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Family Appreciation ~

Open House

Summer Barbecue

Aug 4th at 11 am ~ 2 pm

3443 Pine Street, Ranier MN

RSVP to: (218) 286-5633

Decker’s Family
Care

The paired hearing aids that are currently
available share data between each of the
instruments. Each manufacturer has a different
way to use the data. Phonak has a wind noise
reduction system that turns off the microphones
on the windy side and transfers the sound
from the non-windy side to the windy side ear.
Unitron uses the input for the microphones on
both sides to locate the direction of the speech
and directs both instruments to listen in that
direction. Widex coordinates their Zen tinnitus
stimulus so that the ears get a synchronized
sound. Truly amazing!

We strive to provide all people with the
means to improve communication. Call today
to find out more about our commitment to
provide quality instruments and superb service
regardless of financial means.

Rainy Lake

Medical Center

Hospital

Campus 612 5th St. NW, Bemidji 444-4444 or 1-800-414-5854

renaissancehearingcenters.com

No Sharing Data
with NSA

Thursdays, August 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

2013 INTERNATIONAL FALLS BASS CHAMPIONSHIP

Become Part of the Fun...

Join us Wednesday, July 31st at 6:00 pm
for the volunteer sign up and organizational

meeting at Almost Lindy’s. You can get
information by going to our website at

www.ifallsbass.com
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Volunteers

WANTED

MESOTHELIOMA

LUNG CANCER

If you or a loved one have been diagnosed with
Mesothelioma, Lung Cancer or any other asbestos related
disease contact us for a confidential review of your rights.
There are strict time limits in which to bring these claims.
Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP has been representing Minnesota
asbestos victims for over 20 years. We are one of only two
Minnesota law firms that regularly litigate asbestos cases.

Shermoen & Jaksa, PLLP Law Office

345 6th Avenue

Int’l Falls, MN 56649

(218) 283-4494

1-866-283-4494 Toll Free

Wedding
Invitations
Custom Printed by

North Star Publishing

• Invitations and Envelopes

• Programs

• Save the Date
Cards and Magnets

• Thank You Cards

1602 Hwy 71 • Int’l Falls, MN

218-285-7411

Wednesday, July 31st

345 3rd St., Int’l Falls

283-6121

Craziest Prices of the Year!

Hockey Sticks from $30

Inline Skates from $55

Tees from $3 - Sweatshirts from $5

Baseball Equipment 30% off

Used Hockey/Figure Skates at $10

Bring in this coupon

for an add’l. 10% off

these sale items!
Valid 7/31 only

business
9 TO 5
The Journal welcomes ideas for stories about people in our community 
who are starting a business or changing an old one.  

Call the Journal at 285-7411

Don’t just search for any job.

Find one that’s right for you!

I was wasting my time

looking at one irrelevant job listing after

another—until I discovered job matching.

Now, I can focus on the job

opportunities that are a real fit.

Try Real-Time Job Matching
™

and get hired

fast on www.BigFishJobs.net

For the most current information on

Rainy and Namakan Lake levels,

visit the following:

ijc.org/conseil_board/rainy_lake

(click on the ‘Data’ link)

or

boiseinc.com

THE BIGGEST
BURGERS AROUND

283-2222

FREE

DELIVERY

PLAYPULL TABS

4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
with Patty O’PorterLIVE MUSIC ON SUNDAYS

BORDER BAR PIZZA PARLOR
283-2222 3rd Ave. & 5th St. • I. Falls

Mon-Thur 11:30am-10pm • Fri & Sat 11:30am 11pm • Sun 11:30am-9pm

Texas Holdem Wed, Fri & Sat Nights!

Chamber Dollars Gladly Accepted Here!

• Shopping
Circulars &
Coupons 

• Community
Developments

• Special Event
Listings

• Local Dinner
Specials

• Local News 

• Community
News

• School Sports
Coverage

• School Lunch Menus

• Local TV Guide • Outdoors

and much, much more!
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BY FRANKEN STAFF REPORT

U.S. Sen. Al Franken 
says he is continuing his 
work to strengthen Minne-
sota’s energy industry this 
week by joining onto a bill 
to bolster the production of 
biomass fuels.

Originally introduced 
by Sens. Angus King, I-
Maine, and Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, the Biomass Ther-
mal Utilization Act would 
increase tax credits for fuel 
producers who work with 
biomass thermal technolo-
gies. Biomass fuels, such as 
wood pellets and chips or 
agricultural residues, can 
help reduce energy costs 
and carbon emissions.

“Minnesota is a leader in 
renewable energy technolo-
gies and it’s critical that 
we continue making key 
investments in this sector,” 
said Franken, D-Minn. 
“Strengthening Minne-

sota’s biomass and timber 
industries is good for our 
economy — and for our na-
tional security — because 
it helps reduce the cost of 
energy, decrease our depen-
dency on foreign oil, and 
create jobs.”

Franken has long been 
a champion of increasing 
investments in energy ef-
ficiency technologies. In 
addition to joining onto 
the biomass bill this week, 
during a recent hearing on 
increasing investments in 
clean energy technologies, 
Franken talked about the 
need to overcome financial 
barriers for investing in 
clean energy.

I n  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  h e 
pushed for the passage of 
his legislation that would 
help industry, universities, 
hospitals, and communi-
ties reduce their energy 
costs by giving them tools 
to help capture and use the 

energy that 
is otherwise 
wasted.

I n  t h e 
U n i t e d 
States, up to 
35 percent of 
the total en-
ergy consumed is now be-
ing lost from power plants, 
industrial facilities, and 
other buildings in the form 
of “waste heat,” according 
to a Franken news release. 
Franken has introduced 
the Local Energy Supply 
and Resiliency Act to help 
businesses, communities, 
and nonprofits capture 
that “waste heat” for use in 
heating, cooling, and power 
generation.

Last month, Franken 
focused his first hearing 
as the Chairman of the 
Energy and Natural Re-
source Committee’s Energy 
Subcommittee on energy 
efficiency.

Franken joins bill intended to
strengthen energy efficient technologies
Senator: Bill would help grow Minnesota’s 
biomass, timber industries, reduce energy costs

Al

Franken

BY SPENSER BICKETT

Staf  Writer

Members of the business 
community met last week to 
learn more about a federal 
program that could stimu-
late economic growth in 
Koochiching County.

The Historically Unde-
rutilized Business Zone 
program identifies certain 
small businesses in rural 
and urban areas and helps 
them gain access to federal 
contract opportunities. 
The H UBZone program 
gives preferences in federal 
government contract bids 
to small businesses that 
are located in and hire 
from HUBZone areas like 
Koochiching County.

Eleven community mem-
bers attended the hour-long 
meeting, said Jenny Her-
man of the Special Busi-
ness Development Center. 
Randall Czaia from the 
Small Business Admin-
istration in Minneapolis 
explained how businesses 
qualify for the program, 
how to apply for the pro-
gram, and the benefits of 
membership in the pro-

gram.
“I would say it was a 

successful meeting,” Her-
man said. “It ’s good to 
get the information out to 
the businesses that will 
contract with the federal 
government.”

There aren’t many busi-
nesses in the area that do 
government contracting, 
Herman said, but there are 
billions of dollars available 
in government contracts 
to those that do. The big-
gest industry that does 
business with government 
contracts are construction 
contractors, she said.

“The biggest is com-
mercial and institutional 
bui ldi ng const r uction, 
which would be the busi-
nesses in this area who this 
would appeal to,” she said.

Mayor Bob Anderson 
attended the meeting, and 
said one of the challenges 
with the HUBZone pro-
gram is the lack of govern-
ment contracts and proj-
ects in the area.

“General ly those are 
down more towards Du-
luth or going further west 
towards Fargo, you’d find 

more of those federal proj-
ects,” he said.

Now that Koochiching 
County’s status as a HUB-
Zone is secure for a while 
longer, Anderson said it’s 
up to local contractors to 
retain their certification 
for when federal contracts 
come their way.

“We’re hoping to do a 
project at the terminal 
building at the airport 
i f  the f inancing comes 
t h rough — t hat  wou ld 
be a federal project,” he 
said. “Sixty percent of that 
project would be federal 
money.”

The two biggest mis-
takes businesses make 
when they apply for HUB-
Zone certification are the 
requirements that 35 per-
cent of their employees live 
in the HUBZone and the 
principal office is located 
in the HUBZone as well, 
Herman said.

Federal contracts can 
stimulate a business and 
promote growth. But for 
now, local businesses will 
have to wait for those con-
tracts to come down the 
pipe.

Government program leads to growth
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