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Young couple’s use of birth
control is long past overdue

DEAR ABBY: My
19-year-old son has been
dating the daughter of
one of my friends I'll call
“Mona.” We didn’t set them
up; they met at some par-
ties. Last summer we dis-
covered they were having
sex because “Meghan”
thought she was pregnant.
Luckily, it turned out she
wasn’t. They broke up but
have gotten back together
recently.

When I asked Mona if
she was putting Meghan
on birth control, Mona
said that she wouldn’t
because “that would be
letting her know it’s OK to
have sex.” I said, “Better
safe than sorry!” and we
left it at that.

I let my son use my car
last weekend and found an
opened box of emergency
contraception on the floor.
Because my son never an-
swers his phone, I called
Meghan and stressed to
her that unprotected sex
is irresponsible and that
they aren’t ready for a
baby. I warned her to take
precautions and get on
birth control, and I helped
her to make the arrange-
ments.

Was it wrong to discuss
this behind her mother’s
back? Should I tell Mona
after promising Meghan
I wouldn’t say anything?

DEAR ABBY

What should I do? — MOM
VERSUS FRIEND

DEAR MOM: Wrong?
You deserve a medal. And
you should now have the
conversation with your son
that you should have had
before the first pregnancy
scare, stressing to HIM
the importance of using
condoms not only to pro-
tect himself and Meghan
from an unplanned preg-
nancy, but also an STD if
she isn’t the only girl he’s
having sex with. Girls
don’t get pregnant all by
themselves.

As to telling your friend
Mona, who seems to have
the parental insight of an
ostrich where her daughter
is concerned, keep your
promise to Meghan and
your lips sealed. Meghan
needs a woman she can
confide in, and your friend
seems to prefer living in

fantasyland rather than giv-
ingher daughter the support
and guidance she needs.

DEAR ABBY: I live
in Colorado. In my state
marijuana is legal now.
What do you think about
my inviting my adult chil-
dren (they are all over 21)
and my aging dad to get
stoned with me? I think it
might stimulate conversa-
tion and motivate more
family time than we spend
together now. What do you
think of “family night”
with marijuana as a way
to improve family unity?
— ORIGINAL THINKER
IN DENVER

DEAR ORIGINAL
THINKER: Were you
stoned when you wrote
this? If not, I think it’s sad
that your family would
need pot in order to com-
municate or create fam-
ily unity. While I applaud
your desire to bring your
family together, you can
have a good time without
inviting “Mary Jane.” And
that’s what I'd recommend.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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HAVE PERSONAL
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HOW COULD THEY HAVE
TIME FOR PERSONAL
PROBLEMS WHEN T WORK
THEM 70 HOURS A WEEK?

THEN I DONT
KNOW WHAT
IT IS
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
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through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.

It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.

The solution for to-
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tablespoons, I just count off
the markings to measure.
— Gerri S. in Florida

Steel-Wool Pads

Dear Heloise: I some-
times use steel-wool pads
and found I could extend
their use by wrapping a
used pad in waxed paper
after each use. I reuse the
same waxed paper each
time. By doing this, I'm
able to get several uses out
of the pads before they start
rusting. — Marie G. in New
Hampshire

You also can try this clas-
sic Heloise hint: Put the pad
in a plastic bag and keep it
in the freezer between uses.
— Heloise

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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Previous Cryptoquote: THE ONLY ANGELS IN LOS
ANGELES ARE IN HEAVEN, AND THEYORE LOOKING
DOWN ON THE DODGERS. - Tommy Lasorda
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