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bucks-only season

Bright spot:

BY LAUREL BEAGER
Editor

A 10-point buck taken by
Jared Pearson of Interna-
tional Falls opening week-
end is among the 102,000
deer Minnesota hunters
registered through the sec-
ond weekend of firearms
deer season.

Registration of deer is
down 31,000 from the same
period in 2013, according to
the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources.

Larry Petersen, DNR
area wildlife supervisor in
International Falls, said
the decrease in harvest is
expected with the lower
deer population bringing a
bucks-only season.

“I am hearing from hunt-
ers there are no surprises,”
he said. “It is what they
expected to see, really, with
the trend we’ve had for the
last several years of the
population going down be-
cause of the bad winters
we’ve had. They are seeing
fewer and fewer deer the last
few years.”

Borderland’s deer season
in the northern rifle zone
ends Sunday. In much of
Minnesota, the deer season
concluded a week earlier,
Nov. 16.

Petersen said some hunt-
ing parties have reported
doing reasonably well this

deer season based on their
expectations. And he said
some hunters are reporting
seeing a few more fawns this
season.

“With a few more fawns
spotted — that is a hopeful
sign,” Petersen said. “The
first sign we see in a re-
covering population is that
recruitment of young: they
are born and surviving and
maturing and will produce
more young.”

Severe winters often
bring a poor crop of fawns,
hesaid, similar to how some
factors lead to a poor wall-
eye fry crop.

Deer are very productive,
with 1 to 1-1/2 year-old does
often producing fawns, with
average reproduction at age
2, said Petersen.

“It’s not like other spe-
cies, where they wait until
4 or 5 years to reproduce,”
he said. “Hopefully a few
more fawn sightings lead to
a more productive popula-
tion.”

Petersen said neither he
or his wife Patti have yet
harvested a deer.

He joked that he is using
having a nasty cold for the
past couple weeks “as jus-
tification for being wimpy,
otherwise I would be happy
to be out in these elements.”

So far this year, hunters
during special hunts, and
the archery and firearms

More fawns being seen

seasons, have harvested
115,000 deer, down from the

2013 to-date harvest total of 3

147,500.

The DNR’s ongoing deer
management work also in-
cludes upcoming revisions
to the deer population goals
for large portions of north-
eastern, north-central and
east-central Minnesota.
This is part of a multi-year
goal-setting process for the
entire state. People inter-
ested in helping set these
deer population goals can
get more information on the
process and opportunities
for involvement at www.
mndnr.gov/deer.

Additional deer will be
harvested during the late
southeastern season, which
runs Saturday through Nov.
30; and the muzzleloader
season, which begins Nov.
29, and continues through
Dec. 14. The archery season
also runs through Dec. 31.
Early wolf season

About half dozen wolves
harvested in the northwest
zone’s early hunting and
trapping season have been
sampled by Petersen. The
season ends locally with
deer season Sunday.

As of Thursday, 71 of the
targeted 83 wolves have
been harvested in the north-
west zone, the only zone that
remains open in the state.
The other two zones have
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Jared Pearson takes a big 10-point buck at 9:30 a.m. the Sunday morning of
opening weekend. He took the buck on property owned by his eldest son, Mike
Pearson, less than five miles from town. The same property has yielded a
10-point buck for Jared last year and a 5 pointer the year before.

Larry Petersen

DNR area wildlife supervisor

been closed.

Petersen said the harvest
appears to be on track.

Hunters must skin the
animal and bring the pelt
and carcass to a DNR office
for inspection. Petersen
said samples are taken from
the carcass to assist in as-

sessing the health of the
population.

Of the half dozen he’s in-
spected, just one has shown
mange, a parasite that in-
hibits hair growth and can
cause the animal to die of
exposure during the winter
months.

“In years past we’ve had
a higher percentage with
mange,” he said. “The fur
is looking pretty good, but
with such a small sample
it’s difficult to project what
that means across the popu-
lation, but it seems encour-
aging.”

In addition, he said the
wolves brought to his of-
fice have had a satisfactory
amount, but not a lot, of fat
on them. “So they appear
to be in good condition,” he
said.

The late season for hunt-
ing and trapping wolves
begins Nov. 29 and runs
until Jan. 31 in all zones.
The season closes earlier if
the target harvest in a zone
is reached.
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MIGHATY MUSTANG
WRESTLING SIGN UPS

The Yellow and Black are looking for Pre K through 8th grade
to become a part of a great experience and the oldest sport
known to mankind.

Calling on the FORT FRANCES, INT'L FALLS, LITTLEFORK
and surrounding areas. Dedication, Determination, Discipline.
Come join the Mighty Mustang Wrestling Team and become a
part of something special.

SIGN UPS: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2014 6 P.M.
PLACE: KOOTASCA GYM AT 2232 2"° AVE E. INT'L FALLS
CONTACT: PETE BENEDIX

VIA MIGHTY MUSTANG WRESTLING FACEBOOK PAGE
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L)
)
@,

A_
NORTHERN FOOT &

ANKLE ASSOCIATES

podiatric medicine & surgery

She has her daddy'’s eyes,
and your
bunions.

Bunions are genetic but don't have to be permanent. We can help
your feet look and feel better. We can help your kids without surgery.
This is one family tradition that doesn't need to stand the test of time.

o Referrals usually not necessary
* Most types of insurance accepted

Come see one of our DBFA board-certified podiatrists:
DR. STACEY NIPP, D.PM.

DR. ROBERT NIPP, D.P.M.
DR. CURT KRISTENSEN, D.PM.

DULUTH 722.0615 | HIBBING & VIRGINIA 800.327.1819

Sr. High
DOROTHY
HUNT

Littlefork-Big Falls May 2014 Student of
the Month

Jr. High
DESTINY
ERICKSON

A Sponsored by: 1414 Hwy 71, Int'l Falls

- 218-283-5556

BORDER Online Banking: borderstatebank.com
S[‘ate Bank Mobile Banking: bshmobile.com

24HR Voice Banking

COMMUNITY BANKING AT ITS BEST!
1-866-BSB-24HR

Pelland Welding

Fabrication ¢ Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly
“'SAWS « MOWERS * TRIMMERS

WINTER LABOR SAVERS

from

$19995

240 Series Chain Saw

* Easy to start and operate
* Tool-less chain tensioning
¢ |deal for Pruning; lighter cutting and hobby work

W
* Ergonomic design e i, 3@
* Powerful X-Torq® engine *‘*»-....@_*."}E‘f““ma <

* 38.2cc, 2hp, 137-167, 10.31lbs

323-L Trimmer

* Lightweight

)Husqvarna

*24.5cc
*1.2hp

Tough Name.Tough Equipment.”
www.husqvarna.com

e Auto return stop switch
3122 Hwy. 332 ¢ Int'l Falls, MN ¢ (218) 285-7071
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m
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