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COMICS

HELOISE’S KITCHENEERING

BY HELOISE

DEAR ABBY

Man who doesn’t want marriage 
keeps attracting women who do

Previous Cryptoquote: THE MOST WASTED DAY OF ALL IS 
THAT ON WHICH WE HAVE NOT LAUGHED. – Sebastien 
Roch Nicolas Chamfort

Daily Cryptoquote – Here’s how to work it:

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 

through 9.
That’s all there is to it. There’s no math 

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You 
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic. 
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to 30 
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle 
will be published in 
Saturday’s paper. 
Or you can go to 
www.sudoku.com to 
find the solution.

Previous Puzzle

Previous Puzzle

Tundra

Hagar the Horrible

Peanuts

Baby Blues

Dilbert

The Same, But Different
Dear Heloise: My mother 

and I would like to know if 
SALTED AND UNSALTED 
BUTTER have dif ferent 
cooking properties? Also, 
why would a recipe call for 
unsalted butter, but then 
require salt? — Michelle 
and Janet C. in Washington

Very good question, and 
it is a little contradictory! 
Salted and unsalted butter 
don’t have any different 
cooking properties. They 
are the same, except that 
one has 1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon 
of salt per stick. 

Each company may pro-
duce a little “different” but-
ter. So, when added to a 
recipe, there is no way to 
tell how much salt is really 
in that butter. By starting a 
recipe with unsalted butter, 
you know that the recipe is 
starting with and ending 
with the proper amount of 
salt. — Heloise

    
Leftover Bacon
Dear Heloise: My family 

enjoys bacon for breakfast, 
but because of our busy 
schedules, we only have it 
on weekends. This leaves 
leftover bacon that I use 
the rest of the week as a 
topping for baked pota-
toes, added to salad or 
as a garnish for beans or 
asparagus. — Janice R. in 
New Mexico

Here’s another use for 
the bacon: as a topping for 
potato soup or other cream-
style soups. It’s tasty on 
spinach, too. The great 
thing about soup is that 
there are so many differ-
ent ways to add f lavors, 
use up leftovers and save 
money. My pamphlet He-
loise’s Spectacular Soups 
has family and friend reci-
pes, plus hints to help you 
save time when making 
soup. To order one, send $5 
and a long, self-addressed, 
stamped (70 cents) envelope 
to: Heloise/Soups, P.O. Box 
795001, San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001. Top soup off 
with croutons as a garnish, 
or serve soup with bread-
sticks, crackers or any 
type of bread to make it a 
more well-rounded meal. 
— Heloise

    
Bagel Removal
Dear Heloise: I love mini-

bagels, but they are hard to 
get out of the toaster. My 
mom suggested wooden 
chopsticks, but they are 
hard to manage. Now I 
“stab” the bagel with a 
toothpick and pull it out 
safely. Works every time! — 
Alex C., Colorado Springs, 
Colo.

    
Last Longer
Dear Heloise: Here is a 

hint to extend the life of 
sour cream and cottage 
cheese. Store the product 
upside down on a plate in 
the refrigerator. It lasts 
much longer. — Betty D., 
via email

Yep! Love the longtime 
Heloise hint. Be sure the 
lid is on tight, and sort 
of shake the container to 
move the contents down 
to cover the lid. Place in a 
bowl and put it in the re-
frigerator. — Heloise

    
Plate Warmer
Dear Heloise: As a single 

person, I use my toaster 
oven all the time. When 
I am heating up leftovers 
or cooking a new dish, I 
set my plate on top of the 
oven. As my food heats up, 
my plate also warms up 
and keeps the food heated 
as I eat. — Tracy L. in 
California

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
53-year-old male who is fit, 
healthy and has a good job. 
I also have two failed mar-
riages behind me, which 
have cost me dearly, both 
emotionally and financially. 
I have no intention of mak-
ing that mistake again! I 
have been on my own for 
five years, and in that time 
I have had five relationships 
– always with women my age 
(give or take a few years).

My problem is that wom-
en my age seem to have only 
one agenda: marriage. One 
very nice lady finally clari-
fied her feelings by saying 
that at this time in her life, 
she didn’t have time for 
“just dating” because in a 
few years she’d be 60.

I understand her dilem-
ma, but I’m not interested 
in younger women. I try 
hard to make it clear at 
the beginning of any rela-
tionship that marriage is 
out of the question, and I 
don’t proceed with the re-
lationship unless the lady 
wholeheartedly agrees. But 
somehow I have broken five 
good hearts, whose only 
transgression was falling 
in love with me. — NO-
BODY’S RETIREMENT 
HUSBAND

 
DEAR N.R.H.: I admire 

your self-image. You must 
be doing something right 
to have the ladies lining up 
the way they are. However, 
you may not be as effective a 
communicator as you think 
you are if five different 
women failed to get the mes-
sage you said you convey. I 
have several thoughts about 
your predicament:

If your only fear of mar-
riage is that you would 
again be cleaned out finan-

cially, a strong prenuptial 
agreement could help you 
avoid any problem if a third 
marriage didn’t work. How-
ever, if variety is what you 
prefer, then you should 
restate your message every 
few months as these rela-
tionships blossom. (Or you 
could move to a monastery 
and stop dangling yourself 
in the dating pool.)

DEAR ABBY: Once a 
year I type my ZIP code 
into a website to see who the 
registered sex offenders are 
in my area so I can be better 
informed and protect my-
self and my family. A photo, 
address and the charges at-
tributed to the offender are 
posted on the site. My jaw 
dropped to the floor when I 
saw a man listed that I work 
with and see quite often. 
The picture looked recent.

I haven’t said anything 
to him. I have known this 
person for five years and 
thought he was a good guy 
who respected women. I’d 
like to think it was a one-
time mistake and that he 
would never do it again. But 
would he?

Should I tell my teen-
age daughter who some-
times visits me in the of-
fice? Should I tell the other 
women who work here? If a 

co-worker knew this kind 
of information and showed 
it to me, I’d be grateful to 
know. What do you think 
I should do? — STUNNED 
IN THE CITY

 
DEAR STUNNED: Tell 

your daughter to keep her 
distance from this co-work-
er. But before you drop this 
bombshell at the office, you 
should first discuss what 
you have learned with your 
employer.

DEAR ABBY: I hope you 
can help with this etiquette 
question. My son and his 
wife believe that when you 
finish a good meal, you toss 
your napkin on the now-
empty plate. They say this 
sends a message that the 
food was great.

I do not agree. Is placing a 
grubby napkin on the plate 
inappropriate behavior 
or is this legit? — NOT A 
NAPKIN-TOSSING DAD

 
DEAR DAD: Your son 

and his wife need to re-read 
the chapter on table man-
ners in their etiquette book. 
When a meal is finished 
and the plate is empty, din-
ers should place their used 
napkins on the table BE-
SIDE their dessert plate. It 
should not be placed on top 
of a dirty plate.

P.S. If they don’t own an 
etiquette book, it appears 
they could use one.

Dear Abby is written by 
Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 
90069. 
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