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What advances in
technology have been made

in hearing aids?
The most recent advance is the introduction of hearing aids that are
compatible with selected smart phones. These hearing aids allow the user
to hear the sound from the phone directly in the hearing aids. There is an
app for altering the sound characteristics of the hearing aids for specific
locations and automatically returning to the settings the next time you are
in that location.

Most hearing aids now exchange data from ear to ear. If the wind is
buffeting one side, the microphone could be turned off and the hearing
aid can get sound input from the non-buffeted side. A phone can be
answered and sound can also be sent to the ear on the other side. The
hearing aids can use the 4 microphones to determine the direction of the
speech signal and both hearing aids can be coordinated to enhance the
reception of the targeted speech.

Hearing aids do not have to be bulky beige chunks in the ear. There are
small instruments that have a thin tubes to deliver the sound into the ears.
We also have a wide range of colors to either blend into the hair or to
make a fashion statement.

We are here to provide the hearing solutions that will help you live a fuller
and more enjoyable life. I have over 30 years of experience in helping
people get more out of life through better hearing. Call to schedule your
hearing evaluation and to start down the road to a fuller life.

Thursdays,
June 5, 12, 19 & 26

612 5th St. NW, Bemidji 444-4444 or 1-800-414-5854
renaissancehearingcenters.com

BOOK SIGNING WITH
PEGGY ANN VIGOREN

Monday, June 30
Coffee Landing Café
(9:00 am - 1:00 pm)

Sunday, June 29
Thunderbird Lodge
(Noon - 3:00 pm)

EARLY
DEADLINE

FOR FOURTH OF JULY
Sat., July 5th IFalls Journal

Advertisers are asked to
submit copy early as we

will be closed Fri., July 4th.

SATURDAY, JULY 5 ISSUE OF THE
International Fall Journal

Display ads due:Tues, July 1 at 2 pm
Classified words due: Wed, July 2 at noon.

1602 HWY 11-71, INT’L FALLS, MN, 218-285-7411

At The Elks Club, Saturday, June 28th,
starting at 7pm in the bar.

Please join them for some cake & snacks.
No gifts please, other than your presence.

At Th Elk Cl b S t d J 28th

Anniversary
Party

for Warren & Adelaide Bilben

70th
Location: 604 10th Street, Int’l Falls, MN 56649

Price: $46,000
This 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home is completely remodeled including

complete energy package, complete interior remodel and complete

exterior remodel. The remodel includes new siding, doors, windows, all

cabinets, sinks, tub and shower, sheet rock, paint, trim and appliances.

KOOTASCA Community Action
is selling the home on a 30 year, 0% interest, Contract for Deed.
Eligible applicants must be “at risk”, first time home buyers and meet
the current income guidelines. The mortgage payment is based on the
household’s income. Eligible applicants must have sufficient income
to support existing debt, the mortgage, insurance, and property taxes.
Applicants should have a credit score of 600 or higher.

Income guidelines currently are as follows:
Family Size Maximum Gross Annual Income

1 $34,000
2 $38,850
3 $43,700
4 $48,550
5 $52,450

Applications can be picked up at the
KOOTASCA office at

2232 2nd Avenue East, Int’l Falls.
For additional information, call Amy Mortenson at

(218) 283-9491 or (800) 559-9491 ext. 100.

HOME FOR SALE

The application deadline is 4:30 pm on July 7, 2014.

Randy’s Tire & Auto Repair, LLC
218-285-9585 • 520 Third Street, International Falls, MN 56649

STRUTS-SHOCKS-ALIGNMENTS-TIRES-EXHAUST

DESTINATION:

Welco
me to Adventure!

Purchase a set 4 eligible Firestone tires, and

Get A 7-Night Vacation
of your choice at one of 1,800 locations in the U. S. and Canada*

$70 Firestone Visa Prepaid Card**by mail

Offer Valid
May 15-June 30

2014
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BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

The International Falls 
Economic Development Au-
thority Monday approved 
membership in a state mar-
keting organization to bet-
ter market International 
Falls as an location for po-
tential new businesses.

EDA Director Shawn Ma-
son said the Falls EDA can 
join the Minnesota Mar-
keting Partnership for a 
cost of $600, which covers 
membership for the rest of 
this year and the next year. 
The EDA will be able to pick 
and choose which events it 
wants to go to as part of the 
MMP, Mason said, depend-
ing on which events are 
most relevant.

“It really puts you in a 
position of visibility with 
those who are making deci-
sions,” Mason said. “This 
might help us be more vis-
ible and network with peo-
ple who are really making 
the decisions and making 
things happen.”

The motion passed on a 
3-2 vote, with Bob Ander-
son and Pete Kalar voting 
no. Anderson said the $600 
membership fee was the tip 
of the iceberg, as the EDA 
would also have to account 
for travel costs to get to the 
events. He also questioned 
joining another marketing 
group, when the EDA had 

recently joined two other 
groups, the Community 
Venture Network and the 
Mid-America Economic 
Development Council.

“Maybe we ought to see 
what develops out of those 
other activities before we 
take on another one,” An-
derson said.

Kalar said he agreed with 
Anderson, and that while 
more might be better when 
it comes to membership in 
these organizations, the 
EDA should see what comes 
of the membership in the 
other organizations first be-
fore spending money joining 
another one.

“I realize that’s part of the 
game, but we always seem 
to be joining or suggesting 
to join an organization,” 
Kalar said.

EDA President Gail Rog-
nerud said the group will 
be selective in the events it 
attends, and that the events 
attended must be relevant to 
International Falls.

“It seems like the more 
you’re out there, the better 
your chances of hitting a 
homerun,” Rognerud said.

Mason said she sought 
the input of Heather Rand 
on whether the EDA should 
join the organization, and 
presented Rand’s email re-
sponse to the EDA. Rand, 
from the Business and Com-
munity Development di-
vision of the Minnesota 

Department of Employment 
and Economic Development, 
works in the northeast re-
gion of the state.

In her email, Rand recom-
mended joining the organi-
zation for a year and fully 
participating, and then eval-
uating whether to continue 
membership after that.

Rognerud said she works 
with Rand as part of an eco-
nomic response team com-
mittee, and is impressed 
with her knowledge.

“The fact that she would 
recommend this would rate 
pretty high with me,” Rogn-
erud said. “She seems very 
knowledgeable about what’s 
going on and she’s very 
helpful.”

Anderson said he ques-
tioned the recommendation 
from Rand, as Rand is an 
employee of DEED, and the 
MMP is a DEED program.

“It’s a loaded question, I 
don’t think she could speak 
against it,” Anderson said.

Paul Eklund said he didn’t 
know how the EDA could 

do too much, 
considering 
the situation 
the city is in 
currently.

“Our com-
munity’s in 
c r i s i s ,  w e 
need jobs,” 
Eklund said. 
“I just don’t 
understand 

how we can be doing too 
much, we’ve got to keep try-
ing, and trying as hard as 
we can.”

Cynthia Jaksa said the 
community needs to “bear 
down” on marketing itself 
to site selectors, and bud-
geting for and emphasizing 
marketing may have been 
the missing piece towards 
economic prosperity.

“We haven’t really been 
out there pitching at these 
various meetings where 
you can network with site 
selectors,” Jaksa said. “That 
is a key element of having 
anything happen, is being 
connected to site selectors.”

In other business, the 
EDA discussed using tax 
increment financing and 
tax abatement as tools for 
economic development, and 
having policies on the use of 
those tools.

Mason said she has been 
approached recently by a lo-
cal businessperson looking 
to expand their business, 
and was asking about TIF 

and tax abatement as an 
economic development tool. 
She said as they don’t use 
them often, they don’t have 
policies on using them, un-
like other communities.

“It would be nice to be 
able to say, ‘these are our 
TIF and tax abatement poli-
cies,’” Mason said.

Mason presented the EDA 
with information on TIF 
and tax abatement to work 
as a conversation starter, 
and something the EDA 
could use to craft policies on 
those tools. The EDA would 
move the information on to 
the International Falls City 
Council, she said, which 
would be the government 
body administering the 
tools.

Cities like Bemidji, Du-
luth, Hermantown, Alexan-
dria, and Hibbing use TIF, 
Jaksa said, and to compete 
with other cities in the re-
gion, the city should have 
policies in place on using 
them.

“We should have every 
possible tool to use to cre-
ate economic development,” 
Jaksa said.

International Falls has 
used TIF in the past, An-
derson said, specifically 
when the local paper mill 
expanded. Those TIF funds 
then went towards building 
a water treatment plant, 
he said, but the TIF dis-
trict also took funding away 

from the school district and 
Koochiching County to pay 
for the expansion.

“I certainly question the 
use of tax increment financ-
ing as a tool,” Anderson 
said. “It’s harmful to the 
other subdivisions of gov-
ernment.”

Jaksa said ultimately all 
the taxing districts benefit 
from growth of the tax base, 
and if TIF isn’t used, the en-
tire tax burden falls on the 
city taxpayers.

Mason emphasized TIF is 
only used in “but for” cases, 
meaning the project could 
only happen but for TIF. All 
other avenues for financing 
have to be exhausted before 
TIF is used, she said.

Eklund recommended 
moving the isse to the bud-
get and finance committee, 
and discussing it on that 
level before making a final 
decision at the city council 
level.

A motion to move the 
issue to the budget and fi-
nance committee was ques-
tioned by Anderson. He said 
he didn’t think the EDA had 
the authority to send an is-
sue to a city council commit-
tee, but that the city council 
could refer something to a 
committee.

The motion was removed, 
and Eklund said the issue 
could just be put on the city 
council agenda for discus-
sion.
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