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Ronning’s Crazy Daze Sale!
Wednesday, July 31st

Open Early 7a.m.-7p.m.

12 HOURS OF SAVINGS!!

• $5 • $10 •

• $15 • $20 •

RACKS

SAVE!
• Shorts • Tops • Jeans • Sandals

• Athletic Footwear
• Giftware • Books • Ty Beanies

• Work Boots • Winter Boots
• Columbia Winter Coats & Accessories

• Rainy Lake T-Shirts & More!

In case of rain,
Crazy Clearance inside.

*Sale valid at Int’l Falls location only
*Some exclusions apply

218-283-8877

Regular Hours Mon.-Sat. 8-7 Sunday 9-4

International Falls

Check

out what’s

on Sale!

cessories
More!

ALL REG.-PRICED MDSE.

INSIDE!20%
off

REGISTER TO-WIN!

Ronning’s Gift

Certi�cates

CRAZY

DEALS!!

RACKS & TABLES

30% -80%
off

OUTSIDE!

I WANT YOUR

Unwanted or broken

gold & silver jewelry.

Come on in and see Rob today!

283-4701 324 3rd St., Int’l Falls

Celebrating 30Years!
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linked

www.
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BY EMILY GEDDE

Staf  Writer

Marketing Borderland 
and surrounding areas as 
a go-to vacation destina-
tion took one step closer to 
a contract with National 
Geographic.

Representatives of Heart 
of the Continent Partner-
ship met with Koochich-
ing County commissioners 
Tuesday to seek funding 
for a contract with National 
Geographic. The partner-
ship is a Canadian-Amer-
ican coalition working on 
cross-border projects that 
promote the economic, cul-
tural and natural health of 
the lakes, forests and com-
munities on the Minnesota-
Ontario border.

The county board pledged 
$2,500 in support of the ef-
fort.

“We need to embrace 
initiatives like this that 
support our second-largest 
industry, which is tour-
ism,” said Eric Johnson, 
a Borderland resident and 
business owner who is a 
member of the HOCP design 
team.

Johnson, along with St. 
Louis County Commission-

er Frank Jewell and Doug 
Franchot, chairman of the 
Voyaguers National Park 
Association, explained that 
HOCP plans to partner 
with National Geographic 
Society to create a regional 
tourism initiative, includ-
ing a map and website. 
Drawing input and involve-
ment from a wide spectrum 
of local stakeholders, this 

“geotourism” project aims 
to sustain and enhance the 
geographical character of 
the regions’ environment, 
culture, aesthetics, heri-
tage, and the well being of 
its residents by highlight-
ing resources in Heart of 
the Continent communi-
ties.

If $190,000 is raised, the 
men said HOPC will become 

a part of NGS’s network 
of geotourism websites, 
which will hopefully gain 
visibility and awareness 
of the region. Eventually, 
they said, $256,000 will be 
needed for the effort.

“We’re delighted to have 
a new project that we think 
is going to tremendously 
impact the region and the 
com mu nit y,”  F ra nchot 

said. “We’re going to build 
to a whole other level of 
collaboration and partner-
ships around the region.”

Franchot continued that 
International Falls has 
been a key component in 
HOCP and programs as-
sociated with the effort, 
especially since it is one of 
the entry points to Canada.

“And it is part of Voya-

geurs National Park,” he 
said.

With the support of other 
communities on both sides 
of the border, $166,000 has 
been gathered towards the 
contract with National Geo-
graphic, but in-kind dona-
tions – including volunteers 
and local government input 
– will also be needed for 
complete success.

“Eric is an example of 
someone playing an in-kind 
role,” Jewell said.

Jewell said the impor-
tance of the National Geo-
graphic Society contract is 
threefold. First, he said, is 
a National Geographic map 
defining the area. Second, 
HOCP will be included on a 
website designed by Nation-
al Geographic that is in-
terlinked with other sites. 
And third, a collaboration 
among all the partners 
across the area working 
together to make the HOCP 
region a place people are 
interested in.

“(National Geographic) 
sees the border lakes re-
gion as a remarkable place 
that is unnoticed by many 
people,” he said. “It really 
is a site they feel should get 
more acknowledgment.”

Effort aims to promote region as vacation location 
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Representatives of the Heart of the Continent Partnership are from the left, Doug Franchot, chairman 
of the Voyageurs National Park Association; Frank Jewell, St. Louis County commissioner; and Eric 
Johnson, who is on the effort’s design team, discuss partnering with the National Geographic Society 
Tuesday at the Koochiching County Board meeting.
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