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Daughter’s obsessive stalker
ratchets up his accusations

DEAR ABBY: I am
very concerned about my
33-year-old daughter’s

previous job, has become
obsessed with her. He has
declared his love for her,
divorced his wife and slath-
ered my struggling, single
daughter with gifts over the
last three years.

She has refused his ad-
vances on nearly a daily
basis, and he is now track-
ing her every move. If she
leaves her house for even
30 minutes, he knows and
accuses her of going to have
sex with someone. If she
says she’s coming to my
house, he drives by to verify
it. If it takes her longer than
he thinks it should, he ac-
cuses her of having sex
with someone. She swears
that she has never had sex
with him.

It has really intensified
lately. I'm frantic about
her safety. What should I
do? — SCARED MOM IN
FLORIDA

DEAR SCARED MOM:
Your daughter’s “admirer”
is showing all the signs of
being a stalker. Why is she
carryingon ANY conversa-
tions with him and telling
him where she’s going?
If she accepted gifts he
“slathered” on her, it may
be why he feels she encour-
aged him. They should be
returned.

You and your daughter
should go to the police and
report what he has been do-
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ing. It may be necessary for
her to take out arestraining
order because this person
appears to be unbalanced
and may be dangerous.

DEAR ABBY: My boy-
friend and I recently de-
cided to get married. We
plan to go to the courthouse
next month and have a jus-
tice of the peace perform
the ceremony. Since it will
be nothing fancy, we have
decided to invite just a few
family members -- his mom,
grandma and brother, along
with my mom and dad.

What we need advice
about is how to tell his mom.
She feels that marriage is
just a piece of paper and you
shouldn’t need it to prove
how committed you are.
Because of her views, he
wants to “surprise” her the
day of the wedding when we
all arrive at the courthouse.
Ifeel it’s a bad idea, and she
should have some time to
get used to the thought of
us being married.

Any advice you can of-
fer on when to tell her, and
how to handle what she’s

going to say? — FUTURE
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

DEAR FUTURE D.I.L.:
I agree that your boy-
friend’s mother should be
told beforehand, and the
good news should be deliv-
ered by both of you. When
she delivers the predict-
able “marriage is just a
piece of paper” comment,
you should respond that
the piece of paper is an
important one to you, and
your boyfriend should tell
her he’s doing this because
he loves you and, in the
event that anything should
happen to him, he wants
to provide for you. If she
gives you an argument, re-
member that you're asking
for her blessing -- not her
permission.

DEAR ABBY: Do you
think people can change?
—JILLIN CHESTER, PA.

DEAR JILL: I assume
you mean change for the
better. The answer is yes, of
course people can change.
With motivation, determi-
nation and perseverance,
people can accomplish al-
most anything they set
their minds to.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1
through 9.
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That’s all there is to it. There’s no

math involved. The grid has numbers,
but nothing has to add up to anything
else. You solve the puzzle with reason-
ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

Solving time is typically from 10 to

30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.
The solution for to-
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