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Occasional hookups keep
flame alive for 10 years

DEAR ABBY: I have
known “Justin” for 10 years.
I’'m very interested in him.
I'm sure he knows it, but
we have never talked about
it. Once in a blue moon we
“hook up,” and I’'m usually
the one to set the date up.

We’re friends on social
media, but weeks -- even
months -- can pass without
our speaking to each other.
Justin and I have no mu-
tual friends, so I can’t “ac-
cidentally” bump into him
at gatherings or anything
like that.

I honestly don’t mind
hooking up with him be-
cause he’s the only one I do
that with. But it does hurt
when I don’t hear from him
afterward. What should I
do? It’s obvious I'm head
over heels for him -he can’t
be that blind! — PLAIN
JANE IN STOCKTON,
CALIF.

DEAR JANE: If Justin
was interested in more
than an occasional hookup,
he’d be the one calling you,
and it wouldn’t be once in
a blue moon. Ten years is
long enough to chase an
emotionally unavailable
man. If this was meant to
be, it would have already
happened, and you’d be
more than friends on social
media.

DEAR ABBY: I''ll be
30 soon. My friends and I
have drifted apart because

DEAR ABBY

we're all in different stages
of our lives. Some of us still
frequent the bar scene, oth-
ers have gotten married or
dropped off the radar. My
closest friend is so wrapped
up in “mommy blogs” and
all things “baby” that she’s
no longer able to discuss
much else.

Idon’t have children, and
I'm tired of going to bars.
I'm in a happy, committed
relationship, but neither of
us wants to focus on mar-
riage for a few years. How
do people connect with
others at this stage of the
game? — FRIENDLESS IN
NEW JERSEY

DEAR FRIENDLESS:
One way is to expand your
interests. You and your
boyfriend should join
groups and meet people
with whom you’ll have
some things in common.
If you’re interested in poli-
tics, the next two years
should give you plenty of
opportunity to meet new

people. Volunteering is an-
other way to expand your
circle of acquaintances.
While you won’t make dear
friends overnight -- friend-
ships usually take a while
to grow -- the more people
you meet, the greater your
chances will be of develop-
ing meaningful relation-
ships.

DEAR ABBY: I am a
20-year-old college student
who is avirgin. I think this
is the time to date people
and get a better understand-
ing of who I am and what
I like in men. When I tell
guys I’'m a virgin, they don’t
want to talk to me anymore.
When is the best time to
bring it up, and how do I
do that in conversation? —
DIAMOND IN THE EAST

DEAR DIAMOND: You
may be jumping the gun
and announcing your status
prematurely. The subject
of one’s virginity -- or lack
thereof -- is relevant at the
time when there’s a reason
to anticipate there will be
intimacy in a couple’s rela-
tionship.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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OOPS. SORRY.
I DIDN'T KNOW
YOU WERE ALREADY
THERE.
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® Puzzles by Pappocom

Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.
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That’s all t

here is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-
day’s puzzle will
be published in
Saturday’s paper.
Or you can go to
www.sudoku.com
to find the solution.
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HOROSCOPES

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
You’re at the brink of
starting something new and
impressive, Aries. Start act-
inglike the star that you are
and embrace the spotlight.
It won’t take you long.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21

Taurus, be mindful of
how well others treat you
this week. Your friends and
family will be there for you
when you need them, so
show how much you appre-
ciate their support.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21

Gemini, you're accus-
tomed to companionship,
and this week will be no
different. People are im-
pressed with the way you
innovate and explore new
possibilities.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, take care of your-
self this week if you start to
feel a bit under the weather.
Nip it in the bud early so it
does not impact your long-
term plans.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23

Leo, passion and energy
find you moving in new
directions this week. Enjoy
this exciting time and docu-
ment it through photos and
notes to those sharing your
journey.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, if you feel stuck in
a rut, now is the ideal the
time to try something new.
In another month or two
your efforts will begin to
bear fruit.

LIBRA - Sept 23/0ct 23
Libra, your communica-
tion skills come in handy this
week when you prove capable
of making a serious differ-
ence at work. Let that success
carry through at home.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22

Scorpio, maintain a han-
dle on reality this week.
Even though you’re en-
ergized by big plans and
dreams, you have to keep
your feet on the ground for
the time being.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, you are hap-
py this week and others will
look to you as an inpsira-
tion. Share your good mood
with others and your happi-
ness will only grow.

CAPRICORN - Dec22/Jan 20

Capricorn, all you have to
doisfocusthis week and you
can accomplish anything
you set your mind to. Come
up with a challenge that has
bested you in the past.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18

You may not even real-
ize you need a break and a
helping hand until someone
steps up and provides just
that, Aquarius. Accept any
and all help graciously.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, your energy lev-
els are off the charts this
week. Use this abundance of
energy to tackle a difficult
project.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER 26
Keith Urban, Singer (47)

OCTOBER 27
Stephan Elshaarawy, Athlete
(22)

OCTOBER 28
Lauren Holly, Actress (51)

OCTOBER 29
Winona Ryder, Actress (43)

OCTOBER 30
Eva Marcille, Model (30)

OCTOBER 31
Dermot Mulroney, Actor (51)

NOVEMBER 1
Coco Crisp, Athlete (35)
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Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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H VYXWG NZIDKN RHI
JXBJPHF,

BURKWA,

YF zZ

AXYDL

BAAXR

isLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

ZFG D

IDZF

OKWOKII

DKFNU GZOHG

YF Z
ZOK HI ZWW 1Y
QK MNYVGKG

MXRDHYF.

IDYNKZX

Previous Cryptoquote: NOT ALLREADERS ARE LEADERS,
BUT ALL LEADERS ARE READERS. - Harry S. Truman
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