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Teen is reluctant to share
summer camp with friends

DEAR ABBY: I'm 14.
Last summer I went to camp
in a different state with my
cousin “Mary.” I told my
friends at school about our
adventures, and a couple of
them said they want to go
there with me next summer.

Mary and I don’t get a lot
of time together, and camp
is one of the only times
when I can see her. I don’t
want my friends to come.
How can I tell them that
without hurting their feel-
ings? — TORN IN TEXAS

DEAR TORN: Out-of-
state summer camps can
be expensive, and although
your friends might want to
come to yours, it remains to
be seen if their families can
afford to send them. How-
ever, if it turns out that they
will be going next summer,
you should let them know
beforehand that you may
not be seeing a lot of them
after you arrive because
it’s the only time you get to
spend with your cousin dur-
ing the year. The chances of
their being hurt will be less
if you tell them in advance.

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I enjoy entertain-
ing and having family over
to celebrate birthdays and
holidays. Our son’s birth-
day is approaching and
I’d like to get your view of
something my husband’s
older sister, “Jane,” has
been doing.

Jane is 55, divorced and
has been dating her co-
worker “Chuck” for a couple
of years. At our celebra-
tions, after everyone is done
eating and cake has been
served, Jane makes up a
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large plate of food (without
asking) and invites her boy-
friend over to eat.

Chuck shows up, stands
at the kitchen counter and
devours the food while com-
plaining about it. Then
he helps himself to more
and leaves. He never says
thank you, never partici-
pates in the celebration and,
frankly, wasn’t invited to
begin with.

How should this be han-
dled at the next event? If
I confront my sister-in-
law, does that make me as
rude as she is? My husband
doesn’t want to rock the
boat. However, it bothers
him, and he, too, is put
off by it. Any suggestions
you have would be appreci-
ated. —AGHAST IN NEW
ENGLAND

DEAR AGHAST: What
Jane has been doing is ex-
tremely presumptuous and
to call her on it isn’t rude.
This should not be “han-
dled at the next event”; it
should be handled before
the next event. Tell her you
prefer any leftover food be
saved for your own family,
and that in the future, she
should not invite Chuck un-
less she has first cleared it

with you. If she can’t abide
by your wishes, you should
not invite her.

DEAR ABBY: I grew up
like most children of the

and propped in front of the
TV. I have worked hard to
change this lifestyle. I want
toraise my future children
in ahealthier fashion thanI
was. However, when I bring
up the subject of future
grandchildren with my
mother, she can’t stop talk-
ing about how she’s going
to spoil them with sugary
treats because she’s the
grandma, and “that’s what
grandmas do.”

She knows how I feel
about this and knows it
upsets me, but she keeps
taunting me. I have gone
so far as to tell her that if
she can’t respect me, I will
limit her time with the kids.
What would you suggest I
do? —HEALTH FIRST IN
MAINE

DEAR HEALTH FIRST:
I don’t know when you plan
to have children, but until
you do, I suggest you drop
the subject. Your mother
may be saying this to get a
rise out of you. If she’s seri-
ous, it will be your job as a
parent to enforce the rules
you set. But right now, this
discussion is premature.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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® Puzzles by Pappocom

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

through 9.
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every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

1 That’s all there is to it. There’s no math

1 will be published in

involved. The grid has numbers, but noth-
ing has to add up to anything else. You
solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.
It’s fun. It’s challenging. It’s addictive!
Solving time is typically from 10 to 30
minutes, depending on your skill and ex-
perience. The solution for today’s puzzle
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
FEBRUARY 23
Emily Blunt, Actress (31)

FEBRUARY 24
Jaymi Hensley, Singer (24)

FEBRUARY 25
Rashida Jones, Actress (38)

FEBRUARY 26
Michael Bolton, Singer (61)

FEBRUARY 27
Josh Groban, Singer (33)

FEBRUARY 28
Gavin Macleod, Actor (83)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

2-22

Y FTTX JTSDK LDKKB WB LAD

LQWLA YVTWL HLB ADQT;

VWL

Y VYX JTSDK LDKKB WB LAD

LQWLA YVTWL HLB YWLATQ.

F.G.

ZADBLDQLTIJ

Previous Cryptoquote: PEOPLE WHO ARE UNABLE TO
MOTIVATE THEMSELVES MUST BE CONTENT WITH
MEDIOCRITY, NO MATTER HOW IMPRESSIVE THEIR
OTHER TALENTS. - Andrew Carnegie
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