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Almost Lindy’s
3003 Co Rd. 20, Int’l Falls, MN

www.almostlindys.com
286-3364

Dr. Benjamin
Stone Optometrist
340 3rd Street., Int’l Falls, MN

283-4788

Boise Paper
International Falls

Border State Bank
1414 Highway 71, Int’l Falls

283-5556

Borderland Jewelry
324 Third Street, Int’l Falls
283-4701/285-9556

Bremer Bank,
National Association

345 4th Ave., Int’l Falls
283-9411

City Drug
Downtown, Int’l Falls

283-3061

Farmers Insurance Group Carol
Schumacher

211 3rd St., Int’l Falls
283-3814

Fletcher Heating
and Air-HVAC
4110 Hwy. 11, Int’l Falls

283-2892

Good Samaritan Society
Care Center, Home Care

& River’s Edge Villa -
International Falls

1402 Hwy. 71, Int’l Falls
283-8313

The Jug
Highway 53 & 11th St., Int’l Falls

283-2883

The Int’l Falls Journal
1602 Hwy 71
285-7411

K&K Meyers Inc. dba &
Meyers Glass
1201 3rd St., Int’l Falls

283-8446

Northern Lumber Yard Inc.
Highway 53 & 7th St., Int’l Falls

283-2595

The Outdoorsman
Headquarters

Highway 53 & 11th St., Int’l Falls
283-9337

Rainy Lake Houseboats
2031 Town Rd. 488, Int’l Falls

286-5391

Rainy Lake Medical Center
1400 Hwy 71, Int’l Falls, MN

283.4481

Service Master
Int’l Falls, MN
283.4775

Shannon’s Plumbing &
Heating

1919 Main Ave., Int’l Falls
283-9372

Shorewood Dental
Thomas Herzig, DDS

1570 Hwy. 71, Int’l Falls
285-7078

The Sports Shop
Main Street District, Int’l Falls

283-6121

State Farm Insurance –
Charles Casanova

420 3rd St., Int’l Falls
283-2545

Streiff’s Floral & Gifts
200 4th Ave., Int’l Falls

283-4095

SuperOne
Hwy. 71, Int’l Falls

283-8440

TruStar Federal
Credit Union
601 4th St., Int’l Falls

283-2000

UnitedHealth Group
International Falls

285-7550

Voyageur
Charter Coach

County Road 97, Ericsburg
377-4343

Waschke Family
GM Center

2300 Hwy 53. Int’l Falls, MN
www.waschkegm.com

283-3471

Wells Fargo Bank
419-421 3rd St., Int’l Falls

283-9871

Wenberg Transfer
Hwy. 53, Int’l Falls

283-8011

Wherley Motors
309 5th St., Int’l Falls

283-8486

CONGRATULATION BRONCO TRACK AND FIELD ATHLETES!
Good Luck at State True Team at Stillwater, MN • Saturday, May 17th

Front row left to right: Savanah Olson, Lexi Owen, Breanna Shofner, Amy Auran, Hailey Fentem, Tayler Hebner
Middle row: Faith Black, Lexi Edwards, Lexi Erickson, Abby Kostiuk, Emily Saari, Madeline Dahle, Claire Herzig, Grace Gilbert

Back row: Jena Sullivan, Anna Earley, Valandre Butler, Emma Gilbert, Carolann Stone, Connie Bragg

These community minded businesses wish you all success at your event! Go Broncos!

City Drug
Bridal Registry

283-3061

www.citydrugstore.com

314 3rd. St.

M-Sat 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Free gift wrapping & a large selection of cards.

Shannon Belding & Philip Armstrong

May 24, 2014

Catherine Hebig & Joel Pawelk

June 14, 2014

Rachel Tveit & Andrew Mannausau

June 14, 2014

Amanda Kennedy & William BJ Lahmayer

June 14, 2014

Lucy Nevanen & Ladd Corrin

June 21, 2014

Stephanie Norton & Austin Lockhart

July 19, 2014

Sarah Anderson & Sethen Ettestad

August 16, 2014

Jenny Olsen & AJ Tucker

August 30, 2014

Jamie Pearson & Bruce Conat

August 30, 2014

Kristen Lund & Steffan Tveit

September 13, 2014

Melissa Fisher & Nick Hagen

September 27, 2014

MESOTHELIOMA

LUNG CANCER

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with
Mesothelioma, Lung Cancer or any other asbestos related
disease contact us for a confidential review of your rights.
There are strict time limits in which to bring these claims.
Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP has been representing Minnesota
asbestos victims for over 20 years. We are one of only two
Minnesota law firms that regularly litigate asbestos cases.

Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP Law Office

345 6th Avenue

Int’l Falls, MN 56649

(218) 283-4494

1-866-283-4494 Toll Free

business
9 TO 5
The Journal welcomes ideas for stories about people in our community 
who are starting a business or changing an old one.  

Call the Journal at 285-7411

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

With a short 2014 session 
of the Minnesota Legisla-
ture nearing a close, a Min-
nesota Chamber of Com-
merce official presented 
community members with 
a summary of how the leg-
islative actions will affect 
businesses.

Jennifer Byers, vice 
president of local cham-
ber relations for the state 
chamber, spoke at a lun-
cheon Monday about the 
priorities the state cham-
ber had for the 2014 leg-
islative session, and how 
new laws will affect the 
business community.

One of the main goals 
the state chamber had for 
the 2014 legislative session 
was repealing the three 
business-to-business taxes 
enacted in 2013, a goal it 
accomplished, Byers said. 
The taxes were on labor 
service charges for repair 
and maintenance of busi-
ness equipment, purchases 
of telecommunications 
equipment by telecommu-
nications providers, and 
storage and warehousing 
services of business re-
lated goods.

The priorities the cham-
ber sets for legislative ses-
sions come from talking 
with people and learn-
ing what their needs are, 
Byers said. She urged citi-

zens to have a conversation 
with their legislators when 
they have issues they’re 
passionate about, as they 
listen when people reach 
out to them.

“For the most part, if a 
legislator receives five or 
six calls, that’s a big deal, 
because people don’t do it,” 
Byers said.

Repealing the B2B taxes 
is an example of concerned 
citizens staying on an issue 
and influencing a change, 
Byers said.

“I think it’s a good ex-
ample of, maybe we can fix 
some of these things next 
time around,” Byers said.

Byers also addressed 
the issue of Minnesota 
recently raising its mini-
mum wage to $ 9.50 per 
hour, which she said is 
one of the highest in the 
United States. The state 
chamber supported rais-
ing the minimum wage to 
conform with the federal 
standard of $7.25 per hour, 
she said, however, this 
much higher rate wil l 
create problems for small 
employers.

“It’s a difficult issue, 
particularly for companies 
in the retail and hospital-
ity industry,” Byers said.

The increased minimum 
wage can also create a 
ripple effect on employers 
paying their employees 
more than the minimum 
wage, Byers said. A cham-

ber member in the manu-
facturing industry told 
Byers while his employees 
make much higher than 
mimimum wage, she said, 
they saw the increase in 
mimimum wage and have 
been asking for pay in-
creases themselves.

Byers said the mimi-
mum wage issue can be 
boiled down to a difference 
in opinion of what the 
mimimum wage actually 
is. While the chamber sees 
it as a wage for youth to 
come into the job market 
and learn skills, she said, 
some policymakers view 
it as a livable wage that 
should be able to support 
a family.

“It’s a real change in 
how people believe citizens 
should live,” Byers said.

One of the state cham-
ber’s goals is to get people 
more engaged in govern-
ment, and having their 
voices heard, Byers said. 
The organization also 
needs more people who 
run businesses in the Leg-
islature, she said, because 
they can provide a real-
world business perspective 
to lawmaking.

“We need people who 
understand what it’s like 
to write a paycheck, run 
a small business, work 
in a business at the Leg-
islature,” Byers said. “It 
would help moderate some 
of these issues.”

State chamber reports on issues

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

One local teenager has 
parlayed his love of pho-
tography into a growing 
business, all before he’s able 
to vote.

B r a dy  R a s mu s s e n , 
owner of Rasmussen Un-
limited Photography, has 
been pursuing photography 
for about four years, he 
said. Once he started using 
his first camera, he was 
hooked.

“I remember taking my 
first photograph and being 
in shock of the detail that I 
captured,” Rasmussen said. 
“Sometimes photography 
still amazes me, and of the 
shots I’m able to capture.”

At 18 years old, Rasmus-
sen has been doing pro-
fessional portraits for a 
year and a half. He got his 
business name certified 
through the state of Min-
nesota in August 2013, and 
he said he’s glad he transi-
tioned from landscape and 
wildlife photography to 
portraits.

“Nature photographs are 
completely different than 
portraiture,” Rasmussen 
said. “I am happy I took the 
leap of faith and started tak-
ing photographs for clients, 
it’s the best decision I’ve 
made.”

So far, Rasmussen said 

h e ’s  s p e -
c i a l i z e d 
in g radu-
ation pho-
tog raphs, 
t h o u g h 
he’s booked 
some wed-
di ngs for 
t h e  s u m -
mer.

“ I  lo ok 
forward to doing weddings 
this summer,” Rasmussen 
said. “I hope doing wed-
dings helps me branch out 
my photography career.”

Rasmussen’s training 
comes from high school 
classes, he said, though he’s 
looking forward to taking 
more classes in college and 
growing his business even 
more.

“I have already came 
so far, but would love to 
expand my knowledge,” 
Rasmussen said.

He doesn’t work with a 
photography mentor, Ras-
mussen said, though he 
does respect the more ex-
perienced photographers 
he looks up to.

“I respect all older pho-
tographers because they 
have been around much 
longer than me and know 
what they’re doing,” Ras-
mussen said.

His lack of experience 
and youth has caused some 
confusion when he meets 

with clients for the first 
time, Rasmussen said, 
when clients tell him they 
didn’t know the person 
behind the business name 
was so young. However, he 
said he doesn’t let his youth 
get in the way of pursuing 
his career.

“It just gives me the 
chance to get my name out 
there by being young and 
showing that I can work 
for what I want and pursue 
my dreams,” Rasmussen 
said.

Right now, his photogra-
phy business supplements 
his main income, Rasmus-
sen said, though he’d like 
to get to a point where he 
can support himself on 
his photography business. 
Right now, he said he’s fo-
cusing on getting his name 
out there and seperating 
himself from the other local 
photographers.

What seperates him 
from other photographers 
is professional quality and 
affordable prices, Rasmus-
sen said.

“Not only am I young 
but I’m new and people just 
need to give me a chance 
in this field because I feel I 
do great,” Rasmussen said. 
“I make sure to keep my 
photography professional 
and high-quality, but also 
remaining affordable for 
everyone.”

Teen pursues photography business

Brady 
Rasmussen

http://ifallsjournal.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=fcdc565e-dba1-5cc7-a10c-b34da491bd7d

