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TONI KORPI
Write-In Candidate

School Board #361

Clip to ensure correct spelling during election

Toni Korpi (FHS ‘97) is the wife of Colin (FHS ‘92)

and Mother of Karsen (8), Kaden (7) &

Kelsie (3). She is the daughter of (the late)

Jack & Loral Lee Everett. Toni is currently

a local childcare provider (14 yrs), an Early

Childhood Family Education (ECFE) Advisory

Board Member (6 yrs), Vice President of

Partners In Education - PIE (2 yrs), a Girl Scout Leader

(4 yrs), & a Gizzard Girl (2 yrs). Toni would like to partner with

the school board, staff, students, parents & community to

ensure the continued success of keeping our children first;

while maintaining their safety, education and health as a top

priority. She would like to share her innovative ideas and

fresh energy with the districts successes, challenges and

opportunities.

Paid for by the Candidate on her own behalf.

805 16th St. E. Int’l Falls, MN

The Driving Force Behind
AClean Home

ServiceMaster of International Falls

611 11th Street
RESIDENTIAL & JANITORIAL CLEANING SPECIALISTS

www.servicemasterclean.com

218-283-4775

• Carpet Cleaning • Furniture Cleaning
• Fire & Smoke Cleanup • Water Damage Cleanup

Free on-site estimate!

Pelland Welding

240 Series Chain Saw

323-L Trimmer

$19995
from

from

MSRP

www.husqvarna.com

WINTER LABOR SAVERS

• Easy to start and operate

• Tool-less chain tensioning

• Ideal for Pruning; lighter cutting and hobby work

• Ergonomic design

• Powerful X-Torq® engine

• 38.2cc, 2hp, 13”-16”, 10.31lbs

$29995

3122 Hwy. 332 • Int’l Falls, MN • (218) 285-7071
Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m

SawS • MowerS • TriMMerS

Fabrication • Industrial/Hydraulic Hose Assembly

• Lightweight

• Smart Start®

• 24.5cc

• 1.2hp

• Auto return stop switch

Anderson suggested imple-
menting a lodging tax to 
help promote tourism. The 
tax was adopted by Interna-
tional Falls and submitted 
to the International Falls 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

The CVB was first formed 
as part of the local chamber. 
In May 2000 the CVB was 
established and adopted 
its own nonprofit status, 
removing it from the cham-
ber’s direction.

“And we’ve been promot-
ing tourism since,” said 
Schultz.

After the city adopted the 
tax, Koochiching County 
established a local lodging 
tax followed by Ranier, 
which began collecting and 
remitting the tax in the 
spring of 2003.

I n Aug ust ,  t he CV B 
Board discussed the timely 
remittance of lodging tax.

It notified International 

Falls City Attorney Steve 
Shermoen in September a 
property within the city 
limits had not provided 
the tax and that after six 
months penalties would be 
applied.

Shermoen told The Jour-
nal that he sent a letter to 
a local lodging establish-
ment asking them to pay 
the tax. “They’ve not paid 
and indicated it would be a 
while before they can pay,” 
he said.

Shermoen has asked the 
establishment to provide 
the city its records to calcu-
late the amount of tax owed. 
Then, he said, the establish-
ment will be billed.

“If it’s not paid, we add 
it to their taxes,” he said. 
“There are significant pen-
alties applied for overdue 
taxes.”

The CVB Board also noti-
fied Ranier City Adminis-
trator Sherril Gautreaux of 
a property in the city that 
claims to rent for 30 days 
or more but appears to only 
lodge guests for a week or 
two and thereby is subject 
to the tax. Gautreaux noti-
fied the owner of the estab-
lishment.

She also reported to the 
CVB the city would in-
stitute practices for col-
lecting and remitting the 
tax according to the city’s 

ordinance, which includes 
a process for collection and 
assessment of a penalty for 
the late filing.

Lack of collection of the 
tax by the establishments 
and the governments has 
been an education issue: It 
needs to be enforced within 
the district and the tax 
should be collected, said 
Schultz.

“It has not been a mind-
ful ‘I refuse to cooperate,’” 
he said. “People just need to 
be informed.”

More and more people 
are trying to offset the costs 
of owning lake cabins or 
vacation homes by renting 
them out on a short-term 
basis and may be unaware 
of all the steps needed to do 
that, he said.

The ordinance allowing 
the collection of a local 
lodging tax requires it to 
be used for tourism pro-
motion of the area, said 
Schultz. “That generally 
means spending outside the 
area to draw people to spend 
the night,” he said.

Schultz said the CVB at-
tempts to spend the money 
on promotions of which the 
results can be measured to 
allow the board to consider 
whether to repeat that pro-
motion or appeal to differ-
ent markets.

A study of its records 
shows a majority of visitors 
to Borderland come from 
Minnesota, he said. In the 
past, most of the money was 
spent on markets outside 
the state.

“Over the past couple 
years, we’ve been spending 
in the Duluth, Minneapolis, 
Rochester TV markets and 
some web advertising,” he 
said. That’s in addition to 
attracting visitors from 
nearby states within driv-
ing distance of Borderland, 
he added.

The benefits of collecting 
the lodging tax and being 
a part of the CVB includes 
being listed in the CVB’s 
promotions and website.

“There are benefits that 
are tangible in collecting and 
remitting the tax,” he said.

“h ere are benei ts that are 
tangible in collecting and 
remitting the tax.” 

Pete Schultz

CVB Director
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Valentine moved with 
his parents shortly after 
he was born to Ham Lake, 
where he grew up. His par-
ents returned to Interna-
tional Falls in retirement.

Also attending Thurs-
day’s presentation was 
VNP biologist Lee Grim, 
who has for decades led the 
eagle banding program, 
and park Superintendent 
Mike Ward.

The idea for banding an 
eaglet in recognition of Val-
entine’s service came from 
Ranier Mayor Dennis Wag-
ner, who grew emotional 
while talking about the 
banding and presentation.

The park’s banding proj-
ect involves banding re-
cently hatched eaglets in 
and around the park in an 
effort to monitor the popu-
lation. One of the nests in-
cluded in the program is on 
Wagner’s Rainy River prop-
erty. He had recently seen 
Jack and Katie Valentine 
and wondered if they would 
think banding an eagle in 
celebration of their son’s 
life would be appropriate.

“I thought about this 
nation’s servicemen and 
women, with the nation’s 
symbol being the bald ea-
gle, and representing the 
nation’s forces,” he said.

He contacted the Valen-
tines, who agreed the idea 
was a good one, and then he 
contacted Grim and Ward, 
who worked to make the 
idea a reality.

Wagner said he hopes 

this is just the first of many 
eagles that will be banded 
in memory of fallen sol-
diers from Koochiching 
County.

Tom Valentine’s family 
and Wagner were at the 
scene when the eagle was 
banded.

“It was a very emotional 
thing,” Wagner said. “This 
was a pretty somber, very 
spiritual thing.”

The nest near Wagner’s 
property was empty at the 

time, so instead, an eaglet 
was banded from a nest 
that can be seen across a 
Rainy Lake bay from a cab-
in owned by Tom’s sister.

The Valentines said they 
hope this is the start of 
a program to recognize 
fallen soldiers.

“We feel very honored to 
be selected to be the first of 
these,” Jack Valentine said.

He said his son down-
played the 18 years he 
served as a Navy SEAL, as 

they all do.
“He never discussed his 

work and we didn’t know 
what he was doing at any 
particular time, but we 
always wondered when 
he was off to Somalia, Af-
ghanistan or Iraq what 
he faced,” Jack said. “He’s 
been gone six years, but 
it seems like yesterday. 
We lose the memory, but 
it comes back in very nice 
ways. We want him re-
membered as much as we 

possibly can.”
The Valentines said 

many people have given 
them comfort with com-
ments about Tom and the 
way he touched their lives.

“And he was just our 
little boy,” an emotional 
Katie said. “From the time 
he was little until he died, 
he was a quiet patriot.”

She said the day the ea-
glet was banded was a beau-
tiful one.

“I held the eagle’s hand 

while they put the band on 
it,” she said. It was com-
forting that the eaglet was 
retrieved from the nest 
high atop a huge pine tree 
by Terry Grubb, a former 
Navy SEAL himself. “We 
had a great conversation,” 
she said. “It was a wonder-
ful day.”

Grim said the bald eagle 
represents freedom and 
banding one to commemo-
rate Tom Valentine’s ser-
vice is appropriate.

“The park service is 
happy to share what we 
have with them,” Grim 
said. “There is a bird out 
there with a band on it that 
makes a family feel really 
good. Eagles are wonderful 
things. It’s a good thing for 
the government to do.”

Nolan, a veteran, said 
he’s proud of the Valentine 
family who gave the people 
of the nation so much and 
of Tom, who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. He quoted 
Abraham Lincoln in saying 
how a nation remembers its 
fallen soldiers reflects in 
the way future generations 
volunteer to serve to pro-
tect the nation’s freedoms. 
He said this recognition is 
an honorable one.

Wagner showed a card 
given out at Tom’s funeral. 
It features a photo of the 
man with an entry he made 
at the summit of Mt. McKin-
ley Wagner said seems ap-
propriate for someone who 
has an eagle soaring in his 
memory: “The summit of 
Denali is clear and a light 
wind is blowing. This sight 
is as majestic as the mind 
could imagine.”
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Katie and Jack Valentine were presented a plaque Thursday recognizing the banding of an eagle in 
memory of their son, Tom.

The largest concentration 
was near Rainy Lake on 
County Road 46, adjacent to 
the City Beach Road. There 
are about 150-195 cubic yards 
of sand to be removed on 
properties in this area. The 
winning bidder, Leinum 
Farms, will remove those 
sandbags at a cost of $51 per 
yard, county Administration 
Director Teresa Briggs said.

There were two homes on 
the Rainy River near Pelland 
Junction which also required 
sandbag removal, estimated 
at 44 cubic yards. Leinum 
Farms will remove those 
sandbags at a cost of $48 per 
yard, Briggs said.

The remaining sand-
bags near Loman are being 
cleaned up by a local resident, 
Olson said.

There isn’t a date on when 
the sandbags will be re-
moved, Briggs said, but with 
the temperature starting to 
drop, she said it’ll probably 
happen sooner than later.

In other business, the 
board also approved an on-
going agreement between 
the county’s Public Health 
and Human Services Depart-
ment and Independent School 
District 361 in International 
Falls.

Briggs said the non-finan-
cial agreement allows for 
shared resources between 
county and school social 
workers, and allows them 
to discuss the needs of stu-
dents.
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