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STAR WATCH

Comparing the stars

BY DEANE MORRISON
University of Minnesota

The summer stars have
driven the winter constel-
lations over the sunset hori-
zon, and even the “springy”
form of Leo, the lion, has
moved into the west.

Behind Leo comes bril-
liant Arcturus, the brightest
star in the northern dome
of sky around the Earth. It
can be found by following
the curve of the Big Dipper’s
handle, which “arcs to Arc-
turus.” The star ornaments
the kite-shaped constellation
Bootes, the herdsman. Just
east of Bootes hangs the
lovely Corona Borealis, or
Northern Crown.

Below Bootes, reddish
Mars, the star Spica (in
Virgo), and Saturn (in Li-
bra) are strung west to
east. Meanwhile, low in the
southeast, Scorpius is com-
ing into view. Its brightest
star is gigantic Antares,

whose name means “rival
of Mars.” This summer
we have a nice chance to
compare these two objects,
keeping in mind that Earth
is now moving away from
Mars, and so the Red Planet
is gradually fading.

The Milky Way hugs the
eastern horizon during
the prime evening viewing
hours. In or near it are the
three bright stars of the
Summer Triangle: Vega,
Deneb and Altair. These
stars will reach their high-
est points in the sky during
August and September.

To the west-northwest, Ju-
piter is making a last stand.
It begins the month setting
three hours afterthe sun, but
by July itdrops into the sun’s
afterglow.

In the morning sky, Venus
still shines brightly, though
it’sratherlow in theeast. The
lovely planet will have an en-
counter with a waning moon
on the 24th; look about an

hour before sunrise. Youmay
also be able to make out the
Pleiades star cluster above
and slightly left of Venus.

June’s full moon, known
to Algonquin Indians as the
strawberry moon, rises the
evening of the 12th. It will be
quite round, with peak full-
ness occurring at 11:11 p.m.
It follows a low trajectory
across the night sky because
all full moons appear op-
posite the sun; thus, they
must be low when the sun is
high—as in June.

Summer arrives with the
solstice at 5:51 a.m. on the
21st. At that moment the
sun will be directly over the
Tropic of Cancer, and the
Earth’s sunward face will
be lighted from the Arctic
Circle on one side of the
globeto the Antarctic Circle
on the other side.

The University of Minne-
sota offers public viewings
of the night sky at its Duluth
and Twin Cities campuses.

Looking very high in the'south, 10 p.m. mid-june .
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The Big Dipper’s handle “arcs to Arcturus.”

For more information and
viewing schedules, see:
Duluth, Marshall W.
Alworth Planetarium:
www.d.umn.edu/planet
Twin Cities, Minnesota
Institute for Astrophys-
ics (during fall and spring

semesters):www.astro.umn.
edu/outreach/pubnight
Check out the astronomy
programs at the University
of Minnesota’s Bell Museum
ExploraDome: www.bellmu-
seum.umn.edu/ForGroups/
ExploraDome/index.htm

University of Minnesota Starwatch

5/21/14 Contact: Deane
Morrison, University Rela-
tions, (612) 624-2346,mor-
ri029@umn.edu

Find U of M astronomers
and links to the world of
astronomy athttp://www.
astro.umn.edu.
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The parcel is located along County Highway eggs &ham

#332 (Truck Route) near Mannco Trucking
Inc. and is described as part of the South 1/2 of

Dinner Specials

Half Chicken Dinner $10.99

Bormembored with Love. the SW1/4 SW1/4, Sec. 1, Twp 70N, Rge 24W, Full Rack of BBQ Ribs $17.99
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said hearing to be heard. If more information is
desired, please contact the Koochiching County
Environmental Services, ph.(218)283-1158.

Rib Eye Steak $17.99
Chicken Kiev $11.99

Dinners include choice of potato & salad. Choice of soup for $1.00
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Dale Olson
Zoning Administrator
: Koochiching County

¢ Hwy 53 & Memorial Drive - Open 6 a.m.-10 p.m.
218-283-8888 - chocolatemooserestaurant.com
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Thank you for your generous donation in
support of the babies of Koochiching County
at the annual Community Baby Shower. Your
gifts allow us to provide essential supplies to

area families.
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