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State chamber highlights priorities

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

As state representatives
and senators debate dur-
ing this legislative session,
the Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce will emphasize
its five priorities to en-
hance the state’s economy.

The state chamber’s lob-
bying at the Capitol will fo-
cus on five major priorities
to keep the state’s economy
changing and growing, ac-
cording to a news release.

Locally, the Internation-
al Falls Area Chamber of
Commerce will work to-
ward that effort.

“Every year, as a part-
ner, our board scrutinizes
and deliberates whether

it will go on the record as
supporting any or all of the
priorities,” International
Falls Area Chamber of
Commerce President Faye
Whitbeck said. “This year,
our chamber endorsed all
five priorities and would
support the Minnesota
chamber’s directives and
actions as it moves ahead
lobbying throughout the
legislative session to ad-
vance its priorities.”
“Good things are hap-
pening on the Minneso-
ta economic front,” Jan
Kruchoski, chair of the
Minnesota Chamber Board
of Directors, said in a re-
lease. “Our state is out-
performing the national
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economy in many regards.
We want to make sure the
momentum continues.”

The top priorities this
year are:

B Reduce uncompetitive
taxes: Allow business own-
ers who report income from
their business on their per-
sonal income tax return to
deduct a certain portion
of this income from their
taxes to encourage growth
and reinvestment in their
Minnesota business. Im-
prove tax competitiveness
for the state’s largest em-
ployers by enhancing the
research-and-development
credit and reducing the
corporate tax rate.

m Education/workforce:

Minnesota

Display Ad
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Accelerate our workforce
development efforts to help
employers struggling to
find the workers their busi-
nesses need to grow.

m Health care: Ensure
small employers are able to
provide quality and afford-
able health care coverage
for their workers.

W Transportation: Main-
tain a solid transportation
system by passing a 10-year
funding plan that provides
for sustained and strategic
investment in roads, bridg-
es and transit.

H Labor/management:
Eliminate the automatic
inflation index in the state’s
minimum wage rate, and
reduce employer costs.
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We feature a great selection of furniture styles,
including traditional, contemporary, casual,
cottage, mission, distressed, painted, arts and
crafts and eclectic. You can express your personal
style, whether it be wood, leather, upholstery,
with accessories, area rugs and flooring.

401 Fourth Street
Int’l Falls, MN

our Only Locally Owned Source of
Fine Jewelry Since 1983.

Falls native starts
as Essentia’s CEO

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

International Falls na-
tive David Herman has
taken over his new role as
CEO of Essentia Health.

Herman has been in the
position for two weeks and
is becoming familiar with
physicians and staff. In
the coming weeks, he will
travel to meet employees in
the Duluth, Brainerd, and
Fargo areas, according to
a news release.

Herman said he looks
forward to caring for com-
munities in northern Min-
nesota and beyond.

“Minnesota is our home,
and home to our families,”
he said the release. “We are
thrilled to return to north-
ern Minnesota.”

Herman most recently
served as president and
CEO of Vidant Health, a
health system in eastern
North Carolina. There he
oversaw an organization
with eight hospitals, 70
clinics and 12,000 employ-
ees. Prior to that, he served
on the Mayo Clinic staff
from 1988 to 2011, where
he was a professor of oph-
thamology.

Herman continues to
practice as an eye special-
ist, and will see patients

in ophtham-
ology while
serving as
Essentia’s
CEO.
“Herman
is a highly
qualified
and expe-
rienced
healthcare
executive
and physician who will
further advance Essen-
tia’s mission of making a
healthy difference in peo-
ple’s lives,” Richard Blair,
Essentia’s board chair, said
in the release.
“Essentia Health has
a long, successful histo-
ry with strong physician
leadership and commu-
nity partnership,” Herman
said. “I am honored and
proud to be here.”
Herman is a 1975 gradu-
ate of Falls High School,
as well as a 1977 graduate
of Rainy River Community
College. His parents still
live in the Falls, as does
his brother and his family.
Former CEO Peter Per-
son will assist Herman
with the transition. Person
will continue to serve Es-
sentia as emeritus CEO,
working part-time on spe-
cial projects until June 30.

David
Herman
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