion by District 2 Supervisor 
Dwight Norris and a 2nd by 

District 1 Supervisor Kenny 
Cain, the board directed Board 

Attorney Wendell James to 

send the company a certified 
letter demanding payment for 
the county’s services. Per the 

request of EMA Director East-

erling, the board also approved 
the reappointment of Keith 
Stringer as the Smith County 

Fire Investigator.  

Smith County Chancery 

Clerk Cindy Austin updated 
the board on the status of their 

grants from the state for infra-

structure. The process includ-

ed a resolution by the county 

through the county engineer 

identifying three priorities 

which included bridge repairs 
on SCR 19, SCR 539, and 

SCR 33 as grant projects. Dis-

trict 1 Supervisor Kenny Cain 
requested the county add box 

culverts on SCR 72 as a fourth 

priority.  Board Attorney 
James advised the board they 

would need to set up a separate 
account to monitor the work 

with the state grant money to 

document all the work to the 

state. Chancery Clerk Austin 

stated they would need proof 
of bid advertisements, work-

sheets, and receipts for the 
grant work, and she was hope-

ful they would be receiving 

the grant funds in February or 

March. Per a document from 

the MS Department of Rev-

enue presented to the board 
by Chancery Clerk Austin, 

the board approved the Smith 
County Real and Personal As-

sessment Rolls. 

As they close out the year, 

the board will be receiving 

several bids in December in-

cluding a bid on Tuesday, De-

cember 11, for renovation of 

the old county jail into county 

offices and county storage. Per 
Chancery Clerk Austin, the jail 

renovation will be paid for by 
a state grant that requires no 

matching funds by the county. 

The board will also be receiv-

ing bids for a box culvert for 

Beat 5 on December 11. Ad-

ditionally, the board will be 

receiving bids for the prepa-

ration and delivery of meals 

to the Smith County Jail on 

Thursday, December 13, and 

bids for county janitorial ser-

vices and supplies on Monday, 

December 17. 

In other business, the board 

declared several pieces of 
equipment in beats 4 and 5 as 
surplus equipment with plans 
to advertise for bids on the 

equipment on the county bul-
letin board, approved hiring 
Johnny “Dewayne” Prince as 

a Solid Waste Truck Driver, 

approved a payment to Gulf 
Guaranty Employee Benefits 
in the amount of $90.29 out of 

Corrections, and approved a 
letter to the Pat Harrison Wa-

terway District requesting ap-

proval of an invoice from the 
Pickering Firm. Additionally, 

the board approved a Surren-

der Tag Report from Smith 
County Tax Collector/Asses-

sor Becky Martin. A surrender 

tag report is a report on tags 
surrendered back to the county 

due to a citizen trading in their 

tag on a sold vehicle for credit 

on a tag for a newly purchased 
vehicle, or a tag surrendered 

when a citizen relocates to an-

other county and purchases a 
tag in that location.  The board 

also announced the designa-

tion of Christmas Holidays as 

December 24 and 25, and New 
Year’s Holidays as Decem-

ber 31, and January 1, by MS 

Governor Phil Bryant. Fol-
lowing these discussions and 

actions, the board adjourned 

their meeting. The next Smith 

County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting is scheduled for Tues-

day, December 11, at 10:00 

a.m. to receive bids for the ren-

ovation of the old jail building 

and a box culvert for Beat 5. 

Supervisors address problem with truck 
spill clean-up fees, demands payment

The Smith County Board of Supervisors study reports at their meeting on Monday, Decem-

ber 3.


