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The key to being well-liked
is to make yourself likable

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
15-year-old girl. When I'm
with the high school group
of kids at my church, I try
to extend myself and talk,
but they never reciprocate
much. I always have to try
tothink of something to say
and be careful I don’t em-
barrass myself. Especially
around guys, I feel awkward
and self-conscious.

I feel OK about myself,
but I still get nervous. Other
girls find things to talk
about to each other but not
me, and guys never talk
to me first, either. I don’t
know if I'm doing some-
thing wrong or being too
careful.

I'm an only child. I get
along pretty well with
adults, but I have a hard
time with kids. I heard you
have a booklet about these
issues. If you think it might
help me, how can I order
it? — UNPOPULAR IN
SACRAMENTO

DEAR UNPOPULAR:
Part of your problem may
be that you're an only child,
which can be isolating.
If you spend most of your
time with adults, it’s under-
standable that you are less
comfortable with people
your own age. But don’t let
it stop you from trying to
be friendly. If guys don’t
speak to you first, they’re
probably feeling as awk-
ward as you are. To smile
and say hello is NOT being
pushy. My booklet “How to
Be Popular” is filled with
suggestions for polishing
social skills. It covers a
variety of social situations

DEAR ABBY

and is meant for people
of all ages. To order, send
your name and address,
plus check or money order
for $7 (U.S. funds) to Dear
Abby Popularity Booklet,
P.O. Box 447, Mount Mor-
ris, IL 61054-0447. Shipping
and handling are included
in the price. There are tips
for becoming the kind of
person other people find
interesting, attractive and
want to know better. (If par-
ents, teachers and clergy
know someone needing
help in thisregard, it might
make an inexpensive gift
that could help change the
course of that person’s life.)

The key to being well-
liked by both sexes is: Be
kind. Be honest. Be tact-
ful. Don’t be afraid to give
someone a compliment if
you think it’s deserved. If
you think you’re not beau-
tiful (or handsome), be
well-groomed, tastefully
dressed, conscious of your
posture. (People who stand
tall and smile project self-
confidence.)

Ifyou'renota “brain,” try
harder. If you are smarter
than most, don’t be a know-
it-all. Ask other people what

they think and encourage
them to share their opin-
ions. If you’re not a good
athlete, be a good sport.

Think for yourself, but
respect the rules. Be gener-
ous with kind words and
affectionate gestures, but
respect yourself and your
family values always. If you
think “putting out” will
make boys like you, forget
it. (It won’t work, and later
you’ll be glad you didn’t.)
If you need help, ask God.
If you don’t need anything,
THANK God!

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
27-year-old male, and I have
no clue how toread women’s
subtle interest cues, if they
ever display any. I'd like to
think they have, given that
I put in at least two days a
week at the gym working
with weights.

Since you are a woman,
could you please be so kind
as to give this man a clue
what tolook for? It’s driving
me nuts! — AVAILABLE
IN ILLINOIS

DEAR AVAILABLE:
The most obvious clues that
a woman finds you attrac-
tive are eye contact and a
smile. That’s your opening
to make conversation. The
rest is up to you!

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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@& Puzzles by Pappocom

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

6

9 3

~OO|I= W

through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.

The solution for to-
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Or you can go to |56/ 1|29 7(3/4/8
5 4 6 www.sudoku.com =216 4817159
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Dear Heloise: When a opera cousin M T
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does it mean real butter, coin DOWN é S i 5
or can you use margarine? 10Ham, e.g. 1 Wine < TETG e
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rine are very different: 15Vitamin C 6 Shopping Boys 28Crazy
One is from animals’ and source aid 20Bach’s talker
the other is man-made. 16 Decline 7 Prelude Mass 29Thin
They taste different, too. 17Buddy 8 Second — cookie
However, when cooking 18Count airing Mln.or 30Tolerate
and baking most items, starter 9 E)ar_ne 21 Deh' 31 Qets
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In most pastries, cook- znge‘f,';'JVy
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should use the real deal, 33Juan 2 13
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Dear Heloise: Since a vich” * .23 e
grapefruit knife was men- 37 Shrek’s 26 27 28
tioned several times in your love PR X = =3
column, I had to tell this 38 Refine ore
story about mine: 39Camera % % %

When my son was 7 or 8 Creator 37 38
years old, he was outside Land - —
working diligently with a | 40Super-
hammer. Later he walked market 4 “2
in the house holding my section 917
grapefruit knife. It was as
straight as an arrow, and
he said: “Look, Mom. I fixed CROSSWORD
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Egg Holder
Dear Heloise: When I need
to take two eggs out of the
fridge and place them on the
counter, I use my scissors
and place the two eggs in the
finger holds. This way, the
eggs never roll around the
counter, and when they are
ready to use, they are still
safe. — Jan in Utah

Dust Collector

Dear Heloise: Anyone
who has cleaned the space
above the refrigerator or
kitchen cabinets knows
how dirty and greasy it is.
When cleaning them, cover
the space above with a layer
of paper, and next time, just
replace it. No cleaning! —
Marlene O., Dayton, Ohio
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR

isLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

9-17 CRYPTOQUOTE
L JKHAMAQ BYAS YA SCM
KHJN HB CMLRMU LUQ SCM

HDMU CLUQ YA SCM NMX HB

.— DMFAYLU DFHRMFI

Previous Cryptoquote: DEFINITENESS OF PURPOSE IS
THE STARTING POINT OF ALL ACHIEVEMENT. - W.
Clement Stone
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