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Refusal to drink makes woman
feel out of step with her peers

DEAR ABBY: I'm 20
years old. My boyfriend and
Idon’t drink. Almost every
person my age does, and it’s
startingto get tome. I'd love
to have friends besides my
boyfriend I can hang out
with, but I find that I only
connect with him because
everyone else always wants
to go out and party. Heis an
introvert, so the seclusion
doesn’t bother him. I, on
the other hand, am greatly
bothered by it.

Thave always been ahead
of the curve in terms of
people my age. I have more
in common with 30-year-
olds than people in college.
Unfortunately, I would feel
weird spending time with
30-year-olds, and I'm sure
they’d feel the same about
spending time with me.
Most of my spare time is
spent with my family. They
just seem to get me.

How can I find people
my age who think the way
I do? I don’t want to be the
kind of girl who only spends
time with her boyfriend. I
would appreciate other rela-
tionships. — LIZ IN NEW
JERSEY

DEAR LIZ: I agree that
it’s time to expand your
circle of acquaintances.
That’s why I'm advising you
to join a gym or some other
physical activity group and
start meeting people who
are involved in physical
fitness. None of the ones I
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know want to spend their
time drinking and party-
ing because they are more
interested in eating and
living healthfully. I'm sure
if you try it, you will meet
others who think the way
you do.

DEAR ABBY: I am 15,
and all of my friends my
age and a grade lower have
their belly buttons pierced.
I have been asking my mom
for a very long time and
she doesn’t have a problem
with it, but my dad does.
He won’t let me get it done
because he doesn’t want
me looking like trash at
this age.

I don’t want it to impress
boys; I want it for my own
beauty and to look good
with a cute jewel to go
with my summer outfits
or bathing suits. They said
to ask you if you think it’s
wrong to have a belly but-
ton pierced at the age of 15.
Is it wrong? — KYLIE IN
WASHINGTON

DEAR KYLIE: I don’t
think that having a belly
button pierced is a question
of right or wrong. I suspect
that your father’s objection
--andI'mnot sureIdisagree
with him -- is that he would
prefer you make an impres-
sion by attracting atten-
tion in some other way. I'm
suggesting you hold off for
now and have it done when
you'reolder -- providing you
haven’t changed your mind
by then.

DEAR ABBY: 1. What
do you call a person who is
neither a morning lark nor
a night owl? (That’s me.)

2. What do you call some-
one who is neither a giver
nor a taker? (That’s me,
too0.)

Your answers will help
me win a delicious meal!
— INQUISITIVE IN OT-
TAWA

DEARINQUISITIVE: A
person who is neither alark
nor a night owl is called
a robin. Someone who is
neither a giver nor a taker
is probably a loner.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.
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Dilbert
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OUR BOSS INJECTED
ME WITH JOB PERFOR—
MANCE ENHANCING
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Or2?
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GAAA!!!
EVOLUTION HAS MADE
ME ATTRACTED TO YOUR
PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES!
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I'M SORT NOOOQO!

OF A JERK THAT’S
NOW. MY KRYP—

| TONITE!
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su | dO kU Instructions for play: Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1

© Puzzles by Pappocom through 9.

That’s all there is to it. There’s no

7 1 9 2 math involved. The grid has numbers,

6 3 but nothing has to add up to anything

else. You solve the puzzle with reason-

2 6 1 ing and logic. It’s fun. It’s challenging.
It’s addictive!

6 5 Solving time is typically from 10 to
30 minutes, depending on your skill
and experience.

5 7 8 9 The solution for to- T3 el 73

2 4 6 | day’s puzzle will |47 6fs 2 8|3 15
be published in |8 35}4 7 1]l6/9 2

7 8 6 Saturday’s paper. [5 2/7]8|6 /4|93 1
Or you can go to |88 /1}5/3 9]2/417
3 5 www.sudoku.com : g 471 248 56
to find the solution. o LALE AL,
7 5 4 8 7 5 8l6/4 3[1/2/9
1/49]2 8 5)7 63
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FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
JUNE1
Heidi Klum, Model (41)

JUNE 2
Zachary Quinto, Actor (37)

JUNE 3
Anderson Cooper, TV Host
47)

JUNE 4
Bar Refaeli, Model (29)

JUNE 5
Mark Wahlberg, Actor (43)

JUNE 6
Robert Englund, Actor (67)

JUNE 7
Michael Cera, Actor (26)

Daily Cryptoquote — Here’s how to work it:
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE
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Previous Cryptoquote: AFTER CLIMBING A GREAT HILL,
ONE ONLY FINDS THAT THERE ARE MANY MORE HILLS
TO CLIMB. — Nelson Mandela




