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Margaret Chenoweth, 97, shows one of the many quilts she had made.

97-year-old Birchdale woman
keeps busy with quilting

BY DORIS KNUTSON
Northern Light Region

Margaret Chenoweth of
Birchdale, who will be 97
years old on July 16, has
sewn hundreds of quilts
over the years, as well as
tablecloths, bibs and lap
robes.

She donates these items
to care centers, hospitals
and veterans hospitals
and to churches and other
organizations for raffles.

This year, as she has
many years in the past,
she has sewn a quilt to be
raffled during Birchdale’s
upcoming Pioneer Days.

Chenoweth moved to
Birchdale from Clem-
entson as the 19-year-old
bride of Joe Chenoweth,
and lived in the same
house for more than 70
years. For 50 of those
years she served as the
secretary of United Con-
gregational Church in

Birchdale. She has been
a widow now for around
30 years, but continues to
live in the area.

She enjoys keeping
busy and active by doing
handiwork and area resi-
dents say she has bright-
ened many lives with gifts
of quilts, embroidery and
other homemade items.

For information on this
year’s Pioneer Days raffle,
contact Karen Schrader at
634-1428.

Entry forms available online at www.ifallsbass.com
Deadlines are coming up fast, so get your entries in today
for these musical talent shows!

$20 entry fee

Weekend Entertainment Pass
e S10 Adults ¢ $5 Children

Entries open until

Aug. 17,2013

Thursday, August 229 « 7:30 p.m.

In Smokey Bear Park under the Big Tent
1* Place - SI150 ¢ 2™ Place - S100 ¢ 3" Place - S75
4" Place - $50 ¢ 5" Place - $§25

Submit entry form & entry fee for either event to:
Casting Call, c/o Carol Pullar
PO. Box 906, Int'l Falls, MN 56649
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Applications at the Chamber of /
Commerce. Contestants 8-15 years of |, i
age are eligible to enter. m
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BY ERIC MATHEWS
Staff Intern

The Hill Top Motel has
new owner, as of July 2.

Steve Martin, Minne-
apolis is the new owner of
the Hill Top Motel, located
on U.S. Highway 53, also
known as Second Street.
Rick and Barb Martin, the
owner’s parents, will man-
age the business.

Martin purchased the
Hill Top from Richard
and Glenda Weinhold, who
owned the business for 12
years.

The new owner does not
plan on making any major
changes to the motel be-
cause of positive feedback
from new and returning
customers.

“It’s just a really beau-
tiful place and very well
kept.” said Barb Martin.

“The previous owners
kept the motel very well.”
she continued. “That re-
ally matters to us and our
customers, and it makes
our jobs easier.”

Rick and Barb Martin
plan to manage the busi-
ness and living in Interna-
tional Falls in the summer
and return to their home
in Missouri during the
winter, said Martin.

“We’ll do that for a cou-
ple of years at least.” she
said “Or until we get used
to the cold.”

Steve Martin saw that
the Hill Top was for sale
while he was living in
Minneapolis. He decided
to purchase the motel and
go into business with his
parents because of what
he calls an incredible at-
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Steve, Barb and Rick Martin pose in front of the
Hilltop Motel. Steve, the son of Rick and Barb,
lives in Northfield, Minn., and purchased the
property after seeing it for sale. Steve and his
wife spend many weekends each summer at Lake
Kabetogama, and are very familiar with the area.

mosphere at the Hill Top,
and because of the incred-
ible opportunity, said Barb
Martin.

The new owner and
managers will strive to
make the Hill Top famous
for its hospitality, cleanli-
ness, and quaint woodland
style.

Steve Martin plans to
operate the business from
his new home in North-
field, Minn., so he can be
closer to his wife, Ken-
dra. The two are familiar
with the area because of
visits to Kendra Martin’s
mother’s cabin on Lake
Kabetogama.

“We just love how there
is a theme unique to every

room. One will be deer,
the other moose, and they
all are centered on the
woodland area.” said Barb
Martin.

Rick and Barb Martin
said they hope that man-
aging the Hill Top Motel
will provide Rick with the
finances to retire, one of
the other reasons their
son decided to go into busi-
ness with his parents. Rick
Martin has experience
with this kind of business
after working in the Sun-
set Hotel and Supper Club
in Lodi, Wisconsin, which
was owned by his parents.

The Martins have
worked together in the
past, they said.
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