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COMICS

DEAR ABBY

Baby-daddy’s new girlfriend 
takes on a motherly role

Previous Cryptoquote: THE MOST IMPORTANT LESSON 
IN THE WRITING TRADE IS THAT ANY MANUSCRIPT IS 
IMPROVED IF YOU CUT AWAY THE FAT.  – Robert Heinlein 

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no 

math involved. The grid has numbers, 
but nothing has to add up to anything 
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging. 
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 
30 minutes, depending on your skill 
a nd ex perience. 
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will 
be published i n 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com 
to find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
You are in a position of 

power this week, Aries. 
But this doesn’t mean you 
can impose your will onto 
someone else. Don’t try to 
take over any situation.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, someone might 

dredge up uncomfortable 
feelings, but you need to 
muddle through with a smile 
on your face. This is the case 
at home and at work.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, separate your 

personal and professional 
lives, particulary with re-
gard to potentially conten-
tious issues. You may want 
to keep mum for a while.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, make your feel-

ings known when some-
thing upsets you this week. 
Sharing these feelings will 
benefit you and your friends 
and colleagues now and in 
the future.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, your feelings of rest-

lessness this week can ben-
efit from a creative outlet. 
Engage in an activity that 
keeps your hands and your 
mind busy, such as a craft or 
a home project.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, minimize any 

negative energy this week. 
Strive to be a source of 
optimism when others are 
looking at the glass as half 
empty. It can work wonders.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, after several days 

of working entirely off of 
adrenaline, you finally have 
some time to kick back and 
relax. This will help you re-
charge your internal battery. 

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
Your motivation is very 

strong this week, Scorpio. 
You can accomplish much 
more than you ever expect-
ed in a short period of time. 
Pick your projects wisely.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you are un-

able to convey some feelings 
to others, but your body lan-
guage will go a long way to-
ward getting your message 
across. Remain conscious of 
your actions.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
One of your goals this 

week is to propel yourself 
further without pushing 
others too hard, Capricorn. 
You want to be successful 
but not at the expense of 
others.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, focus on prac-

tical matters, such as your 
career goals, for the time 
being. Crucial decisions 
must be made and new rela-
tionships must be fostered.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, trust your gut 

instincts on an issue that 
has been puzzling you this 
week. Your intuition might 
be your best asset.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
MAY 4
Will Arnett, Actor (44)

MAY 5
Henry Cavill, Actor (31)

MAY 6
Jason Witten, Athlete (32)

MAY 7
Breckin Meyer, Actor (40)

MAY 8
Enrique Iglesias, Singer (39)

MAY 9
Billy Joel, Singer (65)

MAY 10
Paige O’Hara, Actress (58)

DEAR ABBY: I’m a sin-
gle mother of a 1-year-old 
boy, Zack. His father, my 
ex, has shared custody, 
but we don’t have a very 
good co-parenting relation-
ship. Shortly after I gave 
birth, he left me to be with 
a woman he had met while I 
was pregnant, and they are 
still in a relationship. 

She thinks it’s OK to post 
pictures of Zack on her 
social media sites. I have 
a problem with this, not 
least of all that it is incred-
ibly hurtful to see another 
woman pretend she is in a 
“mother” role with my son. 

I have confronted my ex 
about this and although he 
told me he would talk to her 
about it, he also told me it is 
none of my business what 
happens while Zack is in 
his care. 

Am I right to make this 
an issue, or do I need to 
move on and accept that 
this woman is in my son’s 
life? — OFFENDED IN 

SAN JOSE

 

DEAR OFFENDED: I 
sympathize with your feel-
ings, but your ex is right. Un-
less something is happening 
that’s dangerous to Zack’s 
welfare, you can’t control 
what happens when he’s with 
his father. 

I don’t know how serious 
this new relationship is, but 
it appears to be a long-lasting 
one -- and whether you ap-
prove or not, this woman is 
in your son’s life in the role 
of part-time mother. For your 
sake, you need to accept it 
because the alternative is to 
make yourself sick over it. 

And because it’s hurtful, stop 
reading her posts.

DEAR ABBY: I married 
the love of my life eight years 
ago. He’s a wonderful hus-
band, father and provider. 
He has just one flaw – his 
hygiene. 

He works long hours and 
is usually exhausted when 
he gets home. He showers 
maybe once a week, and 
brushes his teeth less often. 
Sometimes he makes sexual 
advances, but I’m so turned 
off by his smell that I just 
can’t do it.

I have tried asking him to 
be cleaner. I have even been 
upfront about what other 
people have said about his 
lack of cleanliness. I even 
tried making shower time 
“fun,” but a girl can’t do that 
every night! 

I’m becoming so frus-
trated. I’m a clean person, 
and I keep hoping one day 
he’ll adopt my habits, but 
it doesn’t look like it’s hap-
pening soon. Any advice? 
— HOLDING MY NOSE IN 

IDAHO

 

DEAR HOLDING YOUR 

NOSE: It appears this won-

derful husband, father and 
provider has the personal 
habits of a goat. If he has 
enough energy to make ad-
vances at the end of a long 
workday, then he should 
have enough to take a show-
er and brush his teeth. 
Unless you plan to wear 
a clothespin on your nose 
during marital relations, 
you should insist upon it.

DEAR ABBY:  I have 
been invited to a high 
school graduation for twin 
girls. One of them has been 
our baby sitter for almost 
three years, and we have 
formed a close relationship 
with her. We know her sis-
ter, but do not have the same 
relationship with her. 

We would like to give our 
baby sitter more money for 
graduation, but do not want 
to offend her sister. What 
should we do? — CAN’T 

DECIDE IN OHIO

 

DEAR CAN’T DECIDE: 
When you give the girls 
their graduation cards, en-
close a check in each for the 
same amount of money. Lat-
er, privately, you can give 
your baby sitter something 
extra as a token of your ap-
preciation. That way, it will 
be less obvious and may 
avoid hurt feelings.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 

http://ifallsjournal.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B9&uuid=ffb61ae7-d770-5650-8e8b-610083f90064

