B2 | June 4,2014

www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

Saunders expects Love
in Minnesota next season

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
During a weekend trip to
Boston, All-Star forward
Kevin Love took pictures
with fans while seeing the
sights, leading Celtics fans
to speculate that he’s going
to follow in the footsteps of
Kevin Garnett as the next
Minnesota star to come to
town and turn around a
struggling franchise.

Not sofast, Timberwolves
president of basketball op-
erations Flip Saunders said.

“The last I knew Kevin
was under contract with
us, and I expect him to be
playing for us next year,”
Saunders said Sunday after
aworkout of draft prospects.
“Idon’t really dictate where
guys go on vacation or what
they do. They can go wher-
ever they want to go.”

Love can opt out of his
contract after next season,
and the three-time All-Star
has yet to make the playoffs
in six years with the Tim-
berwolves. He was also an-
gered when former executive
David Kahn refused to give
him a full, five-year exten-
sion and instead gave him a
four-year deal with a player
option after three. That’s led
many to believe that he will
leave next summer to play
for a contender in a bigger
market.

“Yo (at)kevinlove if you
need advice on moving from
Minnesota to Boston just
let me know (hash)CityOf-
Champs,” tweeted Red Sox
slugger David Ortiz, who
spent six years with the Min-
nesota Twins before signing
with the Red Sox as a free
agent and winning three
World Series titles.

The situation has prompt-
ed the Timberwolves to con-
sider a trade to avoid losing

Love with-
out compen-
sation. But
Saunders
has made it
clear that he
doesn’t feel
asthoughhe
has to make
a move this
summer.
He views
Love as one of the top offen-
sive players in the league,
a 25-year-old who has im-
proved his game every off-
season.

So if other teams do want
to get their hands on one
of the NBA’s top power for-
wards, it won’t be easy.

“I know there’s a feeding
frenzy out there from a lot
of teams,” Saunders said.
“Unfortunately, they have
no say. I plan on Kevin be-
ing here.”

If Saunders was postur-
ing, he has good reason. The
draft isn’t until June 26, and
the best offers from teams
desperate toland Love don’t
figure to start rolling in
until the week of the draft,
or perhaps not even until
draft night, and Saunders
has plenty of options.

He could move him right
around draft time for what
is expected to be a package
that includes high picks and
a veteran player or two. He
could wait for July 1 and look
to build a package around
more established, veteran
talent.

Or he could hold on to
Love, try to add a few pieces
to a team that finished 10th
in the West, and hire the
right coach to replace the
retired Rick Adelman and
show Love that the team
is headed in the right di-
rection. It worked for the

Kevin
Love

Portland Trail Blazers with
LaMarcus Aldridge, and it
worked years ago for the Los
Angeles Lakers and Kobe
Bryant. The Wolves can also
pay Love about $26.5 million
more than any other team.

And if Love still does de-
part after next summer, the
Wolves won'’t be left empty-
handed. They’ll have about
$17 million in extra salary
cap room to attack the free
agent market, though luring
stars to a wintry climate to
play for a team that hasn’t
made the playoffs since 2004
has always proved to be a
challenge.

The next big step will be
hiring a coach.

The Wolves had discus-
sions with Memphis’ Dave
Joerger over Memorial Day
weekend, but Joerger stayed
with the Grizzlies, who
sweetened his contract to
remain with the 50-win team.

Saunders said he will
meet with Wolves owner
Glen Taylor this week to
evaluate the search, which
has been influenced some by
the uncertainty surround-
ing Love.

When asked if he would
have a coach in place by the
June 26 draft, Saunders said
“there’s probably a better
chance that we would than
we wouldn’t. We'renot going
to put a time frame on it.”

As for those excited Celt-
ics fans, Saunders said they
should calm down. But he
knows they won't.

“They’re the same fans
who thought they had Tim
Duncan,” he joked. “They
still think they got Tim
Duncan in the draft. I'm
not really sure, but the last
I looked he was playing for
San Antonio, Old Man Riv-
erwalk.”

2015 BRONCO TRACK AND FIELD CAPTAINS
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From left, the Bronco girls track and field captains named for 2015 include
Savanah Olson and Tayler Hebner. Both will be seniors next year.

The Bronco girls track and field team state qualifiers who will be
competing this weekend in the State Class A Meet at Hamline University
include, from left, front row, Amy Auran, Breanna Shofner, Hailey
Fentem, Lexi Owen. Back row, Emma Gilbert, Claire Herzig, Lexi
Erickson, Valandre Butler, Savanah Olson.
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won the section meet in a
51.59, the 12th-fastest seed
time out of 16 teams in two
heats at state. The Broncos,
who qualified for state in
that event for the third year
in a row, had been out of
the section’s top two before
Shofner received the baton
from Butler and surged in
front at the finish.

“I'think Ineed to work on
my starting, just sol can get
faster times, so I don’t slow
us down,” Owen said. “But
other than that, I think
we’ll do fine.”

Minneapolis Edison
comes in as the top seed at
49.75, the only team with
a seed time of under 50
seconds. Last year’s state
champion, Pequot Lakes,
which won the event in
49.54, returns with the
second-fastest seed time
of 50.39.

To qualify for Saturday’s
finals, which the Falls
wasn’t able to do the past
two years, the Broncos
would have to either finish
in the top two in their heat
Friday or have one of the
next five-best times among
those teams not in the top
two in both heats.

The Broncos also have
another individual qualifi-
er back at state for the third
year in the same event.
Falls senior Hailey Fen-
tem, who placed seventh
last year in the 100 hurdles
(16.1), enters this year’s
state meet with sixth-fast-
est seed time of 15.46 among
22 qualifiers in three heats.

Fentem’s seed time,
which also set a new Falls
High School record, is
32-hundredths of a second
behind the top seed, Fair-
mont junior Sierra Schultz,
who will be in the same
heat as Fentem.

“It’s definitely going to
be fun (competing again at
state),” Fentem said. “I'm
definitely going to try to
make it into finals there.”

The top two in each heat
of the 100 hurdles, plus the
next three-best times, ad-
vance to Saturday’s finals.

For the first time since
2001, the Broncos are send-
ing a girls distance runner
to state in track and field.
Freshman Lexi Erickson,
who has been part of the
Falls’ girls cross country
teams that have qualified
for state the past three sea-
sons, will be competing in
Friday’s 3200 run finals
after having the section’s
runner-up time of 12:17.17.

“It’s a little different
(competing at state in
track), because we have
the team in cross country,”
Erickson said. “We have a
lot of girls going (to state in
track and field), so it’s kind
of like our mini-team, but
it’s nice to have someone
with you.”

Cannon Falls senior Emi
Trost, which won last No-
vember’s individual state
cross country champion-
ship in Class A, is the top
seed in the 3200 run at
11:02.78.

The Bronco girls have
two state qualifiers in both
the shot put and pole vault,
which will both be taking
place Saturday afternoon.

Falls junior Savanah Ol-
son, the Section 7A runner-
up in the shot put, is back
at state for the fourth year
in a row, three of which
she qualified in that event.
Olson, who placed eighth
at state last year with a
throw of 36-6.5, has a seed
mark this year of 38-10 — 2
inches behind Gilbert, the
section champion — that is
the fourth-longest out of 16
qualifiers.

“I’m really excited to
compete with Emma and
hopefully place and get a
medal,” Olson said. “It’s
super exciting competing
with a team member.”

This weekend will mark
the first year competing
at state in the shot put for
Gilbert, who also is back
at Hamline University for
the second year in arow as

arelay runner.

“I watched a little bit of
(the shot put at state) last
year, and I thought it was
really cool how they did
things, so I think being
able to compete would be
pretty good,” said Gilbert,
who also noted her goal is
to win a medal, possibly in
the top three.

Last year’s Class A state
champion in the girls shot
put, St. Clair senior Katelyn
Weber, has the top seed
mark this year at 45-0, the
only qualifier with a throw
longer than 40 feet.

Broncos senior Amy Au-
ran and freshman Claire
Herzig both qualified for
state in the pole vault after
they each cleared 8-6, with
Auran being the section
champion based on fewer
misses.

“Being the fact that this
is the first time that we've
ever had two girls go down
(to state in the pole vault) in
one year, I'm really, really
excited about that,” said
Broncos assistant coach
Dan Zika, who coaches the
pole vaulters.

Herzig, who was a relay
team alternate at state last
year, and Auran, who quali-
fied for state in cross coun-
try the past four seasons,
made the state track and
field meet individually for
the first time this year.

“(Finishing third at last
year’s section meet) moti-
vated me to do better, just
knowing that I was one
place away (from qualify-
ing for state) last year, I re-
ally wanted to go this year,”
said Auran, who hasbeena
section qualifier in the pole
vault since 2009.

“I'mhoping to get at least
9feetand a(personal record
at state),” Herzig said.

Auran and Herzig both
have a personal-best height
of 8-6 in the pole vault.

Four of the top-seeded
pole vaulters at state have
seed marks above 10 feet
with the top seed being
BOLD/BLH junior Josie
Liljaat 11-1.
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Starts Saturday, June 7
Continues through Saturday, October 4
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Karaoke with Larry Str}l.lger Backus/AB Wednesdays Breakfast, Lunch &
i) FREl—lElnek 7b & 3 St. Parking Lot 4%%,3_32 ps.m. Dinner daily
UKenox :
J RAIN OR SHINE | 600 o.m. - Noon FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Daily Specials e

Mon. Taco Bar & Margarita’s

Tues. Late Night Happy Hour ";
Wed. Buckets of Beer & Free Pool
Thurs. Throw Back Beers ¢ Fri. Meat Raffle @ 6:30 pm

RENT OUR BANQUET ROOM FOR A GREAT RATE!
BINGO
Every Tuesday at 7 pm
Now Play Electronic Pull tabs & Bingo!

Reg.gamessstill available

Mon. 6:30 pm - Whist « Wed. 6:30 pm - Gin s s,
Sat. 2:00 pm - Cribbage =@
Play Pull Tabs » VFW 2948 Gambling Lic. #A-00071

DINNER FEATURE

Roquefort Steak

12 oz. New York Strip with grilled
onions and melted blue cheese.
Choice of potato and salad.

2 Vendors ~ Crafters ~ Artisans

= Are invited to participate
s | COMMUNITY MARKET NOW ACCEPTS

SNAP Cards, Debit/Credit Cards,
Market Bucks, Senior Select and
Fruit Bucks

/
e

WEEKLY & SEASON RATES
Call Backus Community Center
for information

218-285-7225
Ki

10 miles east of Int'l Falls on Hwy. 11

218-286-3151
Dine Daily ~ 7 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

www.thunderbirdrainylake.com
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