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FIRST AMENDMENT “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press or the right of people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

FEDERAL OFFICES

President Barack Obama
Democrat
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20500
202-456-1111
Website:
www.whitehouse.gov
E-mail:
president@whitehouse.gov

U.S. Rep. Rick Nolan
2447 Rayburn House Oi  ce 
Building
Washington DC 20515
202-225-6211
Website: www.nolan.house.gov
Facebook: US Rep Rick Nolan
Twitter: @USRepRickNolan

Duluth Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan  (TEMPORARY)
Gerald W. Heaney Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse
515 West First Street, Room 235
Duluth, MN 55802
218-464-5095, 5096, 5097 and 
5098

Brainerd Oi  ce of Congressman 
Rick Nolan
Brainerd City Hall 
501 Laurel Street 
Brainerd, MN 56401
218-454-4078

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Democrat
302 Hart Senate Oi  ce
Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
202-224-3244

Minnesota Oi  ce:

1200 Washington Avenue
South, Suite 250
Minneapolis, MN 55415
612-727-5220
Website:
www.klobuchar.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Al Franken
Democrat
Senate Hart Building 320
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5641
Website:
www.alfranken.com
E-Mail:
info@franken.senate.gov

STATE OFFICES

Gov. Mark Dayton
130 State Capitol
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN, 55155
800-657-3717
E-mail:
Mark.Dayton@state.mn.us

Rep. David Dill
571 State Oi  ce Building
St. Paul, MN  55155
651-296-2190
800-339-0466
rep.david.dill@house.mn
Assistant: Joan Harrison

Sen. Tom Bakk
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. 
Capitol, Room 226 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 
Capitol Oi  ce phone:
(651) 296-8881 
Email:
www.senate.mn/
senatorbakkemail

How to contact your lawmakers

Share your point of view
Make a difference by writing a letter to the editor or contribut-

ing to our online discussions. The Journal’s Opinion page is where 
meaningful community discussions take place.

The Journal welcomes letters from readers

Letters should be limited to 500 words or less. Longer letters may be edited. Letters must be 
signed and include the telephone number and address of the letter writer. Only the author’s city 
address will  be published.

Mail letters to The Journal, 1602 Highway 71, International Falls 56649. Letters can also be sent 
by e-mail to laurel@ifallsjournal.com.

Mark your calendar for Aug. 
28, the 50th anniversary of 
Martin Luther King’s iconic “I 
Have A Dream” speech, which 
was delivered to more than 
250,000 civil rights supporters 
from the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial.

I’ll be thinking of Dr. King 
on that anniversary of the 
March on Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom– and I’ll be 
thinking about my late father, 
Lewis Tyree.

Dad once told of a 
conversation (circa 1970s) with 
a man from our hometown. The 
fellow was trying to organize 
a neighborhood movement to 
keep any (“N-word”) families 
from moving onto his street.

Puzzled, my father named a 
particular African-American 
who had been an honored guest 
in the man’s home on many 
occasions.

“Oh, replied the man, “he 
ain’t a (‘N-word’). He’s my 
buddy. I KNOW him!”

So, although much progress 
has been made toward a 
colorblind society in the past 
five decades, we still need a lot 
of “buddies” to continue the 
advances.

Ask yourself, “Am I truly the 
sort of person a member of a 
different race would consider 
for a friend — or could even 
tolerate for two minutes on the 
elevator?”

Stray from your comfort 
zone and give an open-minded 
reading to some opinions 
outside your insulated 
world. Whites, stop patting 

yourself on the back for 
watching “Roots” when 
Jimmy Carter was president 
and read about contemporary 
cases of job discrimination, 
voter barriers and police 
harassment. Blacks, read an 
economist’s report on the 
negative impact of the War On 
Poverty or affirmative action.

Whites, count to 10 before 
saying “That was a long 
time ago” or before taking 
your advantages for granted. 
Blacks, count to 10 and give 
someone the benefit of the 
doubt before musing, “I wonder 
what kind of veiled racial slur 
THAT was?” In other words, 
we all need to steer away 
from both cluelessness and 
hypersensitivity.

Whites, do you ever speak 
glowingly of black scientists, 
educators and businessmen – 
or is it just athletes and movie 
stars? Blacks, are there any 
Caucasians you admire besides 
politicians who pander for your 
vote?

It may seem silly, but try 

honing your descriptive skills. 
Adopt a habit of identifying 
a person in a group using 
characteristics other than race. 
“The white dude” or “the black 
woman” does not have to be 
your first impulse.

Can the races learn to 
appreciate one another’s 
cuisine, fashion, slang, 
media, hobbies, values and 
companionship without fear of 
ostracism? Can we condemn 
pejoratives such as “(N-word) 
lover” and “Uncle Tom” to the 
dust heap of history?

If a few more of us could 
rise to the occasion of being 
potential “buddies,” Dr. King’s 
dream of harmony and equality 
could come even closer to 
fruition.

But it will require the 
courage to disavow the worst 
elements of your own race, 
whether it be the redneck who 
jokes about lynchings or the 
African-American who gloats 
over the stores he’s going to 
loot if the verdict in a racially 
charged case doesn’t go his 
way.

If we feel obligated and duty-
bound to cheer on (or at least 
tolerate) the walking, talking 
stereotypes among us, such as 
the “blacks can apply, but…” 
Human Resources director 
or the swaggering, Ebonics-
spewing, welfare-cheating gang 
leader wannabe, we’re all still 
in a form of slavery.

Tyree’s weekly column 
is distributed exclusively 
by Cagle Cartoons Inc. 
newspaper syndicate. 

Danny

TYREE
TYRADES!

MLK’s “I Have A Dream” speech turns 50

US HOUSE DELAYS FARM BILL

Political posturing about who 
or what is delaying action on a 
much-needed farm bill came into 
sharper focus when the Repub-
lican speaker of the U.S. House 
refused to appoint members to 
a conference committee. John 
Boehner had every chance to do 
what the Senate wisely did, but he 
declined. The House shut down 
for the August vacation, and any 
hope of farm bill conference com-
mittee negotiations evaporated.

So, by any reasonable assess-
ment, it indeed is the intran-
sigence of House Republicans 
that is stalling progress on a 
new farm bill. By contrast, the 
Senate named conferees, includ-
ing Sens. John Hoeven, R-N.D., 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., and 
Max Baucus, D-Mont. They were 
ready to go to work on farm 
bill negotiations during the 
congressional break, but they 

can’t because House leadership 
declined to participate. Had 
Boehner done the right thing, 
it’s almost certain Rep. Collin 
Peterson, D-Minn., would have 
been named to the panel, and 
possibly Rep. Kevin Cramer, 
R-N.D. Peterson is the leading 
farm policy expert in Congress. 
By virtue of his years of public 
service in his state, Cramer has 
a deep understanding of produc-
tion agriculture.

The conference committee 
process is essential for the farm 
bill. There are big differences 
among congressmen and sena-
tors on major provisions of the 
legislation. Disagreement over 
how much to cut the food stamp 
program, for example, requires 
compromise. Concern about 
certain farm support payments 
divides Congress, also. But no 
progress can be made without 
House and Senate conferees 

meeting to find paths to com-
promise. Of course, that can’t 
happen without participation by 
House conferees.

Because House Republicans 
went home without acting on a 
farm bill conference committee, 
it looks like there will be no farm 
bill this year. That means pro-
ducers, ag lenders, agri-business 
people and rural economies will 
have to deal with uncertainty. 
Will the current farm bill be 
extended? Will farm supports 
revert to the 1949 base farm bill, 
and result in guaranteed retail 
chaos? What’s the future of crop 
insurance? The sugar title? The 
school lunch program?

Make no mistake about it. 
House Republicans are to blame 
for the farm bill stall. That’s not 
a political conclusion. It’s a state-
ment of fact. 

The Forum of Fargo, N.D., 
Aug. 10

WHAT OTHERS SAY

The International Falls School 
Board and administration in 
June dropped the ball in its han-
dling of an incident that not only 
risked the safety of students, but 
also risked the district’s liability 
and credibility.

On Monday, the board and the 
school administrator need to 
pick up the ball and finalize the 
non-renewal of Bill Mason as the 
school’s golf coach.

We want to stress our opinion is 
not personal and isn’t about Ma-
son. We believe Mason felt he was 
doing a good thing by providing a 
ride to a stranger who appeared 
to need one. But he showed ex-
tremely poor judgment in doing so 
when he was charged with ensur-
ing the safety of this community’s 
children. Instead, he could have 
given the man money for a ride 
or offered to call someone to give 
him a ride.

The fact no one was hurt or 
injured, for which we should 
all be grateful, isn’t the point. 
They could have been — and that 
goes for students, Mason and the 
stranger. No one wants to think 
bad people hurt children, but they 
do. People employed by our school 
district must keep the safety of 
students at the forefront at all 
times. Mason put this school dis-
trict and the taxpayers who sup-
port it at risk of being sued should 
the van have been involved in an 
accident and the stranger injured 
and filed suit against the district.

But even beyond Mason’s ac-
tion is the poor handling of the 
situation by the school board and 
its administration. It’s troubling 
the board allowed the June hear-
ing to proceed the way it did, and 
we suspect it may have been a 
violation of the Minnesota Open 

Meeting Law. The hearing was 
closed at Mason’s request, which 
is allowed under the law. How-
ever, Mason asked it be opened 
after some members of the public, 
including the representative of 
this newspaper, left the meeting, 
and the board did so.

Instead, the board should have 
hit the pause button when Mason 
reversed his decision, adjourned 
the meeting and conducted the 
hearing at another time after ap-
propriate public notice was given.

The Open Meeting Law is 
intended to protect the public’s 
right to access government activi-
ties. In this case, the public had 
the clear impression the hearing 
would be closed for its full course, 
and it was misled when the hear-
ing was opened. Government bod-
ies like the school board should 
always lean toward open access to 
the public, especially in instances 
like this that draw interest and 
concern by the public.

Clearly, nothing would have 
been delayed by ending the meet-
ing and conducting the hearing at 
another time, with public notice. 
Especially since the board agreed 
with Superintendent Nordy Nel-
son that the issue should be al-
lowed to settle for nearly two 
months before taking action.

Instead, swift and strong deci-
sions send a clear and powerful 
message and allow the commu-
nity and the people involved in 
the incident to move forward. De-
laying the decision accomplished 
nothing.

Monday is the time to do the 
right thing for this school district 
and its students by finalizing the 
non-renewal of Mason as golf 
coach and posting the position for 
others to seek.

Do the 
right thing

OUR VIEW


