
A8 | November 8, 2014 www.ifallsjournal.com | The Journal, International Falls, Minn.

opinion
FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.
gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
11 East Superior Street
Suite 125
Duluth, MN  55802
Phone:  218-464-5095
Fax:  218-464-5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of 
Congressman Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:
1200 Washington Avenue

South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or 

contributing to our online discussions. The Journal’s 
Opinion page is where meaningful community discus-
sions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers
Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be signed and include the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only 

the author’s city address will  be published.
Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent by e-mail to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

To the editor,
Dear friends and 

supporters of my run 
for Koochiching County 
District 1 commissioner:

The voting is over 
and we lost in our bid 
for sweeping change. 
Congratulations to Wade 
Pavleck for his very 
decisive victory. It is my 
hope that Commissioner 
Pavleck will consider 
some of the common sense 
ideas that our campaign 
stood for and that some 
one out of three of his 
constituents voted for.

Koochiching County 
has lost many private 
jobs in the last 20 years. 
This past year alone tiny 
Ranier has lost some 

40 jobs at Northland 
Tackle, five jobs at the 
now defunct east side of 
our resort and will lose 
about 10 more with the 
upcoming Livingston 
Custom Brokerage 
permanent layoff. This is 
a typical trend in many 
rural areas.

Our biggest growth 
in jobs has been in 
government mostly at the 
federal level. While the 
community has welcomed 
and encouraged that 
substitution for growth, in 
no way will it ever match 
what we once had here. 
The reality is that the 
competition is so fierce 
between the thousands of 
county’s like ours, that 

to hit a home run in the 
private sector is near 
impossible. There are no 
magic wands or strategies 
or economic developers 
that can change that fact.

I challenge people to 
look at the millions local 
government has spent 
over the last 20 years 
trying to attract jobs and 
tell me I’m wrong. To 
spend millions on a few 
peat jobs or any others 
that haven’t materialized 
yet just doesn’t make 
sense. I and many others 
believe our best bet is 
to pare expenses in the 
hopes that some home 
grown entrepreneur(s) 
that already love(s) the 
area can find it affordable 

enough to invent, create or 
manufacture some widget 
or product that people all 
over the state/country/
world find they can’t live 
without or just want to 
have it.

Government will not 
be the creator behind 
these jobs or even the 
incubator. For this area 
to flourish government 
needs to become much 
less restrictive, much 
more transparent and 
much more affordable. 
Democracy is a great 
thing if it is not described 
as “two wolves and a sheep 
voting on what to have for 
lunch.”

Barry “Woody” Woods
Ranier, MN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

No matter the outcome, your vote counts

With grateful hearts, 
Minnesotans gather 
together across the state 
on Veterans Day to honor 
the brave Americans that 
have served in uniform to 
protect our freedom. This 
day should be about more 
than just saluting our 
veterans. It also serves as 
an opportunity to renew 
our commitment to serve 
those who have served us.

After all, that is our 
responsibility – to do right 
by those who have stood 
tall on the front lines 
so that we can live free. 
This is especially true 
for soldiers returning 
from battle permanently 
injured and suffering life-
altering disabilities.

One of those heroes is 
Waseca native Sergeant 
Tom Block. Sergeant 
Block and his fellow 
Rangers were rooting 
out insurgents planning 
attacks in southern 
Afghanistan when one 
insurgent detonated a 
bomb strapped to her 
body. Sergeant Block 
suffered severe wounds 
and lost his right eye when 
he was thrown 35 feet into 
a minefield. Four other 
soldiers lost their lives 
during their mission.

After surviving six 

surgeries, teaching 
himself to walk again, 
and receiving a glass 
eye, Sergeant Block made 
an incredible recovery 
and got back to work. He 
now mentors wounded 
warriors, encourages 
soldiers to stay in the 
Army, and teaches courses 
on leadership. Sergeant 
Block is just one example 
of what our veterans can 
achieve when given the 
opportunity to recover 
and succeed.

Unfortunately, many 
of our men and women 
in uniform are fighting 
overseas to protect our 
pursuit of happiness, 
only to return home to 
find it out of reach for 
themselves and their 
families when they come 
home. This is especially 

true in wake of revelations 
that Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
employees covered up 
and underreported wait 
times for veterans. It is 
completely inexcusable 
that veterans with serious 
health conditions were 
stuck on waiting lists, and 
those responsible must be 
held fully accountable for 
their actions.

Congress has worked 
together and passed 
bipartisan legislation to 
reform the VA and address 
the problem. This includes 
providing more funding 
for the VA to hire medical 
professionals, expanding 
access for veterans to seek 
care at non-VA facilities, 
and allowing the VA to 
quickly fire or demote 
underperforming senior 
executives. Our country 
has a new VA Secretary 
to help implement these 
policies and restore trust 
in the VA. And I have also 
cosponsored a bill that 
would require the VA 
to recover any bonuses 
given to employees based 
on performance that was 
misrepresented.

We must also ensure 
veterans have access to 
high-quality and timely 
healthcare. That means 

allowing veterans’ 
medical facilities to 
recruit qualified mental 
health professionals, 
doctors, dentists and 
nurses. Especially in 
rural areas, there needs 
to be additional medical 
staff. To address this 
problem, I introduced 
a bill with Republican 
Senator Chuck Grassley of 
Iowa that would designate 
VA medical facilities and 
state veterans homes 
as Health Professional 
Shortage Areas, allowing 
them to recruit health 
professionals who agree 
to practice in Health 
Professional Shortage 
Areas in return for loan 
forgiveness.

Fourteen years after 
being authorized by 
Congress, the American 
Veterans Disabled for Life 
Memorial finally opened 
this October near the 
U.S. Capitol, recognizing 
veterans who suffered 
injuries that left them with 
a permanent disability. 
While this honor is long 
overdue, a monument 
alone is not enough – we 
must provide these heroes 
with the care needed to 
recover and opportunities 
needed to thrive despite 
their lasting wounds.

GUEST COLUMN

Renewing our commitment to those who served

Amy

KLOBUCHAR
REPRESENTATIVE

With the midterm 
elections over, it’s time 
for local, state and federal 
officials to consider the 
past and make plans for 
the future.

Clearly, those plans 
must include working 
together for the good of the 
people.

With some change can 
come some good.

Republicans gained 
control of the U.S. 
Senate, and had already 
controlled the U.S. House. 
In Minnesota, the election 
brought the House 
back into the control of 
the Republicans. That 
means the control of the 
Minnesota Senate and the 
House is again split.

We use the term split, 
rather than divided, 
intentionally. While 
Congress and the 
Legislature are no longer 
held by Democrats, 
it doesn’t mean these 
important bodies must be 
divided on issues that we 
all agree are important. As 
the saying goes, divided we 
fall.

Creating jobs and 
stabilizing the economy 
should be viewed as among 
the top needs of the state 
and nation by everyone, 
regardless of party 
affiliation.

With the gains made 

by Republicans comes 
an obligation to do better 
than those who have 
gone before. The midterm 
elections are a reminder to 
democrats the status quo is 
not good enough.

Certainly, party 
affiliation may play a 
role in the ideas of how to 
create jobs and stabilize 
the economy. Some may 
call for tax increases, 
while others may call for 
tax cuts, among other 
ideas.

But we truly believe 
only through compromise 
and an effort to keep from 
making promises for 
future elections can we 
move forward together.

Our nation’s democracy 
is founded on the belief 
that we can all have 
our opinions, but we 
must come together in 
compromise to meet the 
needs of the constituency.

Split government at the 
state and national levels 
doesn’t have to mean a 
shutdown or showdown. 
Instead, we hope it means 
all opinions will be heard, 
respected and vetted. 
With the best of each side 
trickling down to develop 
a firm and stable base of 
resolution that meets the 
needs of most, and can be 
tolerated by the extremes 
on each side.

OUR VIEW

Split but 
not divided


