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Senator promotes international tourism

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Sen. Amy Klobuchar
is pushing to boost inter-
national tourism by pro-
moting a public-private
partnership focusing on
international travel.

Klobuchar has intro-
duced legislation to reau-
thorize Brand USA, a pub-
lic-private partnership that
enhances tourism across
the country by promoting
international travel to the
U.S.,according to arelease.

In 2013, Brand USA gen-
erated 1.1 million addition-
al international visitors
who spent an estimated $3.4
billion, strengtheninglocal
businesses and stimulating
economic growth, accord-
ing to the release.

Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau Executive
Director Pete Schultz said
Voyageurs National Park is
abigdraw for international

travelers.
Through
programs
like Brand
USA and
Explore
Minnesota,
he said the
area’s seen
increasing
inquiries
from foreign
countries in the past sev-
eral years.

“Several foreign visi-
tors have commented that
they love to vacation in
the United States because
of the quality of our parks
and natural experiences,”
Schultz said.

The CVB’s website is
available worldwide, Schul-
tz said, though most of the
traffic is from Midwest
states, like Illinois, Wis-
consin, Iowa, Nebraska,
South Dakota, and North
Dakota. However, about 10
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percent of the traffic comes
from outside the U.S., with
most of the visitors from the
United Kingdom, Germany,
France, and Brazil.

Klobuchar recently met
with business and tourism
leaders from across the
country about the impor-
tance of boosting interna-
tional tourism.

“Tourism is a power-
ful driver of Minnesota’s
economy, generating nearly
$12 billion in sales and
giving a major boost to
local economies and com-
munities all across our
state,” Klobuchar said in
a release. “Brand USA is a
tried-and-true partnership
that helps promote inter-
national travel to the U.S.
while driving economic
growth, and I’'ll keep push-
ing to reauthorize it so
that we can continue to at-
tract more visitors from all
around the world.”

Klobuchar, with Sen. Roy
Blunt (R-Mo.), introduced
the bipartisan Travel Pro-
motion, Enhancement, and
Modernization Act, which
will reauthorize Brand
USA through 2020. Brand
USA is funded by interna-
tional visitors and private
contributions, with half
its budget coming from the
private sector in the form
of cash and in-kind con-
tributions. The rest of the
budget, up to $100 million,
is funded by a fee assessed
on visa-free international
visitors screened by the
U.S. Department of Home-
land Security’s Electronic
System for Travel Autho-
rization.

Brand USA can only
collect up to $100 million
in ETSA fees paid by for-
eign travelers, with excess
amounts returned to the
U.S. Treasury to help re-
duce the deficit.

DEED offers free business privacy guide

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Employment and
Economic Development has
partnered with law firm
Gray Plant Mooty to publish
a free legal guide for Min-
nesota’s businesses.

The book, “A Legal Guide
to Privacy and Data Secu-
rity,” offers guidance on a
variety of privacy and data
security-related issues, the
impact of those laws on
businesses, and the best
practices to mitigate risks,
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according to a release. It
covers key federal privacy
and data security laws, Min-
nesota privacy laws, privacy
in the workplace, as well
as global privacy and data
security laws.

“We are pleased to pres-
ent this guide to help Min-
nesota businesses,” DEED
Commissioner Katie Clark
Sieben said in a release.
“This is the first-ever at-
tempt to compile Minnesota
state data privacy and secu-
rity laws, as well as federal
and global privacy laws in

one publication.”

“This book will help a
business more easily navi-
gate the complex and unpre-
dictable legal landscape of
privacy and data security
laws and regulations, be
prepared for a data breach,
and better understand
how such laws may impact
their specific business,”
Michael Cohen, principal,
Gray Plant Mooty, said in
arelease.

The guide is available on
DEED’s website at www.
mn.gov/deed/newscenter/
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another way to cope
with arthritis pain:
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To register or for more information, contact:
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publications/guidebooks/
biz-guidebooks.jsp. They
are also available in print
from DEED’s small busi-
ness assistance office at 651-
259-7476, 1-800-310-8323, or
by email at deed.mnsbao@
state.mn.us.

According to a release,
Gray Plant Mooty is recog-
nized as one of the leading
corporate law firms in Min-
nesota and one of the top
franchise firms in the world.
Gray Plant Mooty has offices
in Minneapolis, St. Cloud,
and Washington, D.C.

State unemployment
rate falls in June

JOURNAL STAFF REPORT

Minnesota gained 8,500
jobs in June, according
to a report from the Min-
nesota Department of Em-
ployment and Economic
Development.

June’s job gains brought
net jobs gains in Minnesota
to 10,700 for the calendar
year. In the past 12 months,
the state has added 53,779
jobs, a 1.9 percent annual
growth rate, which match-
es the U.S. growth rate for
that period.

The state unemployment
rate fell to a seasonally ad-
justed 4.5 percent in June,
down 0.6 percent from a
year ago. This compares
to the U.S. unemployment
rate in june, which was 6.1
percent.

In Koochiching County
in June, there were 622
unemployed persons from
a labor force of 6,791, for
an unemployment rate of
9.2 percent, which was the
same rate as May. This
compares to June 2013,
when there was 562 un-
employed persons from a
labor force of 6,811, for an
unemployment rate of 8.3
percent.

“Minnesota had posi-
tive employment growth
in June, with more total
jobs than ever before in
our state’s history,” DEED
Commissioner Katie Clark
Sieben said in a release.
”The unemployment rate
hasn’t been this low since
February 2007, while new
claims for unemployment

benefits
dropped to
their low-
est level in
nearly 14
years.”
Govern-
ment led all
sectors in

June with Katie Clark
3,900 added Sieben
jobs. Educa-

tion and health services
gained 3,500 jobs, trade,
transportation, and utili-
ties added 2,200 jobs, fi-
nancial activities gained
600 jobs, information added
500 jobs, professional and
business services gained
300 jobs, and logging and
mining added 200 jobs.

Other services lost 1,400
jobs, manufacturing was
down 900 jobs, leisure and
hospitality lost 300 jobs,
and construction was down
100 jobs.

Professional and busi-
ness services led all sectors
in job gains over the past
year with 12,452 jobs. Edu-
cation and health services
added 11,153 jobs, manufac-
turing gained 8,415 jobs,
construction added 8,363
jobs, government gained
7,898 jobs, leisure and hos-
pitality added 4,254 jobs,
trade, transportation, and
utilities gained 3,592 jobs,
information added 828 jobs,
and logging and mining
gained 564 jobs.

Financial activities lost
1,886 jobs in the past year,
and other services lost
1,854 jobs in the past year
as well.
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