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Neat-freak’s girlfriend
sweeps suggestions aside

DEAR ABBY: Isnitpick-
ing a poor trait to have? I
see it as a positive thing as
long as matters are brought
up in a helpful way. If you
want a healthy relationship
with the person you live
with, isn’t it best to tell her
what you think should be
done and how?

Two examples: My girl-
friend likes to take her
socks off when she’s lying
on the couch. She rolls them
offher feet with the opposite
foot and they sometimes
end up in the corner of the
couch, but most of the time
on the floor. Also, dishes
never get rinsed off, washed
or put away on time. The
sock thing is gross, and the
dishes end up stinking or
the food gets stuck on them.
Also, the dishes sit in the
strainer, not the cupboard.

My girlfriend thinks I go
overboard and bombard her
with these suggestions. I'd
like to know how you and
your readers feel about nit-
picking. —LIKES THINGS
NEAT IN LOUISVILLE

DEAR LIKES THINGS
NEAT: I find it interesting
that you used the term “nit-
picking.” Is that what your
girlfriend calls it when you
tell her she’s doing some-
thing that bothers you?
Nitpicking encompasses
more than asking someone
to pick up her socks or not
leave the dishes in the sink
or on the counter. (If she
washes them, shouldn’t
YOU put them into the cup-
board?)

There are few things that

DEAR ABBY

aneatnik finds more upset-
ting than living with some-
one who is disorganized.
You and your girlfriend
appear to have some very
basic differences. If you're
planning to make this ro-
mance a lifelong commit-
ment, I'm warning both of
you in advance that you
can’t change another per-
son. Got it?

DEAR ABBY: I've been
doing my mother-in-law’s
hair for the last seven years.
I became very busy with
clients and had her double-
booked in between clients
because she wasn’t a paying
customer. She felt “shuffled
around” and decided to text
me, telling me she will go to
another hairdresser.

I'm hurt and don’t un-
derstand why she wouldn’t
communicate this to me
directly so we could have
worked something out.
What’s the best way to han-
dle this? — HAIRDRESS-
ER IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR HAIRDRESSER:
Talk with her directly. Tell
her you received her text

and the snub wasn’t inten-
tional. One would think
she’d realize you were doing
her a favor by working her
in, but if she can’t under-
stand that, then perhaps it’s
better she see another styl-
ist. Accept it and move on.

DEAR ABBY: My daugh-
ter calls me (hands-free)
when she is driving in
her car. We have lively
conversations and I enjoy
her calls. However, she
is always either running
errands or on her way to
work when she calls. I can
be in the middle of a sen-
tence when she announces,
“Oops, Mom, I've reached
my destination. Gotta go.
Love you!”

Am I wrong to feel she is
“fitting” me in? Or should
I just be happy for the call?
— A MOM IN CONNECTI-
CUT

DEAR MOM: It may
seem like your daughter is
“fitting you in,” but at least
she ends the conversations
with an expression of love.
If her schedule is busy, her
drive time may be the op-
timum time for her to talk
privately. So be happy - it’s
better than never hearing
from her at all.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
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PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Do you feel like you’re
being pulled in too many
directions, Pisces? Let up on
accepting any new responsi-
bilities for now.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER 28
Joe Manganiello, Actor (38)

DECEMBER 29
Alexa Ray Joel, Singer (29)

DECEMBER 30
Kristin Kreuk, Actress (32)

DECEMBER 31
Richie McCaw, Athlete (34)

JANUARY 1
Meryl Davis, Athlete (28)

JANUARY 2
Dax Shepard, Actor (40)

JANUARY 3
Danica McKellar, Actress (40)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

GXXWFLMM ET GXXWFLMM LAK

WLMNAW ET WLMNAW. FIW WYN

QEAKTNW XG ZXJP WNLQ QLCNT
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Previous Cryptoquote: HAVE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND
ENJOY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. - Your Puzzle People



