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College freshman encourages
girls to embrace independence

DEAR ABBY: I read
your column often and find it
deeply troubling when girls

in my freshman year of col
lege and I have never dated.
I'm perfectly OK with this.

I’'m not writing to bash
girls who are in high school
relationships, but rather to
show there’s an alternative.
Abby, please remind them
that it’s fully acceptable
for us to spend our teenage
years single if we prefer. No
one should feel pressured
into a relationship because
“everyone else is dating.”

Girlfriends, if you're not
ready for dating, then focus
on discovering your beliefs,
your purpose and what
your talents, passions and
values are. If you choose
to do it accompanied by a
partner, that’s fine. But if
you prefer to journey alone
or with your friends, that’s
JUST as valid. — INDE-
PENDENT IN RACINE,
WIS.

DEARINDEPENDENT:
I agree! You are a self-
confident, mature young
woman, and you’re deliver-
ing an important message
to your contemporaries. I
hope they’ll give your mes-
sage the consideration it
deserves.

DEAR ABBY: Irecently
read an idea that I think

DEAR ABBY

should be shared with every
parent in the world. You
and your child/grandchild
should establish a family
password to be used if the
child is ever approached
by a stranger who says,
“Your mother is sick and
she asked me to come and
get you.” By asking for the
password, the child throws
the would-be kidnapper off
guard, and the child has
an opportunity to flee. —
VIGILANT IN VIRGINIA

DEAR VIGILANT: That
suggestion is one that ap-
pears on many child safety
websites, and it’s certainly
worth mentioning here.
I’'m sure many parents and
grandparents will thank
you for submitting it.

DEAR ABBY: I'm a
13-year-old girl in eighth
grade, wrestling with a
problem I never thought I'd
have -- a crush. I have liked
“Garrison” for two years

now. He’s funny, sweet and
cute, and he has stood up
for me against bullies. We
aren’t in any classes this
year, so I only see him in
the halls.

I have no clue what to
do, since I have never had
a crush before and I'm not
going to date yet. It hurts
my heart. I know crushes
are fleeting, but can you
help me figure out what
to do in the meantime? —
CRUSHED BY CRUSH-
ING IN TENNESSEE

DEAR CRUSHED: Your
crush seems to be a young
man with character, cour-
age and self-confidence
- because that’s what it
takes to stand up to bul-
lies. Because he stood up
for you, he already knows
who you are. So when you
see him in the hall, smile
and say “Hi.” That’s not
being pushy; it’s being
friendly. And if you're sit-
ting around with an aching
heart, I have a solution: Get
up and get moving. Join a
club, a sport, dance class or
do some volunteering.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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® Puzzles by Pappocom

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,

every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

through 9.
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no
math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!
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Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 12
Hugh Jackman, Actor (46)

OCTOBER 13
Paul Simon, Singer (73)

OCTOBER 14
Stacy Keibler, Wrestler (35)

OCTOBER 15
Emeril Lagasse, Chef (55)

OCTOBER 16
Tim Robbins, Actor (56)

OCTOBER 17
Ernie Els, Golfer (45)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:

AXYDLBAAXR
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

10-4 CRYPTOQUOTE

Z SHYJYEZB YI Z VRHIFE
PYNM VHRQZNFHX YEINYESNI

PMF MZI EFN IGUUYSYREN
SZVYNZB N F UFH]IJ zZ
SFHVFHZNYFE. — MFPZHAQ

ISFNN

Previous Cryptoquote: I DON'T PAY GOOD WAGES BE-
CAUSE I HAVE A LOT OF MONEY; I HAVE A LOT OF
MONEY BECAUSE I PAY GOOD WAGES. - Robert Bosch
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