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Pelland Welding

Fabrication ¢ Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

SAWS + MOWERS * TRIMMERS
WINTER LABOR SAVERS

240 Series Chain Saw \'¢

* Easy to start and operate

* Tool-less chain tensioning
* [deal for Prunning; lighter cutting and hobby work j'_-

* Ergonomic design

* Powerful X-Torq® engine

® 38.2cc, 2hp, 13”-16”, 10.31Ibs.

MSRP
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$20995

353 Chain Saw

* 18” Blade

* Smart Start® and fuel pump for easy starting.

® 3.2 cuinch, 3.3 hp, 11 Ibs.

* High-power, low weight, slim body
and high center

BJHusqvarna
Tough Name.Tough Equipment.” %
www.husqvarna.com o A

3122 Hwy. 332 ¢ Int'l Falls, MN * (218) 285-7071

Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

$239,000.00 @

Close the deal before 12/31/13 before the price increases!

12 lane bowling center in Int'l Falls doing business as International House of Bowling.
Bowling, arcade, pool tables, full service bar, food service. Room for parties and special
events. 14,850 square feet. Gas forced air heat and air conditioned. Includes all fixtures
and supplies to operate as a bowling center. Situated on 2 acres with ample parking and
excellent visibility.

HOME AND ACREAGE CLOSE TO KABETOGAMA

$149,000.00

3 bedroom, 2 full bath manufactured home on 17 acres. 1600 sq. ft, lots of closet space and
storage, 28’ x 32" insulated garage, 60" front porch overlooking the pond. Kabetogama
State Forest land to the south. 25 miles to Int'l Falls and Littlefork. If you're looking for retreat
or home away from it all but a short drive from the lakes or hunting, this is if!

CALL ME TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR SHOWING!
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mnlakeshorerealty.com
Jill Kiner, Realtor ® 218-875-3063 ¢ 218-240-9117

Deckcr $ Famﬂy Care
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Sunday, December 15™ _-
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Ranier Roost

3443 Pine Street, Ranier
Come One...€Come All!

Join us for holiday cheer, music,
coffee, hot apple cider and

traditional goodies.
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Special Christmas Tusic by A

"¢ local talent throughout the day.

v, Decker's Famﬂy Care
3443 Pine St Ranier e 286—5635
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NEWS

Career and combat vet is new VSO

She says passion,
experiences will

help her help
county vets

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

For Candance Ritch, all
veterans are “my vets.” Her
passion for veterans, whom
she refers to as “her guys,”
runs deep.

“God had a plan when He
sent us up here,” said the
newly appointed Koochich-
ing County veterans service
officer. “I didn’t know it at
the time.”

Ritch was drawn from
Texas to Borderland by her
“grand babies,” who live in
International Falls. She said
her son-in-law Doug Silvers
doesn’t like Texas, and she
couldn’t face a twice-a-year
drive to see her grandchil-
dren. When her youngest
daughter, and grandson,
agreed to move from Texas
to International Falls with
Ritch and her husband, the
deal was done.

She submitted her resig-
nation to the United State
Department of Veterans
Affairs outpatient clinic in
Fort Worth where she was
working just one day after
her daughter agreed to the
move, Ritch said. And then
she began making the plans
that brought the family to
the Falls just two months
later. “I didn’t give anybody
any chance to second think
it,” she said.

In a county with more
than 1,200 veterans, Ritch
will be busy.

“Veterans are second only
to my family,” she said. “Of
course, God first, my family
and my vets.”

It appears it takes one to
know one, when it comes to
veterans. Ritch has 26 years
of service with the United
State Army and U.S. Air
Force, with a seven-year
break during that time.

She said
a previous
Texas VSO’s
treatment
of certain
era veterans
and women
wasn’t right.

And she’s

taken that candance
experience Ritch
as an ex-

ample of how not to serve
veterans.

A Desert Storm combat
vet, military service may
be Ritch’s blood. She says
her birth father is retired
U.S. Navy, her adopted fa-
ther a World War II vet, her
husband is a Vietnam vet,
her son-in-law is medically
retired Air Force vet.

“I joined because of the
Vietnam era vets — they
were my heroes,” she said.
“I’ve got the love and the
knowledge, plus working at
the VA for five years.”

She joined the Air Force
in 1980, and after seven
years switched to the Army
to fly helicopters.

“It was flippin’ awesome,”
she said of her helicopter
experience. “But a female
pioneer in a man’s field was
kind of hard, but I wouldn’t
change it for the world.”

She retired in 2006 with
her husband, who served as
a “house husband and Mr.
Mom.” during her military
career. “He’s my rock.” She
said it was clear that her two
daughters relied on their
father at a young age. On
breaks from Desert Storm,
Ritch said when her daugh-
ters had “boo boos,” they
ran passed her to “daddy.”
But as they grew into teen-
agers and now grown adults,
she said she’s still mom, but
also more of a friend.

Ritch said she’s been
asked about how she will
handle the cold tempera-
tures of the Icebox of the Na-
tion, but she said she knows
cold as she lived in Minot,
N.D., in addition to 11 years
in Europe, a couple years in
Okinawa, Japan, Korea and

in many places stateside.

But she says the small-
town charm of Borderland,
with it’s lack of traffic and
other big city concerns, ap-
peals to her.

Prior to starting her VSO
job in November, with the
resignation of former VSO
Kathy Sikkila, she worked
at UnitedHealthGroup and
at Kmart.

“I love people,” she said
of the work. “It’s not that I
needed the money, I needed
something to do.” Injuries
forced her toleave UHG and
Kmart, and she said she was
going to remain retired and
watch over her fifth grand
baby, who was born in No-
vember.

“Well, I was retired for
maybe six weeks — at the
four week point three or four
people in town who knew
I was a vet told me (Sik-
kila) was retiring and said I
should apply,” she said.

Ritch believes serving as
Koochiching County’s VSO
“was meant to be. I can’t
express my passion enough
for my guys, and gals, from
your youngest 18-year-old
PFC (private first class for
civilians) to your 80-year-
old general — I will take
care of all of them equally
and the same. And they’re
paying me to do this. I am
so excited about this.”

Her experiences and fam-
ily military connections,
she said, allows her to re-
late to all era and kinds of
veterans.

She served in Bosnia in
February 1999 and said
“that was a bad, bad war —
something you can’t imag-
ine until you drive through
and see all the buildings
or the biggest cemetery in
the world in less than eight
years. It took up a whole
mountain side.”

Her slight Texas drawl
and reference to people as
“Hun” is an affectionate af-
fect for all — men, woman,
young, old, vets and non
vets. She says if it offends
someone, it’s not intended.

Ritch says she wants vet-
erans and their families to
get familiar with her face.
Toward that end, she said
she’ll visit local Veterans of
Foreign Wars clubs and will
keep regular office hours.
She encourages veterans to
call for an appointment to
allow her to find files and
get information before she
assists them.

She’s in the VSO office
on the third floor of the
courthouse from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays, Call her at 283-
1179. She encourages people
to leave a message because
she won’t answer if she’s
meeting with a veteran,
who she says deserves all
her attention at that time.
She pledges to return all
messages, but it may be the
next day.

The county’s van service
is also a part of her work,
she said. Veterans who need
aride must call her at least
a week prior to the date they
need it.

She’ll be taking some
training to learn about
obtaining state benefits
for veterans, and said the
knowledge gained at the
VA outpatient clinic will
assist her with the medical
benefits.

Ritch said she wants vets
to understand they deserve
the assistance she can help
them gain.

“I want the guys to be
taken care of,” she said. “My
main point to them, Viet-
nam or World War II — the
older generation —is thisis
not a benefit, it’s not welfare,
it’snot a handout, you’re not
taking away from Tommy
Joe who lost both legs, but if
you were wounded or hurt,
or for women and some men
military sexual trauma, or
PTSD (post traumatic stress
disorder), this is the govern-
ment’s way of saying ‘thank
you for your service. We're
SO sorry you were injured.’
It’s an entitlement you have
earned for serving your
country.”

Superintendent suggests increases in revenue

Offering a retirement incentive package to eligible
staff could save district money in the long run

BY EMILY GEDDE
Staff Writer

Retirement incentive
packages may be offered
to eligible Independent
School District 361 staff in
an effort to address the dis-
trict’s struggling financial
situation.

During a special meet-
ing of the Falls School
Board Tuesday, Superin-
tendent Nordy Nelson said
the incentive packages,
should the board choose to
go that route, would be a
way for the district to offset
the more than $480,000 the

district will lose in state
funding with the loss of
about 66 students since last
spring.

“It will cost some money
at first...but the long term
has some saving there,” he
said of the proposal.

Nelson gave no details
Tuesday as to what would
be involved in the pack-
ages, however, he said he
has had experience with
retirement incentives in
other school districts in
which he’s worked. Pack-
ages would be presented by
union presidents to their
respective members.

Tuesday’s session was
the second of its kind for
the board to begin the pro-
cess of considering areas to
which cost adjustments can
be made. The superinten-
dent told board members
in a statement that the
district is no longer in an
arrangement where fund
balances will grow. The
present district offerings
and activities cannot be
sustained and still keep
revenues over expendi-
tures.

Last month, Nelson pro-
vided board members with
a list he said he generated
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rand Opening

Tuesday, Dec. 10 * 1:30 — 4:30 p.m.
2201 Keenan Drive International

Falls, MN 56649
Guided Tours | Refreshments

Good Samaritan Society — International Falls would like
to invite you to the Grand Opening of our new campus.
We'll begin at 1:30 p.m. with a Dedication Ceremony,
tollowed by tours and refreshments. Please join us!

To learn more, call]ennifer at (218) 283-1331.
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himself, which highlight
options for the board to
consider that could save the
district about $717,800. The
superintendent stressed
items on thelist, including
staff reductions and elimi-
nating two non-revenue
athletic teams, were only
options and didn’t need to
happen all at once. Still,
the cuts would enable the
district to avoid dipping
into its about $3.8 million
in reserve funds.

Another option in rais-
ing revenues, Nelson said,
is asking local voters next
November to increase the
district’s operating levy to
an additional $300,000 over
what the district currently
has.

“That’s a possibility if
the board wants to enter-
tain that and ask for addi-
tional funds to offset some
cost adjustments,” Nelson
said.

On the same note, the
superintendent reminded
board members that op-
tion isn’t a for-sure deal.
“There’s no guarantee it
would pass.”

Coming Soon

Girls’
Night Out

Thursday, Dec. 12t
5-8 p.m.

ason's

339 3rd St.
Int'l Falls, MN 283-9750



